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Welcome by Deputy Director of PAHO, Mr. David Brandling Bennet

PAHO is pleased to be able to host the XXVII SIRG. Our Organization has been very active in the Summit Process and the inter-American system. Significant work has been done in health sector reform, communicable diseases and connectivity. In addition, PAHO was present at the Meeting of the Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas held in early 2002, and recently held the Pan-American Sanitary Conference, as mandated by the Summit.  

Remarks by OAS Assistant Secretary General, Luigi Einaudi

The Summit has proven to be the central guide and stimulus for the hemisphere. This driving force tends to derive its energy from and be given confidence by the meetings of ministers and heads of government. The Inter-American Democratic Charter was mandated by the Quebec City Summit, and had it not been mandated by presidents it would not have come into existence with the speed and efficiency that it did.  Currently, Guatemala and Belize are in a new stage of negotiations, important work is being done in Haiti and Venezuela, all in the context of the Democratic Charter and complemented by the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) and the Summit process. 

The Secretary General has taken the lead in recognizing the importance of ministerial meetings, which provide breadth to hemispheric cooperation but pose a challenge to information sharing. Individual ministries tend to work vertically within their own system without sharing information laterally. The Summit process is particularly important because the heads of government can overcome this obstacle by sharing and disseminating information at the highest level. These are difficult times in the hemisphere, which can be resolved only by hard information within a framework of ideas that are shared and implemented. 

Remarks from the Chair, His Excellency Marc Lortie, Assistant Deputy Minister for the Americas and Personal Representative of the Prime Minister of Canada to the Summits of the Americas

Since the Ministerial SIRG held in Barbados this past June, a number of meetings have taken place in the framework of the Summit Process. These meetings include:

· First Meeting of the Ministers of Culture, held in Cartagena, Colombia on July 12-13, 2002. The meeting broke new ground in terms of discussing the preservation of cultural diversity in the hemisphere.

· Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility, held in Miami, Florida on September 22-24, 2002 under the aegis of the Inter-American Development Bank, in recognition of the fact that corporate responsibility is essential in legitimizing the motives of private enterprise. Panama offered to host this conference next year.

· Assembly of Delegates to the CIM, held in the Dominican Republic on October 29-31, 2002.

· Meeting of Ministers of Trade on FTAA Negotiations in Quito, Ecuador on November 1, 2002. The FTAA negotiations entered into the fourth and final stage. Discussions on labor issues have been included in the deliberations, showing the dynamic evolution of the process, which is also transparent to civil society and allows for its participation. A Hemispheric Cooperation Fund has been created to assist smaller states in strengthening their negotiating capabilities, as well as in preparing for the final agreement.

Upcoming Meetings were discussed, including:

· Meeting of the CITEL Permanent Consultative Committee III: Radio Communications, on November 11-14, 2002, in Quito, Ecuador. CITEL has played a significant role in developing the Connectivity mandates from Quebec.  A copy of the Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and the Quito Action Plan was distributed for your information.

· V Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, to be held in Santiago, Chile on November 18-22, 2002.

First Plenary Session

Report of the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities: Ambassador Paul Durand

The activities of the recently merged Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities included two meetings, on September 19th, 2002 and on October 31, 2002.

During the first meeting on September 19, Argentina was elected as Vice-Chair by acclamation, and a working group was created to study and formulate strategies and guidelines to improve the participation of civil society organizations in the activities of the OAS. 

On October 31, the OAS invited accredited civil society organizations to seek their views, share information and open up the process. Mr. José Miguel Vivanco, Director of Human Rights Watch for the Americas, was invited to make a presentation on their activities.

Four new civil society organizations presented credentials for accreditation, which were approved on November 6, 2002. Their inclusion brings the number of OAS accredited organizations to 54. 

Although a number of organizations were accredited over the last couple of years, little is known about their activities and how they support or complement the implementation of the Summit mandates. It would be useful to receive updates or short reports giving an overview in that regard (Guyana).

Report of the Joint Summit Working Group with the participation of the World Bank: Dr. Jaime Aparicio, Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat

The work of the Joint Summit Working Group with the participation of the World Bank has produced significant results, which are reflected in the list of joint as well as individual activities carried out in support of the Summit process. In the coming months, we will be working to identify new areas for joint action that can advance this relationship further. This includes strengthening institutional cooperation and lending support to ministerial meetings that fall under the Summit process. Most significant of all is the need to project these achievements to the public, to communicate their importance and make them relevant to the lives of our citizens. Significant in this regard has been the publication of the  “Official Documents from the Summits of the Americas Process from Miami to Quebec City.”

In light of all the activities, it would be useful to compile a list of mandates that have not yet been addressed. In this manner it may be easier to focus priorities and allocate resources accordingly (Brazil).

Additional comments from countries chairing ministerial and sectoral processes

The work of the Inter-American Human Rights Court and the report on corruption needs to be disseminated, as it has increasing significance to countries in the hemisphere (Nicaragua). 

The SIRG should address the following four priority areas:

o
Strengthening of the human rights system, on which the future of the Inter-American Democratic Charter depends.

o
Limiting military expenditures, a mandate which has not yet been addressed by the Quebec Summit.

o
Poverty and the social agenda in general terms.

o
Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Progress was made in Barbados but the momentum needs to be maintained. (Peru).

The XXXI Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women took place on October 29-31, 2002 in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. Discussions were centered on the following:

o
Implementation of the Inter-American Agenda for the Promotion of Human Rights of Women and Gender Equity and Equality, approved at the XXX OAS General Assembly.

o
Follow-up to the Summit of the Americas with regards to women, free trade and economic integration.

o
Second Meeting of Ministers and High Level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Women’s Issues (REMIM II).

o
Women and Human Rights, follow-up to the Belém do Pará Convention and Trafficking of Women and Children (Dominican Republic).

The Culture Ministerial was a significant first step in the direction of preserving the collective heritage of the Americas, and included discussions on cultural rights as human rights (Colombia).

On November 6, 2002, the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States approved four million dollars for activities relevant to the Summit agenda. Although the resources will be allocated under the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), it is important that they be allocated to the Summit process (United States).

Initiatives complementary to the Summit Process are being pursued on a sub-regional level. Within the framework of the Summit of South American Leaders, Brazil, Guyana, Suriname and Venezuela have worked out agreements on infrastructure development.  Furthermore, CARICOM has met regularly to discuss economic assistance in the Caribbean and has set up a special fund for this purpose (Guyana).

The OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security is making significant progress with regards to rethinking hemispheric security, particularly in terms of institutional modernization, emerging threats and human security. The Special Conference on Security will be hosted by Mexico on May 6-8, 2003 (Mexico).

The Miami Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility was very successful. A number of papers were submitted for open discussion under the thematic areas of the agenda. There was broad participation of all sectors. Prior to the conference there was an electronic forum, the results of which will soon be published. This conference has opened up new avenues for cooperation that go beyond the original Summit mandates. The results will be a starting point for another such conference in Panama in 2003 (Inter-American Development Bank).

Developments in the Hemisphere:  His Excellency Marc Lortie, Assistant Deputy Minister for the Americas and Personal Representative of the Prime Minister of Canada to the Summits of the Americas

In the lead up to the Quebec City Summit the hemisphere enjoyed economic growth and an influx of investment. The current reality is starkly different. Negative growth and outflows of investments have fueled new social and political challenges for governments. In order to face these new challenges, leaders, a third of whom were not present at Quebec City, must regroup to revitalize and strengthen the Summit process. The Prime Minister of Canada advocates holding an interim summit, which Mexico has agreed to host, that would address the problems faced by the Hemisphere. 

Countries expressed their support for an interim summit, noting that it should be based on a mutual consensus. It was suggested that the purpose of such a summit should be to discuss a broad social agenda with a view to confronting the democratic crisis, halt the erosion of democratic institutions, and restore investor and public confidence in order to restart economic growth. (United States, Bolivia, Argentina, Guyana, Venezuela, Peru, Colombia). 

Countries suggested that the agenda for such a summit bring to the fore urgent priorities, such as HIV/AIDS and crime (Guyana), the restoration of Latin America as a viable destination for foreign investment (Argentina), and development within the context of the Monterrey Conference on Development Financing (Peru). 

Justice Studies Center of the Americas Presentation

Dr. Juan Enrique Vargas, Executive Director of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, presented a brief account of the Center’s activities.

 The Justice Studies Center of the Americas was created at the Santiago Summit in 1998 under the aegis of the OAS, and has been operational since the end of 2000. Its mission is to strengthen and modernize the justice systems in the Americas by generating policies that will improve the administration of justice. Specifically, the objectives of the Center are:

1.
To stimulate cooperation in the exchange of information and best practices. 
2.
To conduct in-depth studies of justice systems and provide recommendations for reform.
3.
To focus its work in accordance with the challenges facing the hemisphere
The Center is a vital judicial institution and places its expertise in the hands of the Summits of the Americas process as a useful ally in hemispheric integration. 

Mexico-International Conference on Financing for Development “Monterrey Conference”

His Excellency Miguel Ruiz-Cabañas, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, gave a brief account of the issues discussed at the International Conference on Financing for Development, which took place in March of 2002 in Monterrey, Mexico.

Countries pledged to increase the amount of resources earmarked for foreign aid, partially reversing the trends of the last two decades. The participation of the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, the World Trade Organization and the United Nations lent the agreements reached greater solidity and legitimacy. Monterrey mandates also outlined specific roles that regional multilateral organizations could play in promoting development. In this regard, the OAS is the ideal forum to develop the Monterrey Consensus in the hemisphere for the following reasons:

1.
The OAS has a political structure in place, enabling it to create relevant policies on a hemispheric level. 

2.
The OAS brings together all the countries of the hemisphere, providing a forum for consultation and continuity.

3.
A number of countries outside the Hemisphere are Observer States of the OAS. This relationship provides an important avenue for extra-regional cooperation  (Mexico).

The SIRG was reminded that the Monterrey Consensus speaks to parallel obligations from all stakeholders as part of the solution and that it recognizes that official development assistance is not the solution to all problems. There was an equally important need for a foreign investment enabling environment and good government. A holistic strategy was needed that would enable the OAS to better respond to the opportunities and challenges presented by the Monterrey Consensus that goes beyond simple development assistance and which attracts private investment into the Americas. (Canada).

The OAS, through the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, is the place to develop and implement a micro strategy for development the hemisphere. A macro strategy can be developed by the OAS in cooperation with the Inter-American Development Bank, Pan-American Health Organization and United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (Mexico).

Second Plenary Session – SIRG Management

Implementation Monitoring Mechanism (IMM Chart)

It was decided that communications and outreach would be enhanced by the use of new communications tools in addition to the IMM Chart. The United States proposed that a working group of the Executive Committee of the SIRG consider how best to improve the communications process, while maintaining accountability.

With regards to SIRG financing, the Chair announced that CARICOM has agreed to contribute US$14,000 to SIRG financing per year. With that in mind, the SIRG will require a further US$75 000 for the year 2003.

The next SIRG was scheduled for March 24-25, 2003, but these dates are now under consultation due to a request made by a member state.   A Ministerial-level SIRG will be held at the OAS General Assembly in Santiago, Chile.  During the Ministerial SIRG, Canada will officially transfer the Chairmanship of the SIRG and the Summit process to Argentina. Based on a proposal from the United States, it was decided that the opening sessions, including the report of the Joint Summit Working Group as well as the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in the activities of the OAS, would be open to the press and civil society as observers. 
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