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The XLV Ministerial Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) was held on June 5, 2006, in the framework of the thirty-sixth regular session of the OAS General Assembly in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Argentina and Chair of the SIRG. He inaugurated the session by thanking the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and the National Summit Coordinators for their presence and the Government of the Dominican Republic for hosting the meeting.

Ambassador Taiana referred to the objectives and background of the meeting and highlighted the governments’ accomplishments during the negotiation process of the Plan of Action and Declaration of Mar del Plata agreed upon at the Fourth Summit of the Americas. He stated that these documents created the basis for a new hemispheric agenda on important aspects for the growth and development of the Americas. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina indicated that there are mandates to be accomplished and a path to follow in order to strengthen follow-up mechanisms, and to achieve integral visions for substantially improving the quality of life in the Hemisphere.

Member States of the SIRG considered the following order of business for the meeting:
1. Welcoming remarks by OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza

2. Report on the Implementation of the Mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, to be presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, Ambassador Jorge Taiana in his capacity as the Chair of the Summit Process
· Presentation of the publication “Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process 2004-2006” and the Report of the Joint Summit Working Group on the Implementation of the Mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas by the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, Luis Alberto Rodríguez.
3. Comments by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs on the Implementation of the Mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas

4. Other business

After the approval of the order of business, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Argentina gave the floor to the Director of the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat who presented the publication “Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process 2004-2006” and the Report of the Joint Summit Working Group on the Implementation of the Mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. The Director of the Summits Secretariat stated that the IV volume of the series, “Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process” was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat in accordance with the commitment to serve as the institutional memory of the Summit Process and with the goal of offering tools that facilitate the advancement of Summits’ commitments, and contribute to the outreach to governments, multilateral agencies, and civil society in general.
The Director of the Summits Secretariat noted that volume IV constitutes an important consultative tool that compiles the mandates and actions agreed upon by the Heads of State and Government in the Special Summit (2004) and in the Fourth Summit of the Americas (2005). He added that this publication also includes the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and the AGRO Plan for Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas, documents that are part of the agreements reached in the framework of the Summits of the Americas and that reflect the inter-American dynamic of recent years. In this sense, the Fourth Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life will take place in Antigua, Guatemala on July, 2007.
Additionally, the Director of the Summits Secretariat presented to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs the Report of the Joint Summit Working Group (JWSG), that highlights activities the member institutions have carried out in the implementation of the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. He also reiterated the commitment of the member institutions of the JSWG to achieve greater integration of the Summit mandates in their own agendas and to continue supporting the governments through cooperative actions, indicator design, and program financing. 

After the presentation, Ambassador Taiana thanked the Summits Secretariat for the documents that were presented. He then commented on the achievements reached with the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, and emphasized the identification of policies available for the creation of more and better jobs and the idea of creating decent work as a means to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance. Ambassador Taiana also summarized other accomplishments of the Summit in relation to combating discrimination, respect for human rights, the fight against chronic illness, the evaluation of social security systems, and the recognition of economic growth as a basic and indispensable, but not sufficient, condition to confront the high rates of unemployment and poverty in the hemisphere.
Ambassador Taiana insisted on the responsibility of effectively fulfilling the mandates agreed at the Summit, and informed on the XLIV meeting of the SIRG, that took place in April, 2006. He stated that during this meeting, the National Summit Coordinators started to work on an initiative of the Summits Secretariat to develop guidelines that permit the identification of the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas and relate them with objectives, actions, actors, and timeframe. Ambassador Taiana also made reference to the working session of the institutions that comprise the JSWG with the Chair of the SIRG that took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina on May 23, 2006. During this meeting, the institutions started to advance towards the establishment of a methodology and coordination strategy for the effective completion of the objectives outlined in the Plan of Action.
Comments by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs on the implementation of the mandates of the Fourth Summit of the Americas

The Chair of the SIRG offered the floor to the delegations and representatives of the member institutions of the JSWG.
After the Chair’s speech, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago, Knowlson W. Gift, reiterated the interest of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to host the Fifth Summit of the Americas and informed that Trinidad and Tobago is carrying out the necessary measures to assume the Chairmanship of the Process during the next SIRG meeting. Minister Knowlson Gift proposed that the transfer of the Presidency of the Summit Process, from Argentina to Trinidad and Tobago, take place in the month of September, 2006.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada, Peter MacKay, expressed the enthusiasm of his government for the Fifth Summit of the Americas in 2009, and offered its support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, mainly in the transition process. Additionally, the Government of Canada presented its points of view in three areas it considered relevant to the future of the Summit Process: the consolidation of freedom and democracy, the establishment of a solid base for stability and economic growth, specifically referring to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), and finally, ensuring equitable economic growth. He insisted that, to achieve these objectives, Member States should call on the collective action of the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group and stated that the support of these institutions is critical for real measurable progress on the achievements reached.

The Vice Minister of Multilateral Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, Alejandro Borda Rojas, recognized the work of the Summits Secretariat and thanked the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for their formal announcement. The Vice Minister expressed the convenience of having a work plan that allows systematization of the follow-up that the Member States carry out in relation to the implementation of the Summits mandates, and noted that this plan should respond to a simple methodology and should take into consideration the Fourth Summit, as well as previous Summits, avoiding duplication and introducing past and future actions.
Subsequently, Ambassador Jorge Chen Charpentier, Subsecretary for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, thanked the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group for the report they presented, and also offered his country’s support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago in carrying out the next Summit, and its willingness to share experiences.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Jamaica, Delano Franklyn, took the floor to offer his country’s support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago on the road towards the Fifth Summit.

Ambassador John F. Maisto, Permanent Representative of the United States to the OAS, recognized the leadership of Argentina as current Chair of the Summit Process and added its support to the countries that expressed their willingness to collaborate with the Government of Trinidad and Tobago. The Government of the United States congratulated and thanked the Summits Secretariat for producing the publications presented, and described the IV volume of the “Official Documents of the Summits Process” as a useful tool and an excellent resource for information. Likewise, Ambassador Maisto enumerated initiatives carried out by his government in the implementation of the Summit commitments. For instance, he highlighted programs in the area of infrastructure, looking to join an initiative of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Overseas Private Investment Corporation’s (OPIC) fund to promote growth in the Caribbean and Central America, and other actions, such as supporting changes to the eligibility criteria at the Global Fund ( HIV/AIDS) and  eradicating the worst forms of child labor.

The Undersecretary General of South America of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil, Jose Eduardo Marins Felicio, recognized the Government of Argentina for its work and congratulated the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for its initiative. The Undersecretary General commented that the follow-up of the mandates should be centered on the theme of the Fourth Summit, the creation of decent work. 
For his part, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Trinidad and Tobago, Knowlson Gift, took the floor again and thanked the States for their unanimous support to the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and also thanked the OAS for its work and support to the Summit Process.
Subsequently, the Director of the International Labour Organization (ILO) in Washington, Mr. Armand Pereira, took the floor and presented the conclusions of the regional meeting of the ILO that took place in Brasilia during the month of May. He emphasized the contributions of the national programs on decent work for the promotion of sustainable, social, and economic development in the region and the approval of the Hemispheric Agenda of Decent Work. The representative of the ILO communicated that this meeting initiated a Decade of Promotion of Decent Work in the Americas, and indicated that the Hemispheric Agenda planned to undertake five challenges of the region in the area of decent work, including: achieving economic growth that promotes decent work; achieving effective application of the Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work; generating greater confidence in democracy; broadening and strengthening programs of prevention and social protection for workers; and increasing social and labor inclusion to reduce inequality.

The Chair of the SIRG expressed appreciation for the remarks given by the representative of the ILO and gave the floor to the OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, who emphasized the need to update the implementation of the mandates agreed to by the Heads of State at the Fourth Summit. The Secretary General recognized the importance of the relations that have been established between the member institutions of the JSWG, and highlighted the importance of working in the same direction and coordinating efforts between the institutions. The OAS Secretary General commented that the future activities of the SIRG will be centered on the implementation of mandates. He also thanked the agencies for their commitment to the Summit Process and emphasized the importance of strengthening the ties between them. The Secretary General commented that the Summit Process helps to strengthen these ties and ended his speech thanking the Government of Argentina for its leadership as Chair of the SIRG and recognized the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for its initiative.

Finally, Ambassador Taiana formalized the agreement reached by the SIRG that Trinidad and Tobago will host the Fifth Summit of the Americas and offered his government's support in the planning of this Summit. He also announced that the next meeting of the SIRG will be held at the ministerial level, during the month of September of 2006, and will have as a goal the transfer of the Presidency of the SIRG to Trinidad and Tobago.
Following these remarks the meeting was adjourned.
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