PLAN OF ACTION

To strengthen democracy, create prosperity and realize human potential, our
Governments will:

1. MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Electoral Processes and Procedures

Recognizing the reaionship among democracy, sustainable devel opment, the separation of powers,
aswd| aseffectiveand efficdent government indtitutions, and, noting theat the trangparency and accountability
of dectord sysemsand the independence of bodiesrespons blefor the conduct and verification of free, fair
and regular dections are essantid dementsin ensuring support for and involvement in netiond democratic
inditutions

Share best practices and technologies with respect to increasng citizen participation in eectord
processes, induding voter education, the modernization and smplification of voter regidration and
the voting and counting process, whiletaking into account the need to safeguard theintegrity of the
electord process and promoting the full participation and integration of al persons digible to
exercise the right to vote, without discrimination;

Continue to enhance dectora mechanisms, using information and communications technologies
where possble, to effectively guarantee the impartidity, promptness and independent action of
agencies, tribunds or other bodies responsible for the conduct, supervison and verification of

dections a nationd and sub-nationd leves, and srengthen and fadilitate, with the support o the
Organization of American States (OAS) and other regiond and internationa organizations,

hemigpheric cooperation and exchange of legidative and technologicad experiencesin these aress,
and the deployment of ection observers when so requested,;

Convene under the auspices of the OAS, and with the collaboration of the Inter- American
Deve opment Bank (IDB), meetings of experts to examine in more depth issues such as politica
party registration, access of politica parties to funding and to the media, campaign financing,
overgght and dissemination of dection resultsand reaions of politica partieswith other sectors of
society;

Trangparency and Good Governance

Recognizing that good governance requires effective, representetive, trangparent and accountable

government inditutionsat al levels, public participation, effective checksand ba ances, and the separation of
powers, aswell asnoting the role of information and communicationstechnologiesin achieving theseams
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Promote cooperation among naiond agendies in the Hemisphere charged with the devel opment
and maintenance of procedures and practices for the preparation, presentation, auditing and
overdght of public accounts, with technical asssance where gppropriate from multilaterd
organizations and multilateral development banks (MDBs), and support exchanges of information
on oversght activities related to the collection, dlocation and expenditure of public funds,

Encourage cooperation and exchange of experiences and parliamentary best practices between

nationd legidators of the Hemisphere, while respecting the separation and baance of powers,

through bilaterd, subregiona and hemispheric vehides such asthelnter- Parliamentary Forumdfthe
Americas (FIPA);

Work jointly to facilitate cooperation among nationd inditutionswith therespongihility to guarantee
the protection, promation and repect of human rights, and access to and freedom of information,
with the am of developing best practices to improve the adminidration of information held by
governments on individuals and fadilitating citizen access to that information;

Creste and implement programs with the technical and financid support, where appropriate, of
multilaterd organizations and MDBS, to fadilitate public participation and trangparency, using
information and communications technologieswhere gpplicable, in decis on-making processesand
in the ddivery of government sarvices, and to publish information within time- limitsestablished by
nationd legidation a dl levels of government;

Media and Communications

Noating that access to exigting and emerging informeation and communications technologies has an
increeangly sgnificant impact on the lives of individuasand offersimportant opportunities for democratic
deve opment, and that the media has an important role to play in promoting a democratic culture:

Ensurethe mediaisfreefrom arbitrary interventions by the state, and specificdly, work to remove
legd or regulatory impediments to media access by regigered paliticd parties including by
fadilitating, where possible, equitable access during eection campaignsto tdevison and radio;

Encourage cooperation among public and private broadcagers, induding cable operators, and
independent broadcast regulatory bodies and governmental organizations, in order to facilitate the
exchange of best indudtry practices and technologies a the hemispheric leve, to guarantee free,

open and independent media;

Encourage mediasdlf- regulation efforts, induding norms of ethical conduct, to adadressthe concearns
of civil society with regard to, inter dia, reducing thedissemination of extremeviolence and negative
dereotypes of women and ethnic, socid and other groups, contributing in thisway to the promation
of changesin attitudesand culturd petternsthrough the projection of plurdistic, balanced and non-
discriminetory images,
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Fight againg Corruption

Recognizing thet corruption gravely affectsdemocratic politica ingtitutions and the private sector, weskens
economic growth and jeopardizesthe bas ¢ needsand interests of acountry’ smost underprivileged groups
and that the prevention and control of these problems are the responsibility of government as wel as
legidative and judidd inditutions

Congder 9gning and ratifying, rtifying, or acceding to, as soon aspossible and asthe case may be,
the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, in accordance with their respective legd
frameworks, and promoate effective implementation of the Convention by means of, inter dia, the
Inter- American Program for Cooperationin the Fight Againgt Corruption and associated technical
cooperation programs and activities, induding those of rdevant multilaterd organizations and
MDBs, in the area of good governance and in the fight againgt corruption, as well as programs
which each country desgns and implements in acordance with nationa laws, by its own
aopropriate bodies that may require assstance;

Support the establishment as soon as possible, taking into cons deration the recommendeation of the
OAS, of a follow-up mechaniam for the implementation of the Inter-American Convention
Againgt Corruption by States Parties to this instrument;

Support srengthening the Inter -American Network of Inditutionsand Expertsinthe Fight Againgt
Corruption in the context of the OAS, as well as initiatives amed a srengthening cooperation
among ethics officdas and members of dvil sodety,

Strengthen, in cooperation with multilateral organizations and MDBS, where appropriate, the
participation of avil sodety in the fight againgt corruption, by means of initiatives that promote the
organization, training and linkage of citizens groups in the context of concrete projects which
promote trangoarency and accountability in governance;

Continueto promote palicies, processes and mechanismsthat protect the public interest, theuseof
disclosure of assats mechanisms for public officidsin order to avoid possible conflicts of interest
and incompatibilities, as wel as other measures that increase transparency;

Empowering Local Governments

Recognizing that dtizen participation and appropriate political representation are the foundation of
democracy, and thet locd governments are dosest to the dally lives of citizens

Promaote mechaniams to fadilitate ditizen participation in palitics, especidly in loca or municipa
government;
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Promote the deve opment, autonomy and ingtitutiond strengthening of locd government in order to
promote favorable conditions for the sustainable economic and socid development of ther
communities

Srengthentheindtitutiond capacity of loca governmentsto dlow full and equd ditizen participation
in public policies without any discrimingtion, fadilitate access to those services fundamertal to
improving ditizens quality of life, and srengthen decentrdization and the integral development of
these sarvices in part through commensurate and timely funding and initiatives that permit loca
governments to generate and administer their own resources,

Promote sharing of informetion, best practices and adminigtrative expertiseamong local government
personnd, associaions of loca governments, community assodiations and the public, in part by
fadlitating access to information and communications technologies by municipdities and by
encouraging cooperation and coordination among nationd, subregiona and regiona organizations of
mayors and locd government;

Simulateinternationd cooperaionin training directors and managersof loca government; Support
convening amesting in Baliviaof minigersor authoritiesa the highest level responsiblefor policies
on decentrdization, locd government and ditizen paticipation in municipa government, and

condder dosdly therecommendationsof t he Sixth I nter- American Conference of Mayorsand other
relevant processes;

Support the OAS Program of Cooperation and Decentrdization in Loca Government, including,
with the support of the IDB, the development of programs and the effective indusion of dtizensin
decison-making processes,

2. HumAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Recognizing that the universa protection and promotion of human rights, induding cvil, culturd, economic,
political and sodid rights, aswell asrepect for the normsand principles of internationd humanitarian law
based on the principles of universdity, indivighility and interdependence are fundamenta to thefunctioning
of democratic society, stressing the importance of respect for the rule of law, effective and equd accessto
justice and participation by dl dements of society in public decisonmaking processes:
Implementation of International Obligationsand Respect for International Standar ds
Condder sgning and retifying, ratifying, or acceding to, assoon aspossible and asthe casemay be,
al universd and hemispheric human rightsinstruments, take concrete measures a the nationd level
to promote and srengthen respect for human rights and fundamentd freedoms of al persons,

induding women, children, the dderly, indigenous peoples, migrants, returning citizens, persons
with disabilities, and those be onging to other vulnerable or discriminated groups, and note thet the
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useof theterm “peoples’ in thisdocument cannat be congtrued as having any implicationsastothe
rights that attach to the term under internationa law and that the rights associated with the term
“indigenous peoples’ have a context-specific meaning thet is gppropriately determined in the
multilaterd negotiations of the texts of dedarations that specificaly ded with such rights,

Reeffirm their determination to combet and diminate impunity e dl leveswithin ther societiesby
grengthening judidd systems and nationd human rights inditutions;

Combat, in accordance with internationd law, genocdide, crimes againg humanity and war crimes
wherever they might occur, andin particular, cal upon dl satesto consder ratifying or acceding to,
asthe case may be, the Rome Satute of the International Criminal Court;

Recognizetheimportance of the Regiond Preparatory Conference of the Americasagaing Raciam,
Racid Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Forms of Intolerance held in Santiago, Chile, in
December 2000, and undertake to participate actively in the World Conferencetobehddin South
Africaiin 2001, promoting its objectives and stressng that politicd platforms based on racism,
xenophobia or doctrines of racid superiority must be condemned asincompetiblewith democracy
and trangparent and accountable governance;

Support effortsin the OAS to consder the need to develop an inter- American convention againgt
racism and related forms of discrimination and intolerance;

Srengthening Human Rights Sysems

Continue promoting concrete measuresto srengthenand improve the inter-American human rights
sysem, in particular the functioning of the Inter- American Court of Human Rights and the Inter-

American Commisson on Human Rights (IACHR), focusing on: the universdlization of the inter-

American human rights system, increesing adherenceto itsfounding indruments, complying with the
decisons of the Inte-American Court and following up on the recommendations of the
Commisson, fadlitating the access of persons to this protection mechanism and subgtantialy

increesing resources to maintain ongoing operations, induding the encouragement of voluntary

contributions, examining the possibility thet the Court and thel ACHR will function permanently, and
entrust the XX X1 Generd Assambly of the OAS, which will takeplacein San Jose, CostaRica, in
June of this year, to initiate actions to meet the above-mentioned gods,

Strengthen the cgpacity of governmenta ingtitutions mandated with the promotion and protection of
humean rights, such asnationa humean rightsinditutions, thereby recognizing the important function
they perform, and contribute to the successful establishment of anetwork of al such inditutions of
the Hemigphere, using information and communications technol ogiesto promote and give effect to
sustainable cooperation and better coordination;

Create and strengthen nationd human rights action plans, in accordance with the mandate of the
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1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, and foster independent nationa humen
rights inditutions by seeking, where gppropriate, technical and financid support from multilatera
organizations, MDBs and specidized mulltilaterdl agendies,

Seek to promote and give effect to the Declaration on the Right and Responsbility of
Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms [also referred to as the United Nations (UN)
Dedaration on Human Rights Defender;

Advance negatiations within the OAS on the Proposed American Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples with aview toward its earliest possble concluson and adoption;

Migration

Reeffirming the commitments madein 1998 at the Santiago Summit concerning the protection of the human
rights of migrants, induding migrant workers and their families

Strengthen cooperation among states to address, with a comprehensive, objective and long-term
focus, the manifestations, origins and effects of migration in the region;

Promote recognition of the value of close cooperation among countries of origin, trangt and
dedtination in order to ensure protection of the human rights of migrants;

Establish an inter- American programwithin the OA Sfor the promotion and protection of thehumen
rights of migrants, induding migrant workers and their families, taking into account the activities of
the |ACHR and supporting thework of the IACHR Specid Rapporteur on Migrant Workersand
the UN Specid Rapporteur on Migration;

Commit to undertake the widest possible cooperation and exchange of information among Seates
concarning illegd trafficking networks, indluding deve oping preventaive campaigns on the dangers
and risks faced by migrants, particularly women and children who often can be victims of such
trafficking, with aview to eradicating this crime;

Egtablish linkages with subregiond processes, such asthe Regiond Conference on Migration and
the South American Conference on Migration, which are didogue fora, in order to exchange
information on the migration phenomenon, as wel as promote cooperation with pecidized
internationd organizations, such asthe Internationd Organization of Migration (IOM), in order to
advance and coordinate implementation efforts of Summit mandetes;

Human Rights of Women
Continue to implement the recommendations contained in the 1998 Report of the Specid

Rapporteur of the IACHR on the Status of Women in the Americas and ensure the evaluation of
and, where gppropriate, the establishment of nationa mechaniams for fallow-up;

6/43



Integrate fully the human rights of women into the work of hemispheric inditutions, induding the
Inter- American Court on Human Rightsand the|ACHR, and increasethe nomination of womenas
candidates for pogtionsin these bodies,

Request the OAS, through its specidized organs and particularly the Inter-American Commission
on Women (CIM), to facilitate the integration of agender perspectiveinthework of dl itsbodies,
agendies and etities through the development of training programs and the dissemination of
information on the humean rights of women, as well as support governments in the systemdic
compilation and dissamination of sex disaggregated data;

Devdop, review and implement laws, procedures, codes and regul ationsto guarantee compatibility
withinternationd legd obligationsand to prohibit and diminatedl formsof discrimination based on
gender, and continuework begun at the Santiago Summit thet set thegod of legd equiity between
men and women by the year 2002,

Deveop additiond policies and practices to combat violence againg women, induding domestic
violence, in accordance with the definition established in thelnter-American Convention on the
Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women (The Convention of
Bdém do Pard);

Congder 9gning and ratifying, retifying, or acceding to, assoon aspossible and asthe case may be,
the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against WWomen, andits
Optiond Protocol;

Human Rightsof Children and Adolescents

Congder, Sgning and raifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possible and as the case may
be, the two Optional Protocolstothe UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, spedificdly on
the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and the Sde of Children, Child Proditution and
Child Pornography; seek to integrate fully their obligations pursuant to the UN Convention on the
Rightsof the Child, and other internationa humean rightsingrumentsinto netiond legidation, palicy
and practice;

Integrate fully the human rights of children and adolescentsinto thework of hemisphericinditutions,
induding the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the IACHR and the Inte- American
Children’s Inditute (IACI);

Freedom of Opinion and Expresson
Continue to support the work of the inter-American human rightssystem in the area of freedom of
expression through the Specid Rapporteur for Freedom of Expresson of the IACHR, aswdl as

proceed with the disssmination of comparative jurigorudence, and seek to ensure that nationd
legidation on freedom of expresson is condgent with internationd legd obligations;
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Ensure that nationd legidation rdlating to freedom of expresson is gpplied equitably to dll,
respecting freedom of expression and accessto information of dl citizens, and that journdistsand
opinion leedersarefreeto investigate and publish without fear of reprisds, harassment or retdiatory
actions, induding the misuse of anti-defamation laws,

3. JusTiCE, RULE OF L AW AND SECURITY OF THE | NDIVIDUAL

Recognizing that equd access to independent, impartid and timdy judice is a cornerstone of democracy
and economic and socid devel opment, wel coming more frequent meetings, consultations and collaboration
among our judice miniders, supreme court judices, atorneys generd, ombudsmen officids, law
enforcement officids and others, and noting with satisfaction the increased interest in collaborating and
sharing experiences to develop and implement judicid and law enforcement reforms

Accessto Justice

Support public and priveateinitiatives and programs to educate people about their rightsrdaing to
accessto judtice, and promote measures that ensure prompt, equa and universal accessto judtice;

Promote cooperation to exchange experiences in dternative dispute resolution mechanisms to
expedite the adminidration of justice, induding among indigenous peoples, for which they may
request the support as gppropriate of the OAS, the IDB and other entities;

Independence of the Judiciary

Encourage measures to strengthen the independence of thejudiciary, induding transparent judicia
sdlection, secure tenure on the bench, appropriate sandards of conduct and systems of
accountability;

Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice

Continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Minigters of Justice and
Attorneys Generd of the Americas, whaose Fourth Mesting will take placein Trinidad and Tobago,
aswdl asubseguent meetings, and theimplementation of their condusonsand recommendations,

Devedop afunding plan for the Jugtice Studies Center for the Americas that takesinto account the
interests and resources of both governmentsand other likely donors, and that will enablethe Center
to contribute not only to the modernization and formulation of public policy inthisarea, but dsoto
theinditutiond development of judicid sysemsin the region;

Deve op an exchange of best practicesand recommendations, through the Meetingsof Minigtersof

Judtice and other gppropriate mechaniams, seeking the technicad and financid support of other
multilateral organizationsand MDBswhere gppropriate, that are conagent withinternational human
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rightsstandards, to reducethe number of pre-trid detainess, inditute dternativeformsof sentencing
for minor crimes and improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere;

Egablish, inthe OAS, an Internet- based network of information among competent legd authorities
on extradition and mutud legal assstance to fadlitate direct communications among them on a
regular bads and to identify common problems in handling specific cases and issues that merit
collective attention and resolution;

Combating the Drug Problem

Recognizing theextreme nature of the drug problemin theregion, renewing tharr unwavering commitment to
fight it in dl its manifesations from an integrd pergpective, in accordance with the principle of shared
responshility, through the coordination of nationd effortsand in aspirit of cooperation and mutua respect
asedablished inthe Hemi spheric Anti-Drug Strategy, and dso recognizing thework accomplished by the
Irter-American Drug Abuse Control Commisson (CICAD) and the Governmenta Experts Group
gopointed to undertake the first round of the Multilaterd Evaduation Mechaniam (MEM):

Note with satisfaction the creetion and implementation of the MEM, and reiterate thar commitment
to make this instrument, unigue in the world, a centrd pillar of assstance toward effective
hemispheric cooperation in the sruggle againg dl the component dements of the globd drug
problem;

Implement the proposals and recommendations found in the nationd and hemispheric reports,
aoproved by CICAD, in accordance with the specific Situation of eech country;

Continue srengthening and reviewing the MEM to monitor netiona and hemispheric effortsagaingt
drugs, and recommend concrete actions to encourage inter- American cooperaion and nationd
drategies to combat this scourge;

Recommend:

- Intengfying joint IDB-CICAD efforts in order to obtain financia resources from the
internationa donor community, through consultative groups supporting anti- drug efforts, for
dternative development, aswell as demand reduction programs,

- Egablishing unitswith financid intdligence functionsin countriesthat have not yet done so,
with the support of CICAD and internationd agencies speddized in this areg, and for
which, in this context, it is recommended that CICAD and IDB training efforts be
expanded;

- Devedoping, within the framework of CICAD, along-term strategy thet includes athree
year program to establish a basic and homogeneous mechaniam to edimate the socid,
human and economic cogts of the drug problem in the Americas, and to support countries
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through the necessary technica assstance;

Promote bilateral and mulltilateral cooperation and information exchange on policies and actions
concerning drug prevention, trestment, rehabilitation and supply control, and develop educationd
campaigns to promote public avareness of the risk of drug consumption;

Support measures to impede organized crime, money-laundering, the diverson of chemica
precursors, the financing of armed groups, and other illicit activities resulting from drug and arms
trafficking;

Promote bilaterd and multilaterd cooperation in order to condder in an integrd manner the
digplacement phenomenon of different factors related to the drug problem, induding the
digplacement of personsandillicit crops;

Transnational Organized Crime

Encouraged| countriesin the Hemigphereto condder sgning and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to,
as soon as possble and as the case may be, the UN Convention Against Transnational
Organized Crime, its Protocol Against the Smuggling of Migrantsby Land, Sea and Air and
its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, as well as the Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in
Firearms, Their Parts and Components, and Ammunition, once that protocol is open for
sgnaure;

Implement collective Srategies, induding those that emerge from the Meetings of Minigters of
Judtice of the Americas, to enhance the inditutiond ability of Satesto exchange information and
evidence by concduding internationd agreements on mutua legd assstance where necessary,
develop and dirculate nationd reports, and strengthen cooperation, seeking the technical and
financid support of multilatera organizations and MDBs where gppropriate, in order to jointly
combat emerging forms of transnationd crimind activity, induding trafficking in persons and the
laundering of the proceeds and assets of crime and cyber -crime;

Review nationd laws and policiesto improve cooperation in areas such asmutud legd assstance,
extradition and deportation to countries of origin, acknowledging the serious concerns of countries
that deport certain foreign nationds for committing crimes in those countries and the serious
concernsof the recelving countries about the negative effect of these deportations on theincidence
of crimindity in the countries of origin, and expressthe desire to work together, as gppropriate, to
address the negetive effects on our societies.

Promote, where necessary, and in accordance with national legidation, the adoption of investigetion

techniques, contained in the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized
Crime, which are very important tools in the fight againgt organized crime;
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Prevention of Violence

Recognizing that violence and crime are serious obstadl esto socid harmony and the democratic and socio-
economic development of the Hemisphere, and as well noting the urgent need for an integra goproach
toward the prevention of violence:

Encourage netiond indtitutions to work together and coordinate with al gppropriete multilatera
organizations and MDBs in order to implement integrated programs that include initiatives for
conflict resolution, where gppropriate, for sustained prevention, permanent attention, public
education and trestment relevant to cases of violence againgt persons, families and communities,
grengthening nationd inditutiona capaditiesin these aress;

Condder deve oping cooperation with the mediaand entertainment industry with aview toavaiding
the promoation and dissemination of a culture of violence, thus contributing to a culture of pesce;

Encourage greater use of community-basaed policing, to developincreased did ogue and interaction
of law enforcement authorities with aivil society and local communities

Promote cooperation to modernize crimind law, usng information and communicationstechnologies
asappropriate, with afocus on human rightstraining and prevention of actsof violence, particularly
violence perpetrated by law enforcement officials, in order to reduce violence againg dviliansand
foder vaues necessary in our societiesto retain socid harmony;;

Promote the exchange of nationd experiencesand best practices on theuse of police profiling with
aview to preventing biased detentions, which tend to affect mostly minorities and the poor;

Expand opportunitiesto share experiences, techniques and best practi ces among government and
avil soaety agendes involved in combeating psychologicd, sexud or physicd violence in the
domestic stting and on the job, recognizing thet such vidlence is overwhemingly directed against
women and children;

Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede and punish violence, the segregation and
exploitation of women, minors, the ederly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable groups,
and seek to ensure that nationd legidation addresses acts of violence againg them and that these
laws are enforced, recognizing thet where victims of violence require legd assistance to obtain
redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such assstance;

Request multilaterdl and other organizationsthat participatein the Inter- American Codition for the
Prevention of Violenceto intengfy their support and technica assstanceto those countriesthat so
reques, in the eaboration of nationd Srategies and actions regarding this topic;

Promote concrete measuresto prevent hodile actionsagaing minoritiesin the Hemigphere, aswel

astheviolent activitiesof locd, regiond and international movementsthat support and foder racist
ideologies and terrorist practices to reech their gods,

11/43



Increase regiond cooperationwith aview to preventing the crimind useof firermsand ammunition,
and examine additional measures and laws a the nationd leve if required;

Implement, as soon as possble, the Inter-American Convention Against the lllicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related
Materials, and apply the CICAD Modd Regulations, as gppropriate;

4. HEMISPHERIC SECURITY *

Recognizing that democracy is essentid for peace, deve opment and security in the Hemispherewhich, in
turn, are the best bads for furthering the welfare of our people, and noting that the congtitutiona
subordination of armed forces and security forces to the legaly condituted authorities of our Satesis
fundamentd to democrecy:

Strengthening Mutual Confidence

Hold the Specid Conference on Security in 2004, for which the OAS Committee on Hemispheric
Security will concdlude the review of dl issues related to gpproachesto international security inthe
Hemisphere, as defined a the Santiago Summit;

Continue with priority activities on conflict prevention and the pesceful resolution of digputes,
respond to shared traditiond and non-traditiond security and defense concerns and support
measures to improve human security;

Support the efforts of the Small Idand Developing States (SIDS) to address their specid security
concerns, recognizing that for the smalest and most vulnerable gatesin the Hemisphere, security is
multi-dimensiond in scope, involves sate and nondeate actors and includes political, economic,
socid and naturd components, and that the SIDS have concluded that among the thregts to their
security areillict drug trafficking, theillegd tradein arms increasing levelsof crime and corruption,
environmenta vulnerability exacerbated by susceptibility to naturd disasters and the transportation
of nudear waste, economic vulnerability particularly inrdation to trade, new hedth threstsinduding
the Human Immunoddfidency Virus (HIV)/Acguired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
pandemic and increased levels of poverty;

Improve the trangoarency and accountability of defense and security ingtitutions and promote
grester understanding and cooperation among government agendesinvolved in security and defense
Issues, through such meansasincreased sharing of defense policy and doctrine papers, information

" Mexico understands that all of Chapter 4 of the Plan of Action, including its title “Hemispheric Security” and
all of its concepts and provisions, will be addressed in the appropriate OAS fora, in conformity with the
mandate of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago de Chile, in April 1998.
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and personnd exchanges, induding, wherefeasble, cooperation and training for participationin UN
peace-keeping activities and to respond better to  legtimate security and defense needs, by
improving trangoarency of arms acquigtions in order to improve confidence and security in the
Hemisphere

Continue promating greater degrees of confidence and security inthe Hemisphere, inter diathrough

sugtained support for measures, such as those st forth in the Santiago and San Sdvador

Declarations on Confidence and Security Building Measures (CBMs), ad for exiding

mechaniams, agreementsand funds, and congder Sgning and raifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as
soon as possible and as the case may be, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,

Sockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Minesand on Their Destruction, the
I nter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions,adthe
I nter-American Convention Against the lllicit Manufacturing of and Traffickingin Firearnts,

Ammunition, Explosivesand Other Related Materials, giving full support tothe UN Conference
on the lllidt Trade in Smdl Arms and Light Wegponsin dl Its Apectsto be hdd in July 2001,

bearing in mind the results of the Regiond Preparatory Medting of Latin America and the

Caribbean, held in Brasliain November 2000, and the work of the OAS, which contributed a
regiond perspective to the discussons,

Strongly support the Third Meeting of State Partiesto the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personne Mines and on Ther
Destruction, to be held in September 2001 in Managua, Nicaragua, and theReview Conferenceof
the 1980 UN Convention on Prohibitionsor Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects, to be held in December 2001 in Geneva; as wdll asthe efforts of the OASto pursuethe
god of the conversgon of the Western Hemigphere into an anti- personne- landmine-free zone;

Cdl for an experts meeting, before the Specid Conference on Security, as a follow-up to the
regiona conferences of Santiagoand San Sdvador on CSBMSs in order to evaluateimplementation
and consder next gepsto further consolidate mutud confidence;

Promotefinancia support to the OAS Fund for Peace: Peaceful Settlement of Territoria Disputes,
established to provide financid resourcesto assist with defraying the inherent costs of proceedings
previoudy agreed to by the parties concerned for the peaceful resolution of territoria disputes
among OAS member dates,

Support the work leading up to the Fifth Meeting of Defense Minigers of the Americasto teke
place in Chile, aswdl as medtings that will take place subsequently;

Fight Againg Terrorism

Support the work initiated by the Inter- American Committee on Terroriam (CICTE) established
within the OAS asaresult of theCommitment of Mar del Plata adopted in 1998, and encourage
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hemispheric cooperation to prevent, combet and diminatedl formsof terroriam, taking into account
the gpprova of the Statute and Work Plan of CICTE;

Congder 9gning andratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, as soon as possibleand asthe case may be,
those internationa agreements relaied to the fight againg terrorism, in accordance with their
respective internd legidation;

5. CvIL SOCIETY

Recognizing the important role of participation by civil sodiety in the consolidation of democracy and thet
this participation conditutes one of the vita dements for the success of deveopment policies, noting that
men and women have the right to participate, with equdity and equity, in the decison-making processes
afecting thar lives and well-being, and consdering thet the diversity of opinion, experience and technica
expertise of avil sodety conditute a Sgnificant and vauable resource for initiatives and responses of
government and democratic inditutions:

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes

Sk to egtablish public and private funding indruments aimed a building the capacity of avil
ociety organizationsin order to highlight the work and contribution of these organizations and to
promote accountability;

Devdop drategies a the nationd leve and through the OAS, other mulltilaterd organizations and
MDBs to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter- American
sysem, as well as in the palitica, economic and socid development of their communities and
countries, fostering representativeness and fadilitating the participation of al sectorsof society; and
increase the inditutiona capacity of governmentsto receive, aosorb and act on civil society input
and advocacy, paticulaly through the use of information and communications technologies,

Promote participation of dl minority groups in forging asronger civil socety;
Develop educationa programs, in conjunction with rdevant civil society organizations, academic
experts and others, as gppropriate, to provide democracy and human rights education and to

promote the introduction of books and educational materids thet reflect the ethnic, cultura and
religious diversty of the Americas as part of primary and secondary school curriculg;

6. TRADE, | NVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY

Trade and | nvestment

Ensure negatiationsof the FTAA Agreement are concluded no later than January 2005 and seek its
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entry into force as soon as possible theresfter but, in any case, no later than December 2005, in
conformity with the prindiples and objectives etablished in the San Jose Minigerid Dedaraion, in
particular the achievement of a baanced, comprehensive agreement, consstent with WTO rules
and disciplines, the results of which will congtitute a Sngle undertaking embodying the rights and
obligations, as mutudly agreed:

Ensurethe trangparency of the negotiating process, including through publication of the prdiminary
draft FTAA Agreement in the four officia languages as soon as possible and the dissemination of
additiond information on the progress of negotiations,

Foder through their repective nationd didogue mechaniams and through gppropriate FTAA
mechanisms, aprocessof increasing and sustained communication with avil sodiety to ensurethat it
has a dear perception of the development of the FTAA negatiaing process, invite civil sodety to
continue to contribute to the FTAA process; and, to thisend, develop alist of optionsthet could
include dissemination programsin smdler economies, which could be supported by the Tripartite
Committee or other sources,

Ensurefull participation of dl our countriesinthe FTAA, taking into condderation the differencesin
the levels of development and Size of the economies of the Hemisphere, in order to cregte
opportunities for the full participation of the smdler economies and to increese their levd of
development;

Supervise and support, with technica assstance, the full implementation of adopted business
fadlitation measures,

Indruct our representativesin the indtitutions of the Tripartite Committee to continue securing the
dlocation of the resources necessary to contribute to the support of the work of the FTAA
Adminigrative Secretariat;

Urgethe Tripartite Committeeinditutionsto continue to repond positively to requestsfor technica
support from FTAA entities and request the inditutions, according to ther respective interna
procedures, to favorably condder requests for technica assstance related to FTAA issuesfrom
member countries, in particular from the smdler economies, in order to fadlitate ther integration
into the FTAA process,

Economic and Financial Stability

Wecome and support thework of our Minigtersof Finance, who met in Toronto, Canadaon April
3-4, 2001, to promotefinancid and economic sability aswell as trong and sustainable growth, as
fundamenta preconditions for acce erated devel opment and poverty reduction, and to ensurethat
the bendfits of globdization are broadly and equitably digtributed to dl our people;

Recognizethe vaue of efforts undertaken to advance Hemispheric integration, incdluding improved
access to goods, services, cgpitd and technology, to achieve the full range of socid and other
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objectives,

Support the efforts of Finance Minigtersto addressthe chalenges associated with globdization, to
protect the most vulnerable and prevent crises, and affirm the importance of having the benefits of
globdization widdy digributed to dl regionsand socia sectorsof our countries, recognizing, a the
sametime, the unique chalenges faced by amall dates;

Affirmtha gregter atention must be given to increasing economic growth and reducing poverty ina
mutudly reinforcing way, and that this priority must indude socid sector policies thet effectivdy
achieve poverty reduction and gregter investment in people, with improved access to basic
education and hedth sarvices,

Ingtruct our Finance Minigters to continue to explore ways to ensure that internetiond finencid
inditutions, regiond development banks and other internationa bodies take adequate account of
Summit initigtives in their lending policies and technicd assistance programs for the Hemisphere

Corporate Social Responsbility

Recognizing the centra role that businesses of dl szesplay in the creation of progperity and the flow and
maintenance of trade and investment in the Hemisphere, and, nating thet businesses can make an important
contribution to sustainable development and increasing access to opportunities, including the reduction of
inequdities in the communities in which they operate, and taking into condderation the increesing
expectations of our dtizens and civil sodiety organizations that businesses carry out thar operdtionsin a
manner conggent with their sodd and environmenta respongbilities

Support the continued andys's and condderation in the OAS of corporate socid responghility,
ensuring thet avil sodiety, indluding the private sector, is gppropriately and regularly consulted and
that thisprocess benefitsfrom the experiences of other internationd organizations, nationa agencies
and non-governmentd actors,

Convene ameeting as early as feasble in 2002 with the support of the OAS, the IDB ad other
relevant inter- American organizations involving representatives from governments, cvil society,
including mainly the business community, to degpen dialogue on corporate socid respongbility in
the Hemisphere, raise awvareness of key issuesto be determined and discusswaysto promote the
development, adoption and implementation by the busness community of principles of good
conduct that will advance corporate socid and environmenta respongbility;

7. INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT

Recognizing that the development of physcd infragtructure is an important complement to economic
integration; thet advances in the area of infrastructure will release new driving forces toward a broad and
deep integration, setting in motion dynamics that should be encouraged; and that infragtructure projects
geared to integration should be complemented by the adoption of regulatory and adminidrativeregimesthet
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fadlitate thar implementation:
Tdecommunications

Recognizing that states have the sovereign right to regulate their own telecommunications sectors and thet
affordable and universd accessto new information and communi cationstechnol ogiesis an important means
to rase the living sandards of our citizers and reduce the divide between rural and urban populations, and
between countries; noting the importance of increesing cooperaion with the private sector to further

modernize and expand our telecommunications sectors, acknowledging and regffirming our effortsin and
dedication to market opening and increasing free, fair and equitable competition in dl telecommunications
sarvices, while respecting the regulatory framework of each country, in order to attract investment needed
to develop infrastructure and to reducethe cost of service; stressing theimportance of adopting policiesto
protect the interests of users and enhance the qudity, efficiency, coverage and diversity of sarvices, dl

based on respect for user privacy; and bearing in mind the socid, palitical, economic, commercid and
cultura needs of our populations, in particular those of less developed communities:

Propose measures designed to modernize nationd laws, as gppropriate, based on principles such
as permanence of srong and independent regulatory bodies; a pro- compditivegoproach,induding
the adoption of rules on dominant operators, a flexible regulatory framework congstent with
technologicd convergence, and to develop human and indtitutiond capacity in support of these
principles,

Fadilitate the upgrading of human resources in the telecommunications sector through ongoing

training programs on telecommunications policy, regulaion, management and technology, and

request the Inter- American Tdlecommunication Commission (CITEL ), in coordinationwith netiond

agendies, the Internationd Telecommunication Union (ITU)'s Centre of Excdlence for the

Americas, and in partnership with regiona and subregiona organizetions and the private sector, to
create afoca point for information on human resource devel opment programsto foster exchanges
of information on relevant training programs among governments, universities, indudtry associaions
and the private sector, in order to asss countries of the Americasin meeting the growing need for
trained and competent personnd in the rapidly changing knowledge-based economy;;

Take measures griving to implement theMutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) for Conformity

Assessment deve oped by CITEL without prejudice to each participant’ s sovereign right toregulae
its own telecommunications sector, and encourage discussion of adequate Sandards to ensure
interoperability for existing and future telecommunications networks and the timdly introduction of

technology in new and exigting markets, taking i nto account the regul aions and recommendeations of

the ITU and other gppropriate standard- setting bodies,

Support the convening of the ITU World Summit on the Information Society to be held in 2003,
whichwill focuson the use of informeation and communicationstechnol ogiesfor socid and economic
development;

Recommend that our nationd bodies work within CITEL to prepare guiddines on Universa
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Service, based on principles to be developed by CITEL and develop a dear definition of the
responsbilities of governments and priveate entities;

Ingtruct, as gppropriate, our telecommunications authorities and our rdlevant regulatory bodies,
working within our regiona and sub-regiona agenciesand organizationsto deve op andimplement
before the next Summit of the Americas a cooperative and collaborative program to support a
connectivity agenda for the Hemisphere;

Encourage increased competitiveness and productivity of al sectors through gpplications such as
distance education and tele- hedlth and promote the creetion of domestic activities dedicated to the
generdion of Internet-based indudtries,

Request minidtries or departments respons ble for tel ecommuni cations and appropriate regulatory
bodies to cooperate, within CITEL, in order to darify and smplify rulesgoverning the provison of
satdllite servicesin our countries, and work to complete the devel opment of a Hemispheric Web
steinduding each country’ srequirements and forms of gpplication for licenang toprovidesadlite-
based tel ecommunications services,

Promate the modernization and expangon of telecommunicationsinfrastructurein rurd and urban
aress through timely introduction of new technologies and services, in particular broadband
technologies, the adoption of new standards on telecasting, Web casting, and Internet Protocol
(IP), paying paticular attention to spectrum management, interconnection policies, gppropriate
pace of development and emergency communications,

Address voluntary funding for the implementation of CITEL's additiond mandates st out in this
Flan of Action;

Trangport

Recognizing that environmentaly sound, sefe, and efficient trangportation systems, induding multi-modd
corridors, are essentid to the qudity of the dally lives of the people of the Americas aswell asto tradein
goods and servicesamong our countries; and regffirming our support for the ongoing effortsof our Ministers
responsblefor trangportation, through the Western Hemisphere Trangport I nitigtive (WHTT), toincressethe
integration of our trangportation systems and practices:

Endorsetheareasfor cooperation identified a the Ministers mesting in Puntadd Este, Uruguay, in
March 2001,

Promote and fadilitate increased cooperation, convergence and informationsharing in the
transportation-rlaed activities of the five subregions of the Hemisphere and with multilatera

organizations, with a view to furthering the development of human and ingtitutiond capacity and
enauring the environmentd sugtainability of trangportation systems and infragtructure; to this end,
request thet the UN Economic Commisson for Latiin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

18/43



continues to provide its va uable support to the WHTI;

Improve human resources devel opment programs by encouraging exchanges of personnd among
the countries and indtitutions of the region, as well as the devedlopment of, and participation in,
trangportationrelated training programs and he dissemination of informetion regarding these
programs by way of the WHTI's Web Site and by other means;

Emphasize the need to develop proper infrastructure and high safety stlandards as a principd
priority for the WHTI'swork program, while recognizing theimportance of human andinditutiond
cgpacity development in ensuring the sefety of trangportation services,

Activdly and collectively encourage international maritime and ar cariers to fully comply with
Internetiond Maritime Organization (IMO), Internationd Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), and
Internationa Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) sandards of safety governing the trangport of
dangerous goods including nudear, hazardous and noxious substances and waste and dress the
importance of having effective liability mechanismsin place

Actively and collectively encourage internationd maritime carriers, in particular cruise ships, to
comply with IMO standardsin relation to the protection of the marine environment, and to takefull
account of the specid area status of the wider Caribbean;

Acknowledging the concerns of some States about the trangport of radioactive materid, indluding
wadte, through routes cl oseto the coagts of statesor a ong navigable waterways of the Hemisphere
and the potentid hedlth consequences for our people and the possible threet to the marine
environment, and congstent with maritime rightsand obligationsin internationa law; encourageand
support full compliancewith existing IMO and IAEA conventions, Sandardsand codes of practice
and dress the importance of having effective ligbility mechaniams in place encourage the
condderation by the IAEA and the IMO and other competent internationa bodies to strengthen
additiond internationd measures, as necessty, which may indude the assurance of
non-contamination of the marine environment; the recovery of radioactive materid, induding wade,
in the case of accidental release; the provison of rdief, rehabilitation or recondruction, as
appropriate, for affected peoplein the case of an accident; and invite countries shipping radioactive
materid, induding waste, to provide timey information to potentidly affected daes in the
Hemigphere rdaing to such shipments, consstent with the need to maintain and ensurethe safety
and security of those shipments

Ingtruct our Minigtersof Trangportation to explorethe possbility of discussng the modernization of
ar servicesin order to meet the growing flow of people and goodsthat hasbeen taking placeinthe
Hemisphere

Energy

Recognizethat in pursuing the regiond integration of energy markets, issuessuch asmarket reform
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and gability, regulatory reform and trade liberdization will be addressed; support and endorsethe
Hemigpheric Energy Initiative which promotes policiesand practicesto advance such integration;

8. DISASTER M ANAGEMENT

Recognizing the need to deveop, implement and sustain shared comprehensive disaster management
drategies and programs to reduce the vulnerability of our populations and ecoromies to neturd and
mean-mede disagters and to maintain or quickly resore minimum levels of consumption, income and
production a the household and community levelsin the aftermath of disesters induding irregular population
settlements; acknowledging in thisregard the need to expand the community of Sakeholdersat theregiond,
nationd and locd levels engaged in the formulation of early warning systems, the management of risk and
response operaionsin the event of disasters and integrated sustainable development Srategies:

Deveop the capacity to forecad, prepare for and mitigate the potentia impacts of naturd and
mean-made hazards, promote vulnerability reduction; adopt and enforce better building codes and
sandards; ensure gppropriate land- use practices; inventory and eva uate the vulnerability of criticd
fadlities and infradructure; estimate dimeate change variability and see-leve rise and assesstheir
possibleimpacts andin pursuit of the above, createthe requisitelegd framework and establishthe
cooperative mechanisms to access and share advances in science and technology and their
aoplication in the early warning, preparedness for and mitigation of these hazards;

Promoate the exchange of information on the vulnerability of infrastructure exposed to disasters as
well asthe early warning capacity, particularly inthe border areas of the countries of the Americas,
in order to design specific prevention measuresin the fidds of enginesring and legidation with the
am of reducing the socio-economic impact of naturd disegers,

Egablish or strengthen, where gppropriate, partnerships with dl reevant actors, including the
private sector, technical professiona assodiaions, regiond inditutions, civil society, educationd and
research inditutions and other multilateral coordinating agencies such as the Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs(OCHA), in the deve opment and implementation of disaster
management policies and programs at the nationd and community levels and promote greater
awareness and effective integration of these palicies and programs among nationa policy makers,
locd authorities, communitiesand media, and promote theinsurance and reinsurance of thesocid
and economic infragtructure as well as the decentrdization of information and decisionmaking;

Promote the exchange of knowledge and experiences regarding the combat againgt ingppropriate
practices in the exploitation of naturd resources and unsustainable patterns of consumption,

including the problems of waste management, which increase the vulnerability of the people to
naturd dissgers,

Promote the devel opment of tdecommunications for humanitarian assstance; actively encourage

greter use and interoperability of tdecommunications and other technologies and informeation
sysemsthat allow the observation and monitoring of different neturd phenomena useearly warning
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sysems such as remote sendng imagery, Geogrgphic Information Systems (GIS) based data
necessary to address and prevent emergencies, promote the competibility of these sysemsin the
planning and response to emergency operationsamong governments, gpecialized agendies, rdevant
internationa organizations, and NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs), and, in this spirit,
congder Sgning and rifying, retifying, or acceding to, assoon as possible and asthe case may be,
the Tampere Convention on the Provision of Telecommunication Resources for Disaster
Mitigation and Relief Operations,;

Egablish information networks with the involvement of the Inter- American Committee on Neturd
Dissster Reduction (IACNDR) and other rdlevant regiond and international organizations to
exchange scientific and technologica knowledge and experiences, encourage further regiond and
subregiona action to reduce risksand improve responseto naturd disagers promotejoint reseerch
and deve opment technol ogies and contribute to srengthen coordination of nationd prevention and
response agencies in natural disasters, to achieve this, draw on the work of ECLAC on the
improvement, up-dating and implementation of itsdamage assessment methodol ogy and continueto
promote natura disaster mitigation and risk reduction awareness and preparedness,

Congder the cregtion of ahemispheric sysem for prevention and mitigetion of disestersthat would
include, among others, a Speciaized database containing the best information available on the
characterigtics, experiences, srengths and wesknesses of nationd and regiond agenciesresponsble
for disaster prevention and mitigation and provide anew framework for technical cooperation and
research amed a creating a hemispheric culture of prevention and solidarity;

Adopt and support, as gopropriate, initiatives aimed a promoting capacity building & dl leves
such as the trandfer and development of technology for prevention —risk reduction, awareness,
preparedness, mitigation — and response to naturd and other diseders, as wel as for the
rehabilitation of affected areas,

Promote mechanisms that incorporate risk management and risk reduction methodsin public and
private devel opment investments,

Convene within a year a hemispheric meeting on disaster preparedness and mitigation with the
support of the| ACNDR and the participation of awiderange of government entities, regiond and
MDBs, privete entities, NGOs and the research, scientific and technical communities, to discuss
and develop cooperdive efforts to fadlitate implementation of Summit mandates on disaster

managemen;

Request the IDB to undertake afeaghility study in partnership withthe OAS, the World Bank, the
Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and other relevant inter- American organizations, aswell as
the private sector, including insurance companies, on measures to reduce and/or pool risk in a
manner that results in reduced premiums on catastrophic insurance, and mechaniamsto facilitate
contingent re-congruction financing and the immediate release of fundsto resolve urgent needs of
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the affected country; this sudy would examine the reationship between re-insurance and nationd
and community disaster management capacities, aswell astrends toward dis-investment and job
lossesin those economic sectorsrequiring codtly catastrophicinsurance coverage and therole such
mesasures might play in thisregard; share with the private sector experiencesin the development
and gpplication of risk management toolssuch asrisk trandfer ingruments, vulnerability assessment
methodol ogies and risk reduction incentives for the private sector;

9. ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Environment and Natural Resour ces Management

Recognizing thet the protection of the environment and the sustainable use of natura resourcesare essentia
to progperity and to the sustainability of our economies, aswell asthe qudlity of life and hedth for present
and future generations, and committed to advancing sustainable development throughout the Hemisphere
congstent with our 1994 and 1998 Summit of the Americas Dedlarationsand Plansof Action and the 1996
Santa Cruz dela Serra Dedaraion and Plan of Action:

We come the outcomes and endorse the areas of cooperation identified at the recent hemispheric
mesting of Minigters regponsble for the Environment held in Montred;

Reeffirm our commitmentsto implement Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS) towhich
we are party, induding through enactment and effective enforcement of any necessary domedtic
laws, reiterating common and differentiated respongibilitiesas st forthin Principle 7 of thel 992 Ro
Declaration on Environment and Devel opment and taking into account the needs and concerns
of samdl devdoping countries and nating, in this context, the recently conduded Global
Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants aso sress the need to build synergies among
MEAsto enhancetheir effectivenessinimplementation and to Srengthen internationa cooperation;

Support the preparatory process for the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development to
review progress achieved in the implementation of the outcome of the UN Conference on
Environment and Development, focusing on areas where further efforts are needed to implement
Agenda 21 and explore waysto reinvigorate the globa commitment to sugtainable developmert;

Request the OA Sthrough its General Secretariat, in coordination with other agencies, to organizea
meeting a theminigterid leve beforethe end of 2001, to behddin Baliviaon the occason of the
fifth anniversary of the Santa Cruz de la Sierra Summit of 1996, and present contributions to the
Rio+10 Summitin 2002, recognizing that by itsnature, sustainable devel opment haslong-tamgods
that require the countries of the Hemisphere to act in concert in thisares;

Request the United Nations Environment Program (UNP.) and PAHO to support theconvening of
aregiond meeting between Minigers reponsble for the Environment and Minigters of Hedth to
take stock of progress achieved, to identify priority areas for renewed emphasis and cooperative
initiatives, and to explore ways of moving forward in the Americas and globdly, with aview to
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contributing to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Devel opment, recognizing thelinksbetween
the environment and human hedlth;

Resolve, as paties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, to
pursueits objectivesin accordance withits provisons and to addresstheissue of climate changeas
apriority for action, working condructively through international processesin order to make the
necessary progress to ensure a sound and effective response to dimate change; recognize the
vulnerabilities in dl our countries, in particular of Smdl Idand Deveoping States and low-lying
coadtd dates, and the need to support the conduct of vulnerability assessments, the devel opment
and implementation of adaptation Srategies, capacity building and technology trandfer;

Promote the adoption, implementation and enforcement of nationd legidation, regulaions,
gandardsand policiesthat providefor high levelsof environmenta protection, recognizing theright
of each country to set its own levels of environmenta protection and, to this end, reinforce
cooperdive partnerships, placing particular emphasis on achieving deaner ar, enhancing accessto
safe water and sanitation services, and strengthening nationd and regiond capacitiesfor integrated
water resources management and for waste managemernt;

Consult and coordinate domestically and regiondly, as appropriate, with the aim of ensuring thet
economic, soda and environmenta policies are mutualy supportive and contribute to sustaingble
development, building on exiging initiatives undertaken by rdevant regiond and internationd
organizations,

Support initiatives such as the Hemispheric Round-table for Cleaner Production in furtherance of
our effortsto promote partnerships among government, industry and civil society and advance, as
aopropriate, the Plans of Action and the Globa Cleaner Production Information Network launched
at the 2000 Montred Internationa Pollution Prevention Summit;

Promote and support implementation of priorities for action set out in the Bahia Declaration on
Chemical Safety a the nationd leve, particularly those amed a increesing public access to
information on toxic substances and a srengthening cagpadity in this areg;

Promoteimproved environmental management a themunicipd leve, induding throughinformetion
exchangeamong loca communities, the deve opment of environmentally sound technology and the
promotion of partnerships to facilitate, as gopropriate, technology transfer, capacity building,

including the strengthening of local indtitutions and services, and support for initiatives such asthe
World Bank Clean Air Initiative and IDB programsin this areg;

Advance hemigpheric conservation of plants, animas and ecosystems through, as gppropriae:
cgpacity building, expanding partnership networks and information sharing systems, induding the
Inter- American Biodiversty Network; cooperation in the fight agand illegd trade in wildlife
srengthening of cooperation arrangements for terrestrid and marine naturd protected aress,
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induding adjacent border parks and important areas for shared pecies, support for regiond
ecosystem consarvation mechanisms, the development of a hemispheric srategy to support the
consarvation of migratory wildlife throughout the Americas, with the active engagement of avil
society; and the promoation the objectivesand theimplementation of theConvention on Biological
Diversity and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification;

Promote the adoption of concrete and urgent actions towards the implementation of sustaineble
forest management; promote palicies, practices, incentives and investment in support of sudtainable
forest management, building on existing hemispheric initiaives and cooperation, aswell as support
the UN Forum on Forests and its program of work;

Reeffirm our commitment to  advancing environmental sewardship in the area of energy by
advancing policies, practices, trandference of and access to technologies, that are economicaly
effident and take the environmental impacts of energy development and use into account; and
endorse and support the work of the Hemispheric Energy Initiative in this areg;

Promate the development of environmentally sound exploitation and management of minerds and
metas, recognizing the importance of the socid and economic dimensions of the activities of the
mining sector, and support the work of regiond and internationd forain this areg;

10. AGRICULTURE M ANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Recognizing the fundamenta importance of agriculture as away of life for millions of rurd families of the
Hemisphere as well as the role it plays in the creation of prosperity as a drategic sector in our
S0ci0- economic systemn and teking note of theimportance of devel oping its potentia inamanner compatible
with sustainable development that would ensure adequiate trestment and attention to the rura sector:

Promoate didogue involving government minisers, parliamentarians and civil society, in particular
organizations linked to rurd aress as wdl as the scientific and academic communities, with the
objective of promoting medium and long-term nationd strategestoward sudanableimprovementin
agriculture and rurd life

Support nationd efforts to strengthen rurd enterprises, in particular smdl- and medium-Szed
enterprisesand promote, where gppropriate, afavorable environment for agri- busness encourage
in acomplementary manner, thetraining of amdl- and medium-sized rurd entrepreneursaswel as
the modernization of training inditutionsin thisfidd,

Encourage the development of markets in the Hemisphere for goods obtained through the
sudtainable use of natural resources,

Strive to fadlitate access to markets for those goods derived from dternative deve opment
programs implemented in countries engaged in the subdtitution of illicit crops,
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Indruct the Minigers of Agriculture, during the rext meeting of the Inte- American Board of
Agriculture, to promote, in cooperation with the Inter-American Ingtitute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (I1ICA), joint action by dl the actors of the agriculturd sector to work towards the
improvement of agricultura and rurd life thet enablestheimplementation of the Plans of Action of
the Summits of the Americas,

11. LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

Recognizing thet employment isthe most direct wiay inwhich economic activity islinked to theimprovement
of the sandard of living of our citizensand that true progperity can only beachieved if it indudesprotecting
and repecting basicrightsof workersaswell as promoting equa employment opportunitiesand improving
working conditions for people in dl countries in the region, with specid attention to those in the informa
sector, to people belonging to ethnic and rdigious minorities, other vulnerable persons including women,
youth, indigenous, migrant workers, persons with disghilities and persons with HIV/AIDS,; ard noting the
importance of investing in human resource development, of promating employment security conastent with
economic growth and deve oping mechanismsto assi s workerswith periods of unemployment, aswell asof
srengthening cooperation and social didogue on labor metters among workers, their organizations,
employers and governments:

Resffirm the fundamental importance of the Inter- American Conference of Ministers of Labor,
welcome the progress made through its Plan of Action adopted in 1998, support the preparatory
processfor the Twelfth Conferencein 2001, and direct Minigtersto build upon the Vifia del Mar
Declaration which focused on the sodid dimensons of globdization and the modernization of
Labor Minidtries, by collaborating in the examination of the labor dimension of the Summit of the
Americas process, in order to identify areas of agreement and issues where further work needsto
be done;

Respect the Internationa Labor Organization (1L O) Declaration on the Fundamental Principles
and Rights at Work and its Follow-Up, adopted in 1998, adopt and implement legidation and
policiesthat providefor the effective gpplication of corelabor sandards asrecognized by thelLO
and congder the rdtification and implementation of fundamenta I1LO Conventions;

Consult and coordinate, domegticaly and regiondly in the gppropriate fora, with a view to
contributing to rasing theliving Sandards and improving theworking conditions of dl peopleinthe
Americas, create aprocessfor improved collaboration and coordination on thelabor dimensonsof
the Summit of the Americas process between Labor Minigriesand other gppropriaie ministriesand
key internationd ingdtitutions within the Americasthat have acriticd raleto play in theimprovement
of labor conditions, in particular the OAS, the ILO, ECLAC, aswell asthe IDB and the World
Bank;

Devdop new mechaniams to increase the effectiveness of projects and other technicd assstance
designed to build the capacity of smdler economies and thair inditutions to effectively implement
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labor laws and standards and to foster equality of opportunity with respect to gender, anong
others, in drategies to promote employment, training, life-long learning and human resource
deve opment programs with the objective of promating access to more and better employment in

the new economy;

Strengthen the capacity of the Minigters of Labor to develop and implement effective labor and
labor market policies; collaborate with employersand labor organizationsto develop and generate
informeation on labor markets; participatein did ogue, tripartite consultations and dispute resolution
drategies, and adopt ongoing drategies and programs as a core dement for professond
development in the labor market;

Continueto work towardsthedimination of child labor, and asapriority, promote the hemispheric
raification and implementation of thel LO Worst Formsof Child Labor Convention, 1999 (No.
182), work to bring nationd laws, regulations and polidesinto conformity with this Convention, ad
take immediate action to diminate the worst forms of child labor;

Promote and protect the rights of al workers, in particular those of working women, and teke
action to remove structura and legd barriersaswell as sereotypicd atitudesto gender equdity at
work, addressng, inter dia, gender bias in recruitment; working conditions, occupationd
discrimination and harassment; discrimination in socia protection benefits; women' s occupationd
hedth and safety; and unequa career opportunities and pay;

12. GROWTHWITH EouiTY

Recognizing that economic growth is fundamentd to overcoming economic disparities and srengthening
democracy in the Hemisphere, and that in order to achieve sustained economic growth and political and
socid gability, it isnecessary to facethe primary chalenge that confrontsthe Hemisphere- theeradication
of poverty and inequity - tha requires an integrated and focused gpproach, which promotes better
competitiveness, equity enhancing trade and more eguitable access to opportunities, taking into account the
difficulties thet the countries of theregion face, including those under the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
(HIPC) initigtive, in obtaining financing for their development; and that it isnecessary to tekemeesuresat the
nationa and hemisphericlevesin order to creste apositive environment for business, maximize the benefits
of orderly migration, minimize the effects of economic voldility and naturd disasters and encourage socid
gability and mohility in order to promote amore equitable digtribution of the benefits of economic growth:

Development Financing

Acknowledge the nead for devel opment financing, indluding aid from bilateral donors and lending
from the M DBs on gppropriate terms, and commiit to support our Finance Minigersand theMDBs
in promoting policiesto develop and maintain accesstointernationa capital marketsto finance.our
sudtainable devel opment efforts, recognizing that debt servicing conditutes amgor condraint on
invesment for many countriesin the Hemisohere:
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Enabling Economic Environment

Design and mplement, with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as
aopropriate, as wdl as the ILO, building upon the work begun in regiond and sub-regiond
programsafter the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas, legidation, policiesand regulations thet
reduce sartup codts, support the creation of new financia products for lower-income groups and
youth, foder the development of credit unions, community finance inditutions and supporting
indtitutions such as credit bureaus and creete conditionsthat encourage commercid banksand other
aopropriate finandid inditutions to broaden their dlient base to include more micro, smdl- and
medum-Szed enterprises and drengthen the capacities of micro, amdl- and medium-9zed
enterprise development agendies,

Provide and improvewhere necessary, both in rurdl and urban aress, accessto qudity informetion
sysemsfor micro, smdl- and medium:-Szed enterprisesthrough the crestion of non-discriminatory
mechaniams with the cooperation of the IDB, the World Bank, other donors, as appropriate, as
well assECLAC, and establish programsamed a promoting the use of computersand the Internet,
based on public and private sector partnership, to gain greater accessto information technology, to
credit and markets and to instruments designed to assist them in dl these aress,

Support and encourage, with the cooperation of the IDB and other donors as gppropriate, the
formation of business incubators, associative networks, joint projects, nationa competitiveness
programs, credit unions and complementary agreements among micro, smal- and medium 9zed
enterprisesaspart of abroader srategy alowing themto share best practices, toimprove accessto
information, credit and adequate marketing systems and to breek prevailing Stuations of isolation;

Increase access to opportunities for sustainable entrepreneurship, productivity and employment
among young people;

Improve, as gppropriate, sodid safety netsa the nationa and regiond levelsto gabilizeindividud
and household income and consumption by such means as dabilization funds, micro-credit
schemes, crop insurance programs, job retraining and training in vocationd, entrepreneurid and
busness skills with the involvement of the MDBs and development agencies as wel as
nongovernmenta and community- based organi zationsand to establish regiond networksto share
best practices and experiences,

Promote, in cooperationwiththe CIM, 1| CA, other appropriateinter-Americaninditutionsand the
World Bank, improved market accessfor disadvantaged entrepreneurs, particularly women, youth,
persons with disabilities, indigenous and rurd populations, by developing programs that generate
locd employment and provide training, retraining and life-long learning, particularly in new
technologies, and affordable services in business management, product development, financing,
production and qudity control, marketing and thelegd aspectsof business; by establishing outreach
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programs to inform low-income and poor populations, particularly in rurd and remote aress, of
opportunitiesfor market and technology accessand by providing assstance, monitoring, mentoring
, alvisory and other support services to enable these groups to take advantage of such
opportunities,

Migration

Recognizing the positive agpects and benefits of orderly migration in countries of origin, trangt and
dedtination as afactor contributing to economic growth and nationd and regiond development:

Support initiatives desgned to srengthen linkages among migrant communities aoroad and their
places of origin and promote cooperative mechaniams that smplify and speed up the transfer of
migrant remittances and subgtantidly reduce the cogts of sending them;

Support voluntary initiatives designed by communities or individuds for the use of funds in
invesment and productive projects benefitting the generd wefare in communities of origin;

Promote the discussion of the migration phenomenon at the hemispheric leve with dueregard for its
multi-dimensond natureand regiond differencesand, in so doing, consder theincdluson of thetopic
of migration in discussons on trade and economic integration;

Support programs of cooperation in immigration procedures for cross-border |abor marketsand
the migraion of workers, both in countries of origin and destination, as a means to enhance
economic growth infull cognizance of therolethat cooperation in education and training canplay in
mitigating any adverse consequences of the movement of human capita from smdler and less
developed Sates,

Strive to ensure that migrants have access to basic socid services, congstent with each country's
internd legd framework;

Create and harmonize satigticd information sysemsand fodter the sharing of information and best
practices through the use of new information and communications technologies, with the am of
promoting the modernization of migration management;

Enhancing Social Stability and Mobility

Continue and degpen progress toward implementation of the agenda for improving property
regidration established at the 1998 Santiago Summit of the Americas with particular emphasson
regulaizing informa property rights, in accordance with nationd legidation, to ensurethat al vaid
property rights are formaly recognized, that disputes are resolved, and that modern legd
frameworksto legitimize property records and encourage marketable property titles are adopted;
and that these actionsindude the formulaion of ingtitutiond, political and regulatory reforms that
would facilitate the use of property regidration as a mechaniam to engble property owners to
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access credit and dlow commercid banksand MDBsto expand their customer base among lower
income sectors, promote greater cooperation and exchange of information and technology to
modernize the sysemsof registry and cadadtrein the Hemisphere, and aso request multilatera and
bilaterd cooperaion indtitutions to continue supporting and srengthening, in a complementary
manner, their financid and technica assstance programs,

Support, in cooperation with ECLAC and the World Bank, research a the hemispheric level to
generate disaggregated data on the differential impact of economic policies and processes on
women and men, rurd and urban populations, indigenous and non- indigenous, and communities of
high or low socid mohility, and on ther respective participation in economic growth;

Promote recognition of the socia and economic contribution made by the unpaid work performed
by women predominantly in the home, and consider providing innovative socid sfety nets in
conformity with nationd law;

Promote greater recognition of the economic contribution of women's activitiesin the subsstence
and informd sectors and provide, through the internationdl and regiond MDBs and the donor
community, necessary asssance to communities participating in such activities, giving greater
awareness & the nationd level to gender issuesin macro-economic planning and policy-meking;

Cooperate and promote dia ogue on forced displacement, geared toward the improvement of the
attention given to populations displaced by violence, taking into account the problems thet these
populations face; and harmonize nationd legidation in accordance with rules and andards of
internationdl humanitarian law, induding the Geneva Conventtion of 1951,

Invite the IACHR and its Specid Rapporteur on Internaly Displaced Persons to continue to
monitor and report on Situations of forced displacement with aview to promating durable solutions
amed at addressing the root causes of such phenomeng;

13. EbucATION

Recognizing thet education isthe key to strengthening democratic ingtitutions, promoting the devel opment of
humean potentia, equdlity and understanding among our peoples, aswell as sustaining economic growth and
reducing poverty; further recognizing thet to achieve these ends, it is essentid that qudity educetion is
avalable to dl, induding girls and women, rurd inhebitants, persons with disabilities, indigenous, and
persons belonging to minarities; reaffirming the commitments made a previous Summits to promate the
principles of equity, qudity, rdevance and efficiency a dl levels of the education sysem and ensure, by
2010, universal access to and completion of quality primary education for dl children and to qudity
secondary education for at least 75 percent of young people, with increesing graduation rates and lifdong
learning opportunities for the genera population; and aso reaffirming the commitment to diminate gender
digpaitiesin primary and secondary education by 2005:
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Entrust the OAS to organize, within the framework of the Inter- American Coundil for Integrd
Deve opment (CIDI), ameeting of Minigters of Educationin Uruguay, to be held beforethe end of
2001, with amandate to:

- identify and set up appropriate hemispheric mechanismsto ensuretheimplementation of the
educaion initiativesin thisPlan of Action and to continue to promote actions on priorities
identified in previous Summitsbasad on acareful eva uation of our collective achievements
inthisares;

- edablish time lines and benchmarks for followrup on the implementation of our
commitments in education;

- establish, inlight of thefundamenta importance of mobilizing resourcesto support sustained
iInvestment in education & al levels, acooperative mechanism to promote the devel opment
of productive partnerships among governments and with regiond and internationd
organizations and the MDBs,

- promote the participation of and didogue with rdevant dvil society organizaions to
drengthen partnerships between the public sector and other sectors of our societies in
implementing this Flan of Action;

Formulate and implement policies within the framework of a dSraiegy for resolving socid
inequdities, to promote accessto qudity basc educationfor dl, induding early childhood and adult
education, particularly to promote literacy, while providing for dternative methods thet meet the
needs of disadvantaged segments of the population or of those excluded from formd education
systems, in particular girls, minorities, indigenous, and children with specid education needs, share
information and successful experiences in encouraging educationd participation and addressing
Sudent retention within certain groups, especiadly boys -in particular in the Cariblbean countries-
whose drop-out rete a the secondary leve ishighin certain regions,

Support and promote lifdong learning by:

- offering varied curricula based on the development of skills, knowledge, civic and
democratic vaues,

- providing flexible sarvice ddivery mechaniams induding the use of information and
communications technologies, to foder employability, persond growth and socid
commitment; and

- cartifying skills acquired on the job;

Strengthen education systems by:
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- encouraging the participation of al sectors of society in order to obtain a consensus on
policies that are viable and that guarantee the appropriate and continuous distribution of
resources,

- decentraizing ther decisortmaking and promating the participation of cvil society,
epecidly parents; and

- promoting trangparent school management in theinterest of securing an adequateand Sable
dlocation of resources so that educationd inditutions can play aleading role as agents for

change;
Enhance the performance of teechers by:
- improving their conditions of service; and

- rasing the profile of the professon by providing, in addition to solid initid preparation,
opportunitiesfor ongoing professona development, and by designing accessible, flexible,
dynamic and rdlevant traning srategies usng, anong other means, new information and
communications technologies,

Support ongoing regiond projectsfor comparableindicators and educationa assessment resulting
from the Santiago Summit, indluding cooperation initiatives based on performance assessment
programs regarding educationd processes and achievement, taking into condderaion sudiesin
pedagogy and assessment practices previoudy developed by countries, develop comparable
indicators to assess the sarvices provided by each country to peoplewith specia education needs
and promote the exchange of informeation on policies, srategiesand best practicesinthe Americas,

Striveto ensurethat secondary education ismore respongveto evolving labor market requirements
by promoating the diversfication of programs and experimentation with new, moreflexibleteaching
methods with emphas's on stience and technology, induding the use of new information and
communications technologies, and by supporting the establishment of mecheniams for the
recognition and cartification of acquired skills, and to thisend, promote the exchange of informetion
and best practices and support cooperation projects,

Promote more effective dia ogue between sodiety and indtitutions of higher education, and fadilitate
accessfor dl to these inditutions by baancing growing demand with higher qudity sandards and
public funding with greater commitment from the private sector; support hemispheric cooperation
for research in science and technology aimed a the solution of specific problemsin theregion and
the trandfer of knowledge;

Support themohility, between countries of the Hemisphere, of sudents, teechersand adminidretors
a inditutions of higher education and of teechers and adminidrators a the dementary and
secondary levels, in order to provide them with new opportunities to take part in the new
knowledge- based society, to increase their knowledge of other cultures and languages, and to
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enable them to access information on pogt- secondary studies and learning opportunities offered
across the Hemigphere, through new or exiting hemispheric networks, such as the educationa
Web Ste set up after the Santiago Summit; continue to support initiativesin thisfield such asthose
caried out by the IDB and the OAS,

Promote access by teachers, sudents and adminigtratorsto new information and communications
technologies gpplied to education, through training geared toward new teaching approaches,
support for devel opment of networksand sustained strengthening of information dearinghouses, in
order to reduce the knowledge gap and the digita divide within and between societies in the

Hemisphere
Science and Technology

Promote the popul arization of science and technology necessary to advance the establishment and
consolidation of a scientific culture in the region; and simulae the development of science and
technology for regiond connectivity through information and communi cationstechnol ogies essartid
for building knowledge- based societies,

Support  the devdopment of high-leve human capitd for the devdopment of stience and
technology research and innovation that would encourage the strengthening of the agriculturd,
indugtrid, commercid and business sectors aswdl as the sustainability of the environment;

Promote, with the support of existing cooperation mechaniams, the development of the regiond
program of science and technology indicators,

Endeavor to implement and follow up on the scientific and technologica activities mentioned
above, counting on the support of hemispheric cooperation and coordination mechanismsreated to
thisfidd,

14. HEALTH

Recognizing- further to the commitments made a the Miami and Santiago Summitsand in accordancewith
agreed-upon internationd development godsintheareasof maternd, infant, child and reproductive hedth -

that good physicd and mentd hedth isessentid for aproductive and fulfilling life, and thet equitable access
to qudity hedth servicesisacritica dement in the devd opment of democratic sodieties, and for the sability
and prosperity of nations; that the enjoyment of the highest sandard of hedth is one of the fundamenta

rightsof every human being without distinction of race, rdigion, palitical bdief, economic or socid condition,
as == forth in the Constitution of the World Health Organization; thet gender equality and concern for
indigenous peoples, children, the ederly and under-served groups must be of paramount concernin the
devel opment of hedith palicy; that health outcomes are affected by physicd, socid, economic and politica

factors and that the technica cooperation of the Pan American Hedlth Organization (PAHO) and other
relevant internationd organizationsshould continueto support hedth actionsinthe Hemisphere, inamanner
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conggtent with theShared Agenda for Health in the Americas sgned by PAHO, the IDB, and the World
Bank:

Health Sector Reform

Reeffirm their commitment to an equity-oriented hedlth sector reform process, emphasizing thelr
concerns for essentid public hedth functions, quality of care, equal accessto hedth services and
hedth coverage, especidly inthefidds of disease prevention and health promotion, and improving
the use of resourcesand adminidration of hedlth sarvices, promotethe continued use of scientificaly
vaidated, agreed-upon, common indicators for assessing effectiveness, equity and efficiency of
hedth sysems,

Strengthen and promote devel opment of domestic sandards of practice, accreditation and licensing
procedures, codes of ethics, and education and training programsfor heglth personnd; improvethe
mix of hedth personnd in the provison of hedth services to better respond to netiond hedlth
priorities,

Intengfy efforts and share and promote best practicesto:
reduce maternd and infant morbidity and mortality;
provide qudity reproductive hedth care and servicesfor women, men and adolescents; and

cary out commitments made at the Cairo Internationad Conference on Population and
Devdopment and itsfive-year fallow-up in New Y ork;

Deve op processesto eva uate the efficacy of dternative health practicesand medicind productsto
ensure public safety and share thisexperience and knowledge with other countriesinthe Americas,

Communicable Diseases

Commit, at the highest levd, to combat HIV/AIDS and its consequences, recognizing thet this
diseaseisamgor thregt to the security of our people; in particular seek to increase resources for
prevention, education and accessto care and treatment aswel|l asresearch; adopt amulti- sectord
and gender sengtive gpproach to educdtion, to prevention and to controlling the spread of

HIV/AIDS and Sexudly Tranamitted Diseases (STDs) by developing participetory programs
especidly with high risk populations, and by fodering partnerships with dvil sodety induding the
mass media, the business sector and voluntary organizations, promotethe use of ongoing horizontal

mechanisms of cooperation to secure the safety of blood; increase nationd accessto trestment of
HIV/AIDS-related illnesses through measures sriving to ensure the provison and affordebility of
drugs, induding reliable digtribution and ddivery systems and appropriate financing mechanisms
condstent with nationd laws and internationd agreements acceded to; continue dia ogue with the
pharmaceutica industry and the private sector in generd to encouragethe availability of affordable
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antiretrovirds and other drugs for HIV/AIDS trestment, and promote dtrategies to facilitate the
sharing of drug pricng information induding, where gppropriate, that available in nationd data
banks, promote and protect the human rights of dl personsliving with HIV/AIDS, without gender
or age discrimination; utilize the June 2001 UN Generd Assembly Specid Sessonon AlIDS asa
platform to generate support for hemispheric and nationd HIV/AIDS programs,

Enhance programs a the hemispheric, nationd and local leves to prevent, control and treat
communicable diseases such as tuberculoss, dengue, maariaand Chages,

Promote hedlthy childhood deve opment through: prenatd care, expanded immunization programs,
control of respiratory and diarrhed diseases by conducting programs such as the Integrated
Management of Childhood IlInesses; hedth education, physcd fitness, accessto safeand nutritious
foods, and the promotion of breast-feading;

Non-Communicable Diseases

Implement community- based hedth care, prevention and promotion programs to reduce hedth
risks and non-communicable diseases uch as cardiovascular disease and induding hypertension,
cancer, didbetes, mentd illness as well as the impact of violence and accidents on hedlth;

Participate actively in the negotiation of aproposed Framework Convention on Tobacco Contral;
develop and adopt policies and programs to reduce the consumption of tobacco products,
epecidly as it affects children; share best practices and lessons learned in the devel opment of
programs designed to raise public awareness, particularly for adolescents, about the hedlth risks
associated with tobacco, acohol and drugs;

Connectivity

Provide sound, scientific and technica information to hedth workers and te public, utilizing
innovationssuch asthe Virtud Hedth Library of the Americas, encouragetheuse of te-hedthasa
means to connect remote populations and to provide hedth services and informetion to
under-served groups, as a complement to the provison of exiding hedth care services,

15. GENDEREQUALITY

Recognizing that women's empowerment, their full and equd participation in the development of our
societies, and their equd opportunitiesto exerciseleadership aredl centrd to the reduction of poverty, the
promoation of economic and socia prosperity, people- centered sustainable deve opment, consolidetion of
democracy and conflict resolution and the development of equd partnerships between women and men;
further recognizing that these principles are the basis for promoting gender equidity and women's human
rightsin the Americas and working towards the diminetion of the full range of inequdities
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Endorse the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and
Gender Equit y and Equality gpproved a the First Medting of Minigersor of the Highest Ranking
Authorities Responsiblefor the Advancement of Women, hddin April 2000, by the CIM; endorse
as well the Regional Programme of Action for the Women in Latin America and the
Caribbean 1995-2000 and thefurther actionsand initiatives adopted a the Twenty- Third Specid
Sesson of the UN Generd Assembly (Beijing +5) to implement the Beijing Declaration and its
Platformfor Action; and integrate agender perspectiveinto theprograms, actionsand agendas of
nationa and internationd events, to ensure that women's experiences and gender equdity are an
integral dimengion of the design, implementation and eva uation of government and inter- American
policiesand programsin dl spheres,

Strengthen nationa machineries and other government bodies respongble for the advancement of
women and for the promotion and protection of the human rights of women; providethem withthe
necessary human and finanda resources, including through exploring innovativefunding schemesso
that gender isintegrated into dl policies, programsand projects, and support both the fundamental
role that women's organi zations have played and will continueto play in advancing gender equdity
and the joint efforts between governments and the private sector which contribute to respect and
undergtanding of the human rights of women;

Promote gender equity and equdity and women's human rights by strengthening and fostering
women's full and equa participationin paliticd lifein ther countries and in decison-making & dl
levels

Renforcetheroleof the CIM asthetechnica advisor to the Summit Implementation Review Group
(SIRG) on dl aspects of gender equity and equality and recognize the importance of the CIM in
follow-up to relevant Summit recommendations; providefor angppropriateleve of resourcestothe
CIM to carry out itsroleasthe principa hemispheric policy-generating forum for the advancement
of the human rights of women and particularly of gender equdity; promote the support and
participation of the IDB, the World Bank and ECLAC in the implementation of and follow-upto
thisPlan of Action;

Promate the use of information and communications technologies as a mechanism to address
inequalities between men and women and ensure women's equality of access to these new
technologies and to the requisite training; to thisend, ensurethat government connectivity programs
and programming a locd, nationd and regiond levels, integrate agender perspective representative
of the diversty of women within various groups, induding indigenous peoples and rural and ethnic
minorities

Strengthen systems for collecting and processing Satistica deta disaggregated by sex, and adopt
the use of gender indicatorsthat will contribute to abasdine andys s of the satus of women and to
theimplementation of public paliciesa the nationa and regiond leves, and that makeit possibleto
improve the monitoring and assessment of regiond and internationd agresments,
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16. INDIGENOUSPEOPLES

Recognizing that the unique cultures, histories and demographic, Socio-economic and palitical drcumdances
of indigenous peoples (asthe term is explained in the section of thisPlan of Action entitled “Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms’) in the Americas necessitate pecia measuresto assst themin reaching ther
full human potentid, and thet their indusion throughout our Sodeties and inditutionsisavauabledement in
the continuous strengthening, not only of humean rights in our hemigpheric community, but dso, more
broadly, of our democracies, economies and divilizations; noting that athough progresshasbeen made, itis
necessary to strengthen participation of indigenous peoples, communities, and organizetions, to promotean
open and continuous did ogue between them and governments, and to continueto work together to ensure
effective implementation of the rdevant mandates in the Santiago Summit Plan of Action:

Make their best efforts, in accordance with nationd |egidation, to encourage donor agencies, the
private sector, other governments, regiona and internationa organizetions as well as MDBs to
support hemispheric and nationd conferencesi n order to exchange experiences among indigenous
peoples and ther organizaions in implementing activities to promote their susainable culturd,
economic and sodid development, and in such other areas as may be identified by indigenous
peoples,

Acknowledge the va ue that the world views, uses, customs and traditions of indigenous peoples
can make to policies and programs related to the management of lands and natura resources,
sudtainable development and biodiversty; on this bass, develop corresponding srategies and
methodsto consder and respect indigenous peoples culturd practicesand protect thair traditiond
knowledge in accordance with the principles and objectives of the Convention on Biological
Divergty;

Increase the avalability and accessihility of educationa services in consultation with indigenous
peoples, especidly women, children and youth, in accordance with their vaues, customs, traditions
and organizationd gructures, by promoting linguigtic and culturd diversity ineducation andtraining
programs for indigenous communities; promote nationd and regiond drategies for indigenous
women, children and youth; Smilarly, encourage internationa exchange programs and public and
private sector internshipsin order to promote equa opportunity, raise the average school-leaving
age, maximizeindividua and callective achievement, and promatelifdong learning for adl indigenous

people;

Promote and accommodate, as appropriate, the particular culturd, linguigtic and devel opmenta
needs of indigenous peoples, in urban and rurd contexts, into the deve opment and implementation
of educationd initiatives and Srategies, with specid atention to building inditutiona capecity,
connectivity and linkages, induding through netiond foca points, with other indigenous peoples of
the Hemisphere:

Promote and enhance, in dl sectors of society, and especidly in the area of education, the
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understanding of the contribution made by indigenous peoplesin shaping the netiond identity of the
countriesin which they live:

Devdop drategies, measures, and mechanisms amed a ensuring the effective participation of
indigenous peoples in the design, implementation and evauation of comprehensve hedth plans
polidies, sysemsand programsthat recognizetheva ue of devel oping holistic communitiesthet take
into congderation cultura, economic and socid redities and circumstances;

Support the Hedth of Indigenous Peoples|nitiative, promoted by PAHO, in assisting Satesandin
consultation with indigenous peoples, to formulateintegrated public policies and hedth sysemsthat
fodter the hedlth of indigenous peoples, in desgning and implementinginter- culturd frameworksand
moddsof care specificaly amed at addressing the hedlth needs and priorities of these peoples, and
inimproving information collection, andysisand dissemination on the hedlth and sodid condiitionsof
these peoples, with particular emphass on children;

Reduce the digitd, communications and information gaps between the nationd average and
indigenous peoples and communities, through relevant connectivity and communications programs
and projects that provide sarvices in the fidds of palitica, economic and socd deve opmernt,
including the use of indigenous peoples information networks,

Promote the collection and publication of nationa atistics to generate information on the ethnic
composition and socio-economic characterigtics of indigenous populations in order to define and
evauate the most gppropriate policies to address needs,;

Support the process of reform of the Inter-American Indian Inditute, based on extensve
consultations among states and indigenous peoples of the Hemisphere, and further develop
processes to ensure broad and full participation of indigenous peoples throughout the
inter- American system, incdluding in the discussons on theProposed American Declarat iononthe
Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

17. CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Recognizing that respect for and value of culturd diversity contributeto socid and economic dynamism, and
are pogtive factors in the promation of good governance, socid cohesion, humandevel opment, human
rights and peaceful co-exigence in the Hemisohere, and that the effects of globdization offer great
possibilities for the promotion of culturd diversty, but aso raise concerns about the ability of some
communitiesto express certain agoectsof thair culturd identity; further recognizing the uniqueroleof culturd
property in the strengthening of geographic, sodid, historic and anthropologica bonds within societies,
acknowledging the need to Srengthen Strategiesto prevent theilliait trafficking in cultura property whichis
detrimental to the preservation of the collective memory and culturdl heritage of societies and threatensthe
cultura diversty of the Hemisphere; and bearingin mind thet the Generd Assembly of the UN declared the
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year 2001 asthe Y ear of Didogue Among Civilizetions,

Enhance partnerships and exchanges of information, including through the use of information and
communicationstechnologies, by holding aseries of seminarsamong experts, government officials
and representatives of civil sodety on the importance of the linguistic and culturd diversity of the
Hemisphere to promote a better acceptance, understanding, appreciation and respect among the
peoples of the region;

Encourage the convocation of a meeting a the ministerid or highest gopropriate leved, with the
support of the CIDI, to discuss culturd diveraty with aview to degpening hemispheric cooperation
onthisissue

Creste an environment to foster awareness and understanding of cultural and linguigtic diversity of
countries in the Americas, through a variety of means, induding the use of new communications
technologiesaswel asthe Internet; support, by meansof broad collaboration, new mediaprojects
which promote inter -culturd didogue through the production and distribution of culturd products
cregted for tlevison, film, the recording industry, the publishing industry and the dectronic media;
enrich the divergty of culturd content of these indudtries, inter dia through the preservation and
regtoration of culturd property and through the return of illegdly acquired culturd property in
accordance with our internationd obligations,

Promote socid cohesion, mutud respect and development by:
recognizing the contribution of physca education and far, drug-free sport; and

supporting initistives which: preserve and enhance traditiondl and indigenous sport,
srengthen the role of women in sport, and increase opportunities for children and youth,
persons with disabilities and minorities to participate in and benefit from sport and other
physica activities,

Commit to active cooperation among diverse inditutions, a both the nationd and international
levels, to eradicate the illicit traffic in culturd property further to the 1970 United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing thelllicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural
Property; dso, promote joint action with avil sodety organizations to implement and support
policies, plans and programs that will drengthen and promote research, recovery, sudy,
conservation, maintenance, restoration, accessto and gppreciation of culturd heritage and cuturd
property through proper care, preservation and use;

18. CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Recognizing that promoting the rights of children and their development, protection and participation is
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essentia to ensure that they reech ther full potentid; further recognizing the effectiveness and the need for
intervention centered on protection againgt discrimination, inequity, abuse, exploitation and violence,
especidly of the most vulnerable and taking into account agender perspective; asserting theimportance of
the cooperaion endorsed at the Tenth Summit of 1bero- American Heads of States and Governmentsin
Panama, as well as the sgnificant opportunity for progress for children in 2001 in the context of the
Inter- American Y ear of the Child and the Adolescent and the gods adopted at the 1990 World Summit for
Children; and recognizing the vita contribution of the Convention of the Rights of the Child in the
promotion and protection of children's rights, and the work undertaken by the Inter- American Children’s
Inditute (IACI):

Implement and support the commitments contained in the Agenda for War-Affected Children
agreed to by 132 daes a the Internationa Conference on War-Affected Children held in

Winnipeg, Canada, in Sgptember 2000, induding fostering the active participation of childrenand
adolescentsin policy, didogue and programming for children and adolescents affected by armed
conflict and dso encouraging the establishment of anetwork for them; consder additiona waysto
monitor, report on and advocate the protection, rights and welfare of children affected by armed
conflict in the Hemigphere in conjunction with the IACHR's Regpporteur for Children's Rights;

Promote actionsto establish, srengthen and implement public policiesto ensurethewell-bangand
integrd development of children and adolescents, and promoate the convening of conferences,
seminars and other nationd or multilateral activities dedicated to children and adolescents,
especidly throughout 2001 in the context of the Inter-American Year of the Child and the
Adolescent;

Ensure that every child in conflict with the law is tregted in a manner condgtent with hisher best
interests, in accordance with our obligations under theConvention on the Rights of the Child ad
other rdevant international humean rights ingruments;, induding the International Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights; bear in mind the United Nations Sandard Minimum Rulesfa the
Administration of Juvenile Justice; and providetraining opportunities, asgppropriate, including
gender-sengtivity and humean rightsingruction, to those involved in the adminigtration of judtice;

Identify, share and promote best practices and approaches, particularly community-based
agpproachesamed a supporting families, meeting the needs of children and adolescents at risk and
protecting them from physcd or mentd abuse injury or violence, discrimination, neglect,
mdtrestment, and explaitation, indluding sexud abuse, commercid exploitation and thewors forms
of childlabor asexpressed in ILO Convention 182; in accordance with nationd legidation, develop
nationd policiesand moddsfor rehabilitation or judicd sysemsfor minors incorporaing initiatives
for crime prevention, safeguarding the due process of law, and dlowing accessto inditutions and
programsfor rehabilitation and reintegration of child and adolescent offendersinto society and their
families

Endorse and seek cooperdtive meansto advance the recommendations contained in theKingston
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Consensus of the Ffth Minigerid Megting on Children and Socid Policy, hdd in Jamaicain
October 2000, which represents the region's contribution to theUN Special Session for Children
to be held in September 2001,

Encourage cooperation to reduce cases of international abduction of children by one of ther
parents, condder Sgning and ratifying, ratifying, or acceding to, assoonas possibleand asthe case
may be, The Hague Convention of 25 October 1980 on Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction, The Hague Convention of 29 May 1993 on Protection of Children and
Co-operationinrespect of Inter-country Adoption, and the 1989 | nter-American Convention
on the International Return of Children; and comply with ther obligaions under these
Conventionsin order to prevent and remedy cases of internationd parenta child abduction;

Inorder to protect and promote children'srights, deve op and implement inter- sectora policiesand
programs, which may indude the promotion of cvil regigration of al children, and dlocate
appropriate resources to undertake these tasks; establish and support cooperation amongst states
aswell as with dvil sodety and young peopleto ensure effectiveimplementation and monitoring of
children'srights, induding country- gppropriateindicators of the hedth, development, and well -beng
of children, and through sharing best practices on reporting through nationd reports by States
Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

Promote consultation, partici pation and representation of young peoplein al mattersaffecting them
by providing access to religble information and opportunities for them to expresstheir views and
contribute to discussonsin locd, nationd, regiond and internationd foraand events;

Reinforce therole of PAHO, the | ACI, and the IACHR astechnicd advisorsto the SIRG, on dl

agpects of children's issues, and recognize the importance of these indtitutions in follow-up of
relevant Summit recommendations.
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FoLLow UpTOTHE PLAN OF ACTION

On the occasion of our third meeting, in Quebec City, we underscore the need to degpen and broaden our
cooperation to meet the needs and provide for the agpirations of citizens. To achieve these objectives itis
fundamentd that we effectively implement the commitments we have made. To thisend:

We recognize the primary role of governmentsin the implementation of the Plan of Action.

Wewe come and encourage the extengive sectord cooperaion that exigsat theminigeria leve invarious
sectors, which form the buil ding blocks of hemispheric cooperation. Wedirect our respective Minisersto
continueto support theimplementation of the mandates contained within thisPlan of Action and to report on

progress.
Summit Management

We continue to support the SIRG as the primary body, accountable through Foreign Minigers, for the
monitoring of implementation of Summit mandates

With the objective of strengthening hemisphericinclusioninthe Summit of the Americas process, weagree
to the formation of aregionaly representative Executive Council of the SIRG, with a permanent Steering
Committee composed of padt, current and future Summit hogs The Executive Council shall serve:

- to assess, strengthen and support follow up of Summit initiatives, withthe OAS serving as
the technicd secretariat and inditutional memory of the Summit process;

- to maximize coherence between the Summit of the Americas process and mandates and
ubregiona Summit processes;

- to degpen partnerships and coordination between the Summit of the Americasprocessand
itspartner inditutions (OAS, PAHO, IICA, IDB, ECLAC, and theWorld Bank), including
examination of the suitability of new reationships with subregiond MDBs and

- to advance greeter engagement and partnerships with subregiona foundations, and with
cvil sodety groups, induding business and the voluntary sector, in the support of Summit
mandates,

The Slearing Committee shdl assst the Summit Char in preparing for future Summits, induding preparations
for SRG mestings.

I mplementation and Financing
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We underscore the need for ongoing did ogueand coordination intheinter- American sysemto ensurethe
effectiveand effident implementation of Summit mandates. Wewe come the engagement of theingtitutiond
partners (OAS, PAHO, IICA, IDB, ECLAC and the World Bank) in dl stages of the Summit of the
Americas process and endorse:

- regular did ogue between the SSIRG and the partner inditutionsto ensure coordingtioninthe
planning, financing and implementation of Summit mandates;

- participation of the Heads of the partner inditutions at future miniteria-leve megingsof the
SRG,; ad

- the strengthening of collaboration and grester exchanges of information and expertise
among MDBs, inter-American organizations and nationd agendes, with a view to
encouraging effective use of their resources, optimizing effectiveness of program ddivery,
avoiding unnecessary overlgp and duplication in existing mandates, maximizing funding
opportunitiesfor benefid ariesand ensuring cond gency intheimplementation of the Summit
initiatives aimed at advancing grester socid equity.

We recognize the essentid role of the MDBs and funding agenciesin mohbilizing expertise and resourcesin
support of the socia and economic gods of the Plan of Action. Wedirect our Minigers, working with the
SRG, to explore with the partner indtitutions, the ongoing financid support of initiatives, and encourage:

- our nationd representatives on the Boards of theseindtitutionsto promote the devel opment
of programs supportive of the Summit’s socia and economic godls

- efforts of the IDB and the World Bank to provide expertise and mobilize resources
for initiatives congstent with priority aress of programming;

- activepursuit of improved communication and coordination between Nationa Coordinators
and Executive Directors of the IDB and the World Bank, indluding amesting between the
SIRG and Executive Directors to discuss implementation of Summit mandates,

- the strengthening of rdationships at the nationd levdl among government ministries and
agendes respongble for theimplementation of Summit mandates, the IDB and the World
Bank, to ensure gregter exchangein the planning and implementation of Summit mandates;

- Western Hemisphere Finance Minigtersto increase thelr engagement in and support

of the overdl Summit of the Americas agenda, both with respect to their pogtion as

Finance Minigers, and as gpplicable, as Governors of the MDBs, weingruct our Finance
Minigiersto give congderation to the establishment of finencid mechanisms to support the
Summit initiatives and

- Efforts of the Inter- American Agency for Cooperation and Devdopment (IACD) to
securefinancing from both traditiona and new sources, induding new partnershipswith the
privatesector, and itseffortsto have the gods of the Summit inform the devel opment of its
Strategic Plan 2002-2005.

We recognize the centrd role of the OAS in supporting the Summit of the Americas process and the
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function that the OAS Specid Committee on Inter- American Summits Manegement (CEGCI) fulfillsin
coordinaing the efforts of the OASin thisregard and in serving asaforum for cvil society to contribute to
the Summit of the Americas process.

We indruct Foreign Miniders a the next Generd Assembly of the OAS in San Jose, Codta Rica, to
srengthen and reform, where gppropriate, theinditutionad mechaniamsand finandd capacity of the Generd
Secretariat of the Organization to support the Summit of the Americas process, astechnicd secretariat, and
to provide support to minigterid and sectora meetings rlevant to the OAS. In addition, we indruct the
cregtion of agpedific fund to finance the activities to support the SIRG.

We further support consderation by the OAS, other inter-American organizations and nationd
governments, of waysinwhich avil sodety can contribute to the monitoring and implementation of Summit
mandates, for recommendation to the SRG aswd| asfurther development of mechanismsand information
syslems to ensure the dissamination of information on the Summit of the Americas process and the
commitments assumed by governments.
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