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June 2001-April 2002

I.  INTRODUCTION


The purpose of this report is to present the most relevant OAS activities and progress made in fulfillment of the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas, during the period from the last General Assembly to the present.


For more information regarding the meetings cited herein, you may consult our web site: http://www.summitsoftheamericas.org

II.  TOWARD A MORE EFFECTIVE DEMOCRACY
1. Inter-American Democratic Charter


The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Hemisphere met in Lima, Peru, during the twenty-eighth special session of the OAS General Assembly and adopted the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  The Charter emanates from a mandate from the Third Summit of the Americas.  The special session, which took place on September 10-11, 2001, represented the culmination of a negotiation process and contributions by governments, experts, and civil society to the drafting of this document.  


The five chapters of the Charter define the relationship between democracy and human rights, integral development, and the eradication of poverty.  It also contains a clause stating that any interruption of the democratic order or alteration of the constitutional order that seriously affects the democratic order of a member state constitutes “an insurmountable obstacle” to the participation of that state’s government in OAS fora.


The Charter also refers to strengthening democratic institutions and election observation missions, and the promotion of a democratic culture.  And it establishes the procedures to be followed, within the framework of the OAS, in the event of a crisis affecting the democracy of a member state.


The Inter-American Democratic Charter was invoked for the first time in response to the situation in Venezuela on April 11-13, 2002.  The OAS Permanent Council met on April 13 and adopted a resolution condemning the coup d'état and authorizing a mission to Venezuela headed by the Secretary General of the OAS, with the aim of carrying out a fact-finding mission and undertaking the necessary diplomatic initiatives, including good offices, to promote as quickly as possible the normalization of the democratic institutional framework.


On April 15-16, the OAS Secretary General, César Gaviria; the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Margarita Escobar; and Ambassador Lisa Shoman, Permanent Representative of Belize and spokesperson for CARICOM, visited Venezuela to assess the situation.  Apart from meeting with President Hugo Chávez and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the mission also met with a large number of representatives of institutions such as the National Assembly; the Attorney General; the Comptroller General, the Ombudsman, and the President of the Supreme Court.  It also met with the Cardinal and representatives of the Bishop's Conference, civil society groups, the media, the Confederation of Workers, and members of opposition parties in the General Assembly.


Upon his return, the Secretary General presented a report to the General Assembly at its twenty-ninth special session, held on April 18, 2002, which had been convened to analyze the situation in Venezuela.  The General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXIX-E/02) “Support for Democracy in Venezuela,” in which member states support the restoration of order in Venezuela and offer the support and help of the OAS as required by the Government of Venezuela for the consolidation of the democratic process.

2.
Electoral Processes and Procedures


The Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD) has provided technical assistance to the electoral authorities of Ecuador, Honduras, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Paraguay to strengthen and modernize their institutional capacity, thereby supporting the organization of their own electoral events. It also carried out the first experience of horizontal cooperation (Brazil-Paraguay), in the form of a pilot plan for the transfer of technology in the area of electronic voting.

In the sphere of research and studies, a database was created that made it possible to obtain systematic information from the electoral bodies of the Continent.  In addition, the UPD initiated direct contacts with electoral authorities for the presentation of a comparative study on the procedures used in electoral processes carried out by the UPD.


Inter-American Forum on Political Parties


On December 13-14, the first Inter-American Forum on Political Parties (FIAPP) was held, pursuant to a mandate from the Quebec Summit. At the forum, government representatives, parties from across the political spectrum, and intellectuals and academics examined the role political parties play in strengthening democratic governance. The forum’s recommendations included the need for a multiparty system comprising diverse political organizations, reform and modernization of legal frameworks, and transparency of political parties, electoral systems, and campaign and party financing. 


At present, the UPD is seeking funding to carry out the following activities:  a comparative analysis on campaign and political party financing in the Americas, a FIAPP web site, a virtual forum in conjunction with the Instituto Internacional de Gobernabilidad de Cataluña, a meeting with political party Internationals and Foundations, and the Forum’s second annual conference.


Electoral Observation Missions


The UPD conducted the following Electoral Observation Missions during the period covered in this report:

a. Nicaragua, presidential elections, November 4, 2001

b. Honduras, presidential elections, November 25, 2001

3.
Transparency and good governance


Second Meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA)


The meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) took place in Mexico City on March 13-16, 2002.  Approximately 100 parliamentary delegates participated representing 21 countries of the Hemisphere.  The meeting included two plenary sessions and two sessions of the following working groups: Security-related Legal Mechanisms, Organized Crime, Migration, and the FTAA. 


During the meeting, delegates underscored FIPA’s importance as a mechanism for discussion and sharing of experiences in the parliamentary arena to address issues of common interest in the Hemisphere.  The “Virtual Parliament of the Americas” project was launched during the plenary session.  The UPD initiated the first phase and subsequent phases will be coordinated by the Parliamentary Center, the Institute for Connectivity and Bellanet 
of Canada.


The General Secretariat of the OAS participated through the UPD, by providing technical assistance to the presidency and working groups.


Legislative Modernization


During the second half of 2001, the UPD conducted three high-level subregional seminars on legislative modernization (Ecuador, Mexico, and Montevideo) and two seminars supporting the Forums of Presidents of the Legislative Bodies of Central America and the Andean Region.  It supported the development of legislative information networks for the Andean Region and Mercosur. And it produced four studies and three publications on key aspects of strengthening legislative institutions, so as to develop new knowledge and information on legislative issues.  It also supported legislative modernization initiatives in the Congresses of the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Honduras, Ecuador, and Cordoba Province, Argentina.

Activities of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development is developing programs on government procurement and electronic government to help member states identify and implement best practices in public management that have already been tested, particularly in the Americas. The electronic government program initially focuses on modernizing tax, registry, permit, and licensing systems at the national and municipal levels.  

4.
Fight against Corruption

The establishment of a follow-up mechanism for the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was one of the first mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas to be fulfilled.  At the First Meeting of the Conference of State Parties, held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in April, 2001, the governments approved the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, also known as the “Buenos Aires Document.”  It was subsequently approved by the General Assembly of the OAS at its thirty-first regular session. 


First meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption


In January, 2002, the First Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was held at OAS headquarters. First, a Practical Analysis Seminar of International Monitoring Mechanisms was held, at which the international monitoring mechanisms of the following groups were presented: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the Group of States against Corruption of the Council of Europe (GRECO), the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), and CICAD-OAS.  The aim of this presentation was to demonstrate the structure and operation of these four mechanisms and to describe the experiences and knowledge gained from them, so that this information can serve as the basis for the Committee of Experts’ decision-making process. 


During the First Working Session of the Committee of Experts, the Rules of Procedure were discussed and approved, and the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption to be implemented in the First Round were selected.  The Secretariat has developed a proposal for questionnaires to be used in the review of these provisions that will be approved by the Committee at its next meeting, scheduled for the end of April, 2002. Also at that meeting, the Committee will select the state parties to be reviewed in the First Round and will approve the 2002 Work Plan.


Conference against corruption


A Conference against Corruption was held in Mexico City on April 15-16, 2002, sponsored by the Government of Mexico, the Trust of the Americas, and other public and private institutions.  During the Conference speakers discussed the causes and consequences of corruption and the commitment of various domestic and international actors to efforts to combat it.  Representatives of the OAS took part in the meeting and explained the scope of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (CICC) and how it was being implemented as a direct outcome of the Summits of the Americas process.  The Conference addresses such topics as:

-
The role of the media in combating corruption

-
Tools for enhancing the transparency of government procurement

-
Citizenship training as an instrument to combat corruption

-
Preventing and combating corruption at the local level:  empowerment of civil society

-
Accountability in Mexico

-
Strengthening the justice system

-
The role of academic institutions in combating corruption

-
Multilateralism and the CICC.

5.
Strengthening Local Government
Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities Responsible for Policies on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere


Ministers or the highest level officials responsible for decentralization policy, local government and citizen participation met in the city of La Paz, Bolivia, July 29-31, 2001.


At the meeting, which was opened by the President of Bolivia and attended by the Secretary General of the OAS, the countries highlighted and signed the Declaration of Peace, through which the governments made a commitment to strengthening regional and municipal administrations and increasing civil society involvement.  The countries further agreed to establish a High-Level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD), which would serve as a common point of reference for collaboration between countries of the Hemisphere in the areas of decentralization and citizen participation. 


The Government of Mexico offered to host the next meeting.  It was also decided that follow-up for these meetings would be entrusted to a secretariat pro-temporé under the host government of the most recent meeting, with the support of the host government of the next meeting and technical assistance from the UPD. 


This past April 5, policy-makers at the central and local levels, legislators, civil society representatives, and academic institutions of the Southern Cone participated in a forum of the Specialized Meeting of Municipalities of Mercosur (REMI) in Mar del Plata, Argentina, organized with UPD collaboration.  Representatives of international agencies and other development advocates also attended the forum.  Participants discussed the issue of “Decentralization and Autonomy in the Southern Cone: Advances and Challenges” from the juridical-legal, economic-financial, and political perspectives.  The forum’s primary objective was to provide an opportunity for reflection and to specify priority actions in these areas for the region.  In its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the High-level Inter-American Network on Decentralization, Local Government, and Citizen Participation (RIAD), the UPD collaborated by providing technical assistance to hold the forum and facilitated the speakers’ participation. 


Activities of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Agency is promoting implementation of the best practices available in the Hemisphere in municipal management and transparency, promotion of local leadership and connectivity, and the use of information technology for municipal development.  To this end, it is working with various institutions in the Hemisphere to facilitate partnerships for development and horizontal cooperation based on accumulated experience.  It is hoped that this effort will foster an open hemispheric dialogue leading to joint actions to enhance local development and respond to Summit mandates in the area of strengthening local government.

III.  HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

1.
Compliance with international obligations and respect for international standards


Promotion and respect for International Humanitarian Law


The Commission on Juridical and Political Affairs held a special session on the “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law” on March 6, 2002, in Washington D.C.  The meeting reaffirmed the importance of the results of the San José Conference in that the states of the Hemisphere should continue their efforts to implement International Humanitarian Law.  Participants concurred on the need to further strengthen the inter-American system for the protection of individuals through increased accession to the relevant International and Inter-American Conventions, and the latter’s incorporation into domestic legal regimes.  The participants also considered the progress made toward the entry into effect of the Rome Statute and recognized the need to continue to work on the protection of children who participate in or are victims of armed conflicts. 


Support for inter-American human rights instruments


A meeting of experts was held on March 7 and 8, 2002, to discuss the subject of “Support for Inter-American Human Rights Instruments.” It was attended by prominent jurists, experts in the field, and delegations of member States of the Organization of American States.  The objective of the meeting was to share opinions about achieving universalization of the human rights system in the Hemisphere and its implementation.


The participants concluded that the development of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights is a process of progressive expansion; that the universalization of inter-American instruments is an important factor contributing to the legitimacy of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights, and that the absence of universalization does not impede the progressive development of human rights in countries that have not ratified these instruments.


Lastly, participants recommended following-up on the initiative in the ambit of the OAS, by way of similar meetings that contribute to the full participation of all countries in the inter-American system, through the sharing of best practices in the defense of human rights. 


Freedom of expression


In June 2001, the Committee conducted an on-site visit to Panama, accompanied by the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression.  In December 2001, the Committee paid a visit to Colombia, again accompanied by the Special Rapporteur.  Both visits involved meetings and activities with government authorities, the media, organizations dedicated to the defense of free speech, independent journalists, and other bodies in civil society, both for fact-finding purposes and to gauge the status of freedom of expression in those countries.


In November 2001, the Committee traveled to London to take part in the International Seminar for the Promotion of Freedom of Expression organized by Article XIX.  There he was able to meet, for the fourth time, with the other two rapporteurs for freedom of expression in the world, Abid Hussain (UN) and Freimut Duve (OSCE).  Once the seminar had concluded, the three rapporteurs issued another joint statement on new challenges to freedom of expression, in connection with terrorism, regulatory provisions governing radio and television stations, and the Internet.

2.
Human Rights and Violence against Women
Project:  "Violence against women.  A regional analysis, including a review of the Belém do Pará Convention"


Executed jointly by the CIM, the International Center for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy of Vancouver, Canada (ICCLR), and ILANUD’s Women, Justice and Gender Program, the purpose of this project is to review the compliance of each member state with the provisions of the Belém do Pará Convention.  To this end, it examines issues relating to criminal law, procedures, law enforcement, punishment and corrective measures, as well as victim assistance programs, crime prevention measures, and awareness campaigns that have been carried out in the last five years.  Following completion of the research and analysis phases, subregional meetings of experts were held in Uruguay (December 2001), Ecuador (June 2001) and Panama (August 2001) to analyze research findings, craft recommendations, and establish consensus-based regional priorities for the implementation of measures for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women.  In June 2002, a subregional meeting will be held corresponding to the Caribbean region.  Following these meetings, a final document of recommendations will be prepared and presented to member states. 


The CIM, through its official delegates, has created secretariats pro temporé in the subregional host countries, for implementation and follow-up of the recommendations adopted by consensus. 

Project: “Trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation in the Americas”


A research project is being carried out in conjunction with the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI) of the University of DePaul, Chicago, and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (III), on the trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation in the region.  The project covers the following areas:  1) review and assessment of domestic legislation, including policies and laws related to trafficking and their enforcement; 2) review and evaluation of the international protection mechanisms that are applicable and/or available to combat trafficking and its effects, and 3) collection and analysis of information from all available sources regarding trafficking and exploitation patterns and practices.  The research is nearly complete in Central America, the Dominican Republic, Panama, and Brazil, and the final reports are being written. Contacts were made in Mexico to initiate the project in 2002, and preliminary contacts also have been made in Argentina, Chile, Colombia, and Jamaica.  The completed study will provide a comprehensive view of the trafficking phenomenon in the Americas as well as recommendations to eliminate it.


Inter-American Court of Human Rights


A meeting between the Court and Commission on Human Rights took place at OAS headquarters on March 8, 2001.  The following topics were discussed:

-
Implementation of the Rules of Procedure

-
Compliance with the judgments of the Court and the recommendations of the Commission

-
Strengthening of the inter-American system for the protection of human rights

-
Ongoing coordination between the Court and the Commission


Agreement was reached on the agenda for the next joint meeting, pursuant to the OAS General Assembly mandate.


The Court adopted its new Rules of Procedure, which entered into force on June 1, 2001. The changes incorporated in them should expedite the handling of cases and hence increase the number of cases processed.


In 2001, five contentious cases were heard by the Court, which held four regular and one special session.

3.
Migration

The Office of the Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) has presented a report with an overview of its activities during the past year, and in particular, the progress made regarding the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants. 


In monitoring the status of migrant workers and their families, the Office of the Special Rapporteur studies changes in migration legislation and debates over migration policy in OAS member states. It likewise observes the evolution of contraband, conveyance, and illicit trafficking in migrants and the response of states to this growing problem.  In addition, the Office of the Special Rapporteur conducts research on how the difficult economic and political situations in various states in the region have exerted pressure for migration and negatively influenced the treatment accorded migrant workers and their families in some countries.  The Special Rapporteur also follows with great care and interest the changes in migration legislation and practices that have occurred in the Americas as a result of the September 11 terrorist attacks. 


As part of the activities included in its mandate, the Office of the Special Rapporteur contacts governments in order to carry out visits in loco.  The Office of the Special Rapporteur visited Costa Rica in November 2001 and Guatemala in March 2002.  Its work also includes regular participation in intergovernmental conferences and forums on migration-related problems, such as the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM).  It likewise spends part of its time researching the economic impact of migration and problems related to conveyance, contraband, and trafficking in migrants. 


The Office of the Special Rapporteur met with IOM representatives to study the possibility of organizing a joint program of promotional and educational activities in the framework of the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants. In December 2001, it met with representatives of the Latin American and Caribbean Demographics Center (CELADE) of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to work on preparation of a hemispheric seminar on migration and human rights.  Additionally, the Office of the Special Rapporteur reached an agreement with the University of Villanova Law School in the United States to develop a joint study on comparative legislation on migration. 

IV.  JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW, AND THE SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS

1.
Hemispheric Meetings of Ministers of Justice


Fourth Meeting of the Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas

On March 10-13, 2002, the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV) was held in Trinidad and Tobago.  The meeting was attended by 20 ministers or attorneys general representing 31 countries of the Hemisphere. 


The following subjects were discussed at the meeting:  Dialogue of Heads of Delegation on juridical and judicial cooperation in combating transnational organized crime and terrorism, mutual legal assistance, improving the administration of justice and cybernetic crime. A report by the Justice Studies Center for the Americas was presented for consideration by the participants.


In addition, a Working Group was created to implement the recommendations emanating from REMJA-IV and to prepare a draft agenda for the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Attorneys General of the Americas.

2.
Combating the Drug Problem

The meeting of the Governmental Experts Group (GEG) was held on October 1-5, 2001 for the presentation of reports on follow-up of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM).  The purpose of the meeting was to review each country’s progress in fulfilling the specific recommendations in the evaluations published by the Governmental Experts Group.  These reports were based on information provided by the countries that were evaluated and include the GEG’s recommendations on the best ways to combat the drug problem in each country.


Recommendation follow-up is carried out for the purpose of evaluating each country’s achievements, the difficulties experienced, and areas in which it is necessary to strengthen cooperation to combat the drug problem. 


XXX Regular Session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission 


The XXX Regular Session of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) took place on November 12-15, 2001, in Caracas, Venezuela.  At that meeting, participants identified steps to address the mobility of different manifestations of the drug problem and considered the state of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) reports on implementation of the recommendations from the First Round of Evaluation.  This meeting also served as a forum to examine the status of implementation of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Production of and Trafficking in Arms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Related Materials employing CICAD’s Model Regulation.  Lastly, participants heard presentations by various Groups of Experts of CICAD on subjects such as money laundering, demand reduction, and chemicals. 

Second Special Session of CICAD


The Second Special Session of the Governmental Experts Group took place on January 18-20, 2002, in Washington D.C.  At the meeting, the draft National Reports and Hemispheric Reports of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism on implementation of the recommendations from the First Round of Evaluations 1999-2000 were presented, considered, and approved.

First Drafting Session of the Governmental Experts Group (GEG)

Second Round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM)


On April 15-26, 2002, CICAD held the First Drafting Session of the Governmental Experts Group (GEG) and the Second Round of the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM) in Washington, D.C.  At those meetings the national reports were drafted, revised, and approved by the GEG.
3.
Violence Prevention

This past April 12, representatives of the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence attended a meeting to review the strategic plan for the next five years.  At the meeting, the Secretary General of the OAS, César Gaviria, expressed his total support for the tasks undertaken by the Coalition to help countries of the Hemisphere reduce levels of violence in the region. Also present at the meeting were George Alleyne, Director of the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), and representatives of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank, UNESCO, the OAS, and the Center for Disease Control.  Delegates from the Agency for International Development (AID) and the Rockefeller Foundation were also present.  This Coalition was formed in June 2000, to raise awareness among opinion-makers and community leaders about the social and economic cost of violence and the need to promote prevention in the fight against crime.

V.  CIVIL SOCIETY

In February of this year, the UPD organized the Democratic Forum “Processes and Mechanisms for National Dialogue in Central America” in the city of Antigua, Guatemala.  At the meeting, facilitators, representatives, and key actors in the most important dialogue processes discussed the role of dialogue and negotiation as an essential tool for the consolidation of democratic processes, resolution of disputes, and for guiding policies that advance the sustainable development of nations.  A more systematic effort in this regard is proposed to compile successful experiences of political dialogue and develop the attendant methodologies.


The Office of Summit Follow-up also provided assistance to the Special Committee on Summits Management for a meeting with civil society representatives from different countries. At that meeting, diverse opinions were voiced about the ways in which civil society can participate in the implementation of Summit mandates.


Moreover, this office continued to assist the Committee in the area of involving civil society organizations in OAS activities and in maintaining an accreditation system.  To date, 51 organizations have been accredited. 

VI.  HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

1.
Mutual Confidence-building

Support for the Prohibition on Anti-personnel Mines


The Comprehensive Action against Anti-personnel Mines (AICMA) program continued to promote the interest expressed in resolutions of the OAS General Assembly in the universalization of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production, and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on their Destruction.  AICMA led the OAS delegation to the Third Meeting of State Parties to the Ottawa Convention, which took place in Managua on September 18-21, 2001.  This event provided an opportunity to meet with representatives of the donor community in order to reiterate the program’s ongoing financial needs and underscore the successes of the AICMA program in Nicaragua. 


Intersession Meetings of the Ottawa Convention


An AICMA delegation also participated in the Standing Committee meetings held in Geneva from January 29 to February 1, 2002.  The meetings served as a vehicle for sharing the “best practices” developed by other comprehensive programs for action against mines.  The intersession meetings also provided an opportunity to remain in touch with donors to underscore the program’s financial needs.


Stockpile Destruction


The AICMA program’s role in promoting the elimination of anti-personnel mine stockpiles in the Western Hemisphere continued to grow over the past year.  The program raised USD487,533 from international donors to support the initiatives by requesting member countries to destroy their stockpiles prior to the Third Meeting of State Parties to the Ottawa Convention of September, 2001, in Managua.  Of this total, Canada contributed USD448,616, while Australia gave USD38,917.  Through his project, known as the Managua Challenge, the remaining stockpiles in Peru and Ecuador were destroyed by September, 2001; these countries joined Honduras as the OAS member states to complete the process prior to the Third Meeting of State Parties.  With the assistance of various international organizations including the OAS, Peru destroyed more than 313,000 mines in a period of over four months.  Ecuador received assistance from AICMA in the form of technical experts provided by the governments of Canada and Nicaragua to destroy 154,344 mines.  For its part, Nicaragua destroyed an additional 20,000 mines in 2001, leaving 46,813 mines out of 136,813 in the Nicaraguan inventory remaining to be destroyed at the end of 2002.


Colombian request for support


The Government of Colombia formally requested technical and financial assistance from the OAS to comply with the mandates from the Ottawa Convention.  The most propitious areas of support will include preventive education against mines, assistance for victims of anti-personnel mines, and the creation and maintenance of a data bank.  Representatives of the AICMA program will meet with Colombian officials during the first quarter of 2002 to begin coordinating initial support.

Committee on Hemispheric Security


In response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 in the United States, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs attending their twenty-third Consultative Meeting agreed to instruct the Committee on Hemispheric Security to expedite its work in preparation for the Special Conference on Security, taking into account contributions made by CICTE, and to make specific recommendations to the Permanent Council.  With this in mind, a decision was taken to bring this Conference forward to 2003.  It was also decided to invite the Inter-American Defense Board to advise the Committee on Hemispheric Security accordingly.


On November 6, 2001, the first preparatory meeting for the Conference was held in the framework of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security and was attended by experts from member countries.  Other meetings are planned prior to the Conference.  These meetings to prepare for the Conference are to consider the most appropriate joint approaches to the various facets of international security; examine the problems and dangers to peace confronting the Hemisphere; and to study and evaluate peace and security-related instruments, the institutions and processes of the inter-American system, and subregional security agreements, mechanisms, and processes.


As part of its routine tasks, the General Secretariat continues to prepare an extensive and up-to-date inventory of confidence- and security-building measures and a register of experts on the subject, which are updated and distributed to member states each year. With help from the Government of the United States, the General Secretariat has made considerable progress toward developing an electronic system for the presentation by member states of their reports on the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures. This system should start operating in 2002 and we trust that member states will be able to begin using it shortly.


As regards the special security concerns of small island states, the 2001 General Assembly agreed to convene the Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, to be held in Barbados in May 2002.  In preparation for that meeting, the Committee on Hemispheric Security established a working group to draft the preparatory documents for the meeting and, in particular, the discussion of the management model for addressing the security of small states.

2.
Fight against Terrorism

On September 21, 2001, in Washington D.C., the countries of the OAS agreed to unite in the fight against terrorism and reiterated their solidarity with the U.S. in light of the September 11 attacks in New York and Washington. 


During a special session of the 34 countries of the Organization of American States, the Ambassadors
 unanimously approved a resolution urging all OAS countries to "reinforce regional and international cooperation against terrorism.” The document states that the struggle must be conducted with “full respect for the law,” human rights, and democratic institutions to uphold the rule of law, freedoms, and democratic values in the Hemisphere.  The resolution also instructed the Permanent Council of the OAS to convene a meeting of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) as soon as possible to decide on urgent actions aimed at strengthening regional cooperation to “prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism in the Hemisphere.”  The resolution entrusted the Council to prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism to be presented to the next General Assembly of the OAS in June, 2002.


The working group responsible for promoting that draft Convention has completed its work and submitted the draft for the requisite approval of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. The future Convention will focus in particular on areas of hemispheric cooperation in the fight against terrorism. It was also agreed that the draft Convention would serve to complement the 12 already existing conventions on the subject, apart from other issues of current concern, such as money laundering and border controls, etc. 


Inter-American Committee against Terrorism


The first special session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) took place on October 15, 2001, at OAS headquarters.  The Committee decided to identify urgent actions aimed at strengthening inter-American cooperation and to begin preparing a draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism.  Three subcommittees were created: Financial Controls, CICTE Work Plan, and Border Controls.


With regard to the status of existing Conventions, CICTE decided to recommend that countries that have not yet done so, sign or ratify existing instruments, including those not directly against terrorism but related to this issue.


Co-sponsored by all the countries, a draft Declaration was presented at this meeting, condemning the terrorist attacks of September 11 and describing them as a threat to international peace and security.  That document was adopted by consensus.


Second Special Session of CICTE


The Second Special Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) took place on November 29, 2001, at OAS headquarters. At that meeting, the Chairs of the subcommittees on Financial Controls (Colombia), Border Controls (Peru), and CICTE Work Plan (El Salvador) presented their recommendations to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism. 


The recommendations on financial controls dealt with the status of legal frameworks and systems to control money laundering in the countries of the Hemisphere, international instruments, national and international cooperation, and training and technical assistance. 


The recommendations for border control measures included strengthening border control mechanisms, increased security in issuing identity and travel documents, maximizing customs controls, and the development of mechanisms for cooperation between countries to combat terrorism.  The CICTE Work Plan was approved, which contains programmatic activities for 2002-2003 as well as activities related to the Inter-American Convention for the Prevention and Elimination of Terrorism. 


Second Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)


The Second Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism took place on January 28- 29, 2002, at OAS headquarters in Washington D.C.


Member states of CICTE presented reports on actions taken by their countries in accordance with the decisions of the XXIII Meeting of Consultation of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to strengthen each country’s internal security, and hemispheric and international cooperation.  They indicated that intensified measures were being taken to contribute to combating terrorism in the framework of individual, civil, and political freedoms and respect for human rights. They further stated that resolution 1373 of the United Nations, together with the twelve United Nations anti-terrorism conventions, serve as the foundation for each country to develop legislative and operational measures. The proposed measures included: the prevention and suppression of financing for terrorism, the establishment of serious legal penalties for those who engage in or support terrorism, and improvement of mutual legal assistance and extradition mechanisms. 


Inter-American Convention against Terrorism


The Chair of the Working Group responsible for preparing a draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism presented a report on the progress that has been made in this regard. 


The focus was on issues of hemispheric cooperation to combat terrorism.  Moreover, it was decided that the draft Convention would be designed to complement the twelve existing conventions and would address contemporary issues such as money laundering, border controls, and so forth. Following several meetings, a first draft of the Convention was approved on March 21, which the Permanent Council will present to the June 2002 General Assembly.

VII.  TRADE, INVESTMENT, AND FINANCIAL STABILITY


The institutions of the Tripartite Committee (OAS, IDB, and ECLAC) have provided technical and analytical support to each of the FTAA entities. During this period, the work has centered on support of each negotiation group and the Presidency of the groups in preparing different versions of the draft chapters of the FTAA Agreement. This includes preparing studies and documents for each meeting and attending all the meetings of each Negotiation Group in Panama.


Moreover, in compliance with the mandate relating to the transparency of the negotiation process, the draft FTAA Agreement was posted on the official FTAA web site (www.ftaa-alca.org) on July 3, 2001. In addition, the third Open Invitation for Civil Society in participating countries to contribute to the FTAA process was posted on the official FTAA web site on November 1, 2001. 


The institutions of the Tripartite Committee also provided technical and analytical support to the Committee of Government Representatives on the Participation of Civil Society.  Support work currently focuses on the preparation of documents before and after meetings, as well as attending all meetings of this Committee in Panama.  Additionally, the Committee is preparing seminars on civil society to be held in Chile (May 2002) for the Southern Cone, the Dominican Republic (June 2002) for the Caribbean, and in Mexico (August 2002) for NAFTA countries.


In accordance with the mandate to ensure the full participation of all countries in the FTAA, taking into consideration the different levels of development and sizes of the economies of the Hemisphere, and in order to provide opportunities for the full participation of small economies and to increase their levels of development, the President of the CNC presented a document to the Vice Ministers at their Ninth Meeting, which took place on September 26-28, 2001, in Managua, Nicaragua.  The main issues addressed at that Meeting of Vice Ministers of Trade were: presentation of information on the different FTAA negotiating entities, follow-up on the mandates of the Ministerial Declaration of Buenos Aires and addressing the different sizes and levels of development of the economies of the Hemisphere.  With regard to the latter, criteria or guidelines were approved for approaching differences in the development levels and sizes of the economies. 


To this end, the Trade Unit organized the following events:

· “Services Workshop for Government Officials.” Guatemala City, Guatemala. February, 2002. Regional focus: Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic.

· “Services Workshop for Government Officials”. Lima, Peru. October, 2001. Regional Focus: Andean and MERCOSUR Countries.

· “The Andean Community and Investment Agreements in the Americas.” Bogotá, Colombia. October, 2001. Regional focus: Andean Countries.

· “Services workshop for Caribbean Government Officials.”  Barbados, September, 2001.  Regional Focus:  CARICOM countries.

· “Research Network on Trade in the Americas.” Washington, D.C., April 30, 2001, and October 26, 2001.  These two organizational meetings served to launch the Research Network on Trade in the Americas (NetAmericas), which fosters contacts and information exchange among academic communities of the Hemisphere working on trade and integration issues.

In the area of Customs-related Business Facilitation Measures, the Ad-hoc Group of Experts agreed to publish information concerning the status of and need for technical assistance for the implementation of the eight business facilitation measures approved at the November 1999 Ministerial meeting in Toronto. The Group updated this information and published it on August 29, 2001; it is posted on the official web site of the FTAA.


The following activities have been carried out in response to requests for technical assistance from the FTAA entities of member countries, and particularly from smaller economies to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process:

· “Services Workshop on Modalities and Procedures for Services Negotiation.”  Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. February 22, 2002.

· Services Seminar. Paraguay, October 24, 2001.

· FTAA Seminar, Suriname, August 14-15, 2001.


The “Database on Trade-related Technical Assistance,” developed in the context of OAS support for the Consultative Group on Smaller Economies of the FTAA, is available on the official FTAA web page (https://www.ftaa-alca. org/trt/ta/SearchTACountry.asp).  The database facilitates access to technical assistance resources and provides additional information to donors regarding the trade-related assistance needs of participating countries; it is updated daily.  The same is true of the Trade Education Database (https://www.ftaa-alca.org/trt/searchted.asp).  This database contains information on the formal education and training programs on trade policy available in the Hemisphere. It was updated on December 15, 2001.


The Trade Unit organized a seminar entitled “Doha Development Agenda and the FTAA process: the Challenge of Trade Capacity Building.” which was held on February 28, 2002, in Washington, D.C.  At this meeting, the leading officials responsible for trade policy in the Americas discussed ideas for intensified cooperation in this area and the increasingly important role of trade policy in the economic development agenda. 
VIII.  INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
1. Telecommunications


In August, 2001, José Pileggi, Chairman of the Permanent Executive Committee of CITEL, presented a report to the Permanent Council of the OAS on CITEL’s work on the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas.  At the same time, the Chairman of COM/CITEL also proposed that CITEL be directly involved in developing and implementing a program of cooperation and collaboration for the establishment of a Connectivity Agenda for the Americas.  The Agenda’s purpose would be to reduce “digital exclusion” in the Hemisphere and promote the widespread, unrestricted access of all population sectors to information and knowledge.


At its December 2001 meeting, COM/CITEL adopted a working document, which proposed a series of strategies and an action plan to support the establishment of the Connectivity Agenda.  These strategies included the following: 

· Provide a forum for sharing experiences and building a knowledge base in the Americas, with involvement of administrations and the private sector.  

· Act as a facilitator among regional and international telecommunications organizations and development and credit institutes. 

· Maximize resources by promoting the non-duplication of initiatives to improve the infrastructure with which governments can close the digital divide.

· Raise awareness and promote governmental mandates for compliance with the establishment of a telecommunications policy through a national connectivity agenda. 


COM/CITEL also created the Ad Hoc Group on Connectivity whose mandate is to promote effective work within CITEL and with other entities interested in promoting the Connectivity Agenda. This group also should propose an implementation plan for approval by the Assembly of CITEL, to be held in August of 2002, taking into account the preparations for the World Summit on the Information Society of the IUT. 


This Ad Hoc Group was also entrusted with proposing to the Assembly a plan for a seminar for administrations and telecommunications regulatory bodies of the region to inform them about concepts relevant to the Action Plan approved by COM/CITEL, and to analyze its participation in the development of National Action Plans for Connectivity.


Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development is promoting a “rural connectivity and energy” initiative to promote telecommunications, Internet connectivity, and electricity in rural communities lacking such services.  The initiative consists of installing appropriate communications and renewable energy services in public buildings such as community centers, schools, and health centers. 

2. Transportation


Reduction of Damage to Transportation Sector Infrastructure


The Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment (UDSMA) sponsored a series of roundtable meetings in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, and Panama on vulnerability reduction and emergency response in this sector.  These OAS activities reflect its contribution to the thematic area of response to natural disasters and reduction of transportation infrastructure vulnerability, as requested in the Declaration of the Meeting of Ministers of Transportation in Punta del Este, Uruguay (March 15-16, 2001).  These meetings were based on the working document that UDSMA prepared to improve conditions in the transportation sector.  This document, which includes a plan for the implementation of mutual assistance actions for emergency response and reduction of infrastructure vulnerability, was presented and discussed with the participants at these meetings; the interest shown in the document was such that the decision was made to proceed with its implementation.


A regional meeting will be held in 2002, during which each country will present the results of its analysis of the document.  In other words, the focal points of each country, representing modes of air, sea, and land transportation, will describe, from the inter-regional and interinstitutional standpoints, the necessary actions to be implemented in the area of vulnerability reduction and mutual assistance. 
Meeting of the Executive Committee of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI)


The meeting of the Executive Committee of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative was held on December 4, 2001, in Washington D.C. On that occasion, the delegates considered reports in the areas of Disaster Response and Reduction of Transportation Infrastructure Vulnerability, Aviation Safety and Security, Institutional Cooperation, Commercial Arteries, Knowledge Networks, Transportation, and the Environment.  The relationship of the WHTI to the Summit of the Americas was also discussed, with emphasis placed on follow-up of the Initiative.  The Director of the Office of Summit Follow up made a presentation informing the delegates about the Summit process, follow-up and implementation of various mandates, and the relationship between different ministerial meetings.  In this regard, it was made clear that the Ministers of Transportation, through the WHTI, are entrusted with the implementation of mandates relating to Transportation. 


The President of the Executive Committee conveyed CARICOM’s interest in participating in WHTI meetings, as have other subregional entities (CAF and ALADI).  The next ministerial meeting will take place in Mexico in 2003. 

IX.  DISASTER MANAGEMENT


Risk Reduction Hemispheric Conference 


The Risk Reduction Hemispheric Conference was held on December 4-6, 2001, in San José, Costa Rica.  More than 500 participants from across the Hemisphere met for plenary sessions and workshops on implementation of the Summit’s mandates relating to disaster management.  The Conference addressed issues such as the link to mandates from the Quebec Summit of the Americas, democracy and disasters, national plans for risk reduction, information management and public awareness, and international actors in the field.  An innovation at the conference was to divide participants into sector-based working groups (agriculture, education, health, and critical facilities), to address crosscutting issues such as finances, civil society, information technology, and land use management.  The final recommendations were prepared and discussed with a focus on crosscutting issues. 

X.  ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT


1.
Environment and Natural Resource Management


Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Sustainable Development


On February 11-12, 2002, the Third Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Commission on Sustainable Development (CIDS III) took place at OAS headquarters in Washington DC.  A total of 147 people attended the meeting, of which 78 served to represent 26 member states.  Other participants included ministers and other high level delegates from the countries of the Hemisphere, as well as observers from international organizations and civil society.


As an introduction to the meeting, César Gaviria, the Secretary General of the OAS, and Richard Meganck, Director of the Unit on Sustainable Development and Environment of the OAS each spoke, noting that there has been important progress in the fulfillment of the Summit mandates, particularly in each individual sector. The rest of the meeting was dedicated to presentations from experts in the specific areas of sustainable development, including health, sustainable agriculture, education, sustainable cities, forests and biodiversity, energy, mining, coastal areas, institution-building, financial mechanisms, and scientific and technological transference.


The meeting adopted eight resolutions that will be presented during the CIDI meeting to take place in May 2002, and at the next General Assembly in Barbados.


Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development is promoting the “rural connectivity and energy” initiative described earlier. 

XI.  AGRICULTURAL MANAGEMENT AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT


IICA Activities


In support of the implementation of Summit mandates, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) created a Summit Implementation Review Group for follow-up of mandates from the Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.  This Group of the IICA – III Summit will act as the Secretariat for this process and will maintain a formal, ongoing relationship of communication and exchange with the OAS Office of Summit Follow-up.


An Electronic Forum for Dialogue on Agriculture and Rural Life has been developed and is operating on IICA’s web page.  Delegates may access this system to share national proposals and participate in discussion forums on the draft Declaration and Plan of Action from the Ministerial Meeting.


The ministerial delegates coordinated with leaders of the agriculture and rural life communities in each country for the preparation of national proposals.  Twenty-four national proposals have been received.


Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life


The Ministers of Agriculture, in their capacity as the Inter-American Agricultural Board (JIA), held the first Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas in the context of the Summit of the Americas Process, on November 26-29, 2001, in the Dominican Republic.  At the meeting, the Ministers acceded to the mandates of the Third Summit and their role as the principal hemispheric ministerial forum on agricultural and rural life.  They also adopted the "Declaration of Bávaro for the Improvement of Agriculture and Rural Life in the Americas.”  In the Declaration of Bávaro, the Ministers pointed out critical issues relating to the improvement of agriculture and rural life that must be addressed on an urgent basis.  They likewise expressed their conviction and will to promote a shared agenda and joint action with institutional partners from the Summit process, international development institutions, and cooperating governments.


The critical issues raised included the need for significant progress in the areas of food security and rural poverty reduction through i) increased liberalization of agricultural trade ii) strengthening dialogue and concertation of strategies, iii) construction of a favorable institutional framework for the sustainable development of agricultural and rural life, iv) support of rural organizations and communities to build their capacity, v) promotion of environment-friendly agriculture, vi) response to natural disasters and health emergencies, vii) increased investment in the formation of human capital, viii) bridging gaps in knowledge, information, and technology, and ix) agricultural modernization and strengthening of support services for agricultural food production and trade.

XII.  LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT


The XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor took place in Ottawa, Canada, on October 17-19, 2001. The Ministers covered a broad agenda ranging from the social and economic impact of the events of September 11 on the workers of the Hemisphere to the labor and employment dimensions of the Summit Process.  The meeting was attended by the Secretary General of the OAS, the Director of the ILO, and representatives of PAHO, the IDB, ECLAC, and the OAS acting as the Technical Secretariat.


The meeting focused on approval of the Declaration and Plan of Action of Ottawa which, among other initiatives, contemplates the creation of two Working Groups.  The first of these will deal with the labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process and the second group will focus on measures for building the institutional capacity of labor ministries for more effective enforcement of labor laws. It was decided that the next Inter-American Conference of Ministers would be held in Brazil in 2003.


First Meeting of the Working Groups of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor


The First Meeting of the Working Groups of the Conference of Ministers of Labor took place on April 8-11, 2002, in the Dominican Republic.  The meeting was attended by 20 countries as well as representatives of the OAS, COSATE, CEATAL, CARICOM, MERCOSUR, the International Labor Organisation, the MATAC project, the Labor Secretariat of NAFTA, and academics from diverse research institutions in the Hemisphere.  

· Working Group 1: Labor Dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process

In the Declaration of Ottawa, Canada, the Ministers of Labor established that this group would study the impact of globalization on employment and labor, identify areas of consensus in which cooperation programs can be developed, as well as problematic areas that require further collective analysis.  It likewise will prepare a report with recommendations for the XXIII Conference.  In addition, it was entrusted with designing a process to improve cooperation and coordination on the labor dimensions of the Summit of the Americas Process among Ministries of Labor and other key ministries and institutions in the Hemisphere that play an important role in improving working conditions. 


This Group covered the following topics:  regional experiences on labor-related issues and institutions of MERCOSUR, and the Andean and Caribbean Community; practices and experiences in Europe with cohesion funds; and, the labor dimensions of the integration of the Americas process.  The meeting also included a seminar on the labor dimensions of free trade from the perspective of the Americas.  Moreover, in response to the ministerial mandates, the ILO representative presented a preliminary report on labor standards and the process of integration of the Americas.  The terms of reference for this study will be finalized in June 2002.  The next meeting of this Group will take place in March, 2003, in Montevideo, Uruguay.
· Working Group 2: Building the Capacity of Labor Ministries


In the Declaration of Ottawa, the Ministers of Labor entrusted this group with building the institutional capacity of Labor Ministries and their institutions for improved enforcement of labor laws and with efforts to promote throughout the Hemisphere the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up.  This Group was created to develop regional and subregional initiatives and to prepare a report on how to promote best practices.  The findings will be presented at the XXIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.


The Meeting focused on raising public awareness about the ILO Declaration, promoting the Declaration through nongovernmental initiatives, and promoting the exchange of best practices in labor management.  The next Meeting of this Group will take place in February, 2003, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines.


Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development has participated in the follow-up of the Labor Ministerial Meeting, particularly with regard to issues of workplace health and safety. Terms and conditions for the design and implementation of technical cooperation and training projects have been established to facilitate the implementation, in the countries of the Hemisphere, of standards and procedures in the labor and social security fields, for which the Chilean experience will serve as a benchmark.


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development is developing a project to promote corporate social responsibility with particular emphasis on aspects relating to occupation health and safety in the workplace. The proposal includes raising corporate sector awareness of the social responsibility of businesses through hemispheric forums and training and funding to implement measures and policies conducive to enhanced corporate social responsibility.

XIII.  EDUCATION


II Meeting of Ministers of Education of the Americas


The II Meeting of Ministers of Education in the framework of CIDI took place in Punta del Este, Uruguay, on September 24 – 25, 2001.  It centered on fulfillment of the commitments assigned to education by the Third Summit of the Americas, approved in April 2001, in Quebec, Canada.


The final accords approved were:  The Declaration of the Ministers of Education of the Americas, the Declaration against Violence, and Resolutions 6 and 7 on Follow-up Mechanisms and Project Proposals in the Area of Education. 


In the Declaration, the Ministers of Education recognized, in the first instance, the need to incorporate the priorities set by the Summit into assistance programs.  They also committed to:

· develop and implement projects that emphasize quality and equality in education in order to overcome school failure in any form it adopts;

· improve school management and teacher training, and the involvement of families and other social agents; 

· offer  improved secondary education and training services to young people, and the certification of job skills, so as to improve their incorporation into society and the productive apparatus; 

· strengthen higher education, science and technology, and academic mobility, and promote new technologies at the service of education. 


Additionally, the ministers resolved to strengthen the coordination mechanism among the 11 countries (G11), stressing that it is open to the participation of all interested countries, and to promote mechanisms for horizontal cooperation through innovative educational exchange programs. They also stressed their interest in incorporating new technologies into education in response to the connectivity agenda of the Quebec Summit. To this end, the Educational Portal of the Americas was created to contribute to the dissemination of opportunities for distance learning at the highest academic levels.


At the meeting, the Ministers signed a political declaration against violence, war, and terrorism, in which they expressed their commitment to an emphasis on non-violence and a culture of peace in education in values initiatives at the national and subregional levels, and to promoting the creation of a continental program for education in values by 2003. 


Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development


The Inter-American Council for Integral Development approved the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005.  The plan establishes that all partnership for development programs, projects and activities in the priority areas should include human resource development, to the extent possible, in their design, implementation, and evaluation processes.


The Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development launched the Educational Portal of the Americas (www.educoea.org) in the four official languages of the Organization.  The Portal aims to support the peoples of the Americas in their personal and professional development by offering them informational access to a quality education and to a variety of distance training and professional continuing education courses.


In the framework of the declaration on Realizing Human Potential, a program for the education, training, and continuing education of human resources was launched as part of the OAS fellowship program.  This meant that, in addition to conventional training programs, an aggressive fellowship project for distance learning and continuing education throughout the United States could be implemented through the Portal.

XIV.  HEALTH


Meeting of Ministers of Health and the Environment


The Meeting of Ministers of Health and the Environment took place on March 4-5, 2002, in Ottawa, Canada.  This meeting was attended by 31 countries as well as diverse governmental and nongovernmental organizations.


The meeting began with an overview of accomplishments in the implementation of the Pan-American Charter on Health and Environment in Sustainable Human Development.  In this section, it was suggested that future initiatives should use existing mechanisms such as those offered by the OAS, rather than create new mechanisms to address this issue.  Participants went on to discuss and agree on the most important issues to be addressed, such as clean air, clean water, and basic sanitation measures, chemical safety, and the need to anticipate and prevent the health implications of climatic changes and/or natural disasters.  Following discussion of these issues, as a final point, participants examined the importance of knowledge and information flow when confronting threats to the environment and to health.  The discussion focused on the important role of information dissemination and sharing of experiences, particularly with decision-makers.

XV.  GENDER EQUALITY


The Inter-American Council for Integral Development approved the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, establishing
 that partnership for development programs, projects and activities in the priority areas of the plan should include gender equality and equity, to the extent possible, in their design, implementation, and evaluation processes.

Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA)

A. Incorporating a gender perspective at ministerial meetings

· SEPIA I – Gender and Labor.  The CIM, together with the International Labor Organization (ILO), the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the U.S. Department of Labor, the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations AFL-CIO, the Unit for Social Development and Education of the OAS (USDE), and the OAS Summit Office, prepared recommendations on gender mainstreaming in the programs and policies of the Ministries of Labor. These recommendations stress the following priority areas:  the integration of a gender perspective in all of the policies and programs in the labor sector; the collection of disaggregated data on sex and age; equal remuneration for equal work or for maintaining a secure and clean work environment; the promotion of a social dialogue for female workers; extended social protection to female workers who are self-employed, are not remunerated for their work or are in the informal sector, micro-enterprises, domestic service; the right to collective bargaining or unionization; and, finally, gender equality and equity in human resource development.


These recommendations were presented at the preparatory meeting for the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) and considered at the Ministerial Conference which took place in October of that year in Canada.  Subsequently, the CIM convened a meeting of experts with representatives from governments, civil society, and specialized entities to analyze incorporation of a gender perspective in the Declaration and Plan of Action from that Ministerial and to suggest strategies for its inclusion. The lines of action and general recommendations emanating from this meeting, which encompass the aforementioned areas and propose measures for their implementation (SEPIA I, Gender and Labor), were approved by the Executive Committee of the CIM and forwarded to the Ministers of Labor, the Secretariat pro temporé of the XII IACML, and the chairs of the working groups and National Coordinators, among others. Currently, the CIM is participating in the follow-up meetings of the XII IACML.

· SEPIA II - Gender and Justice.  A similar process was used to present recommendations on gender mainstreaming to the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice of the Americas (REMJA IV), to be held in March 2002.  The recommendations were prepared jointly with the American University Law School, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL), the International Association of Women Judges, and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIDH).  They were based on a working document prepared by the Latin American Institute for Crime Prevention and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD).  The meeting of experts SEPIA II – Gender and Justice will take place in July 2002, to follow up on and propose actions to implement the recommendations presented.

B. Gender mainstreaming within the OAS 


A joint project of CIDA/CIM/OAS was launched with Canadian government funding to train OAS officials in gender mainstreaming in its programs and policies.  During this period, a steering committee was formed for the project. In addition, a work plan was established, potential participants were identified, and the steering committee participated in CIDA’s program on training in gender issues.  This training program will begin in May 2002, and will last from two to three years.

XVI.  INDIGENOUS PEOPLES


Special Sessions on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


The Chair of the Working Group entrusted with preparing the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples organized special sessions for this purpose on March 11 and 15, 2002.  Canada, the United States, and Finland contributed the required funds to ensure the broad participation of indigenous representatives from throughout the Hemisphere in these sessions, during which open and transparent discussions were held with representatives of member states regarding the elements to be included in this declaration.


Discussion in these sessions revolved around three contributions:  an original draft provided by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, proposals made by indigenous representatives and representatives of member states, and proposals by the board of the working group.  Self-determination was one of the fundamental issues discussed at this session.  The participants agreed on the need to continue with national consultations and create a voluntary fund in support of a permanent indigenous forum. Lastly, during the closing session, there was consensus around the progress of the draft Declaration and the need for ongoing dialogue between member states and indigenous peoples. 
XVII.  CULTURAL DIVERSITY


On April 11, 2002, a meeting was held in Washington, D.C. of the working group to prepare the First Conference of Ministers of Culture, which is scheduled for June 12-13, 2002 in Cartagena, Colombia.  The next preparatory meeting will take place in Venezuela on May 14, 2002.

XVIII.  FOLLOW-UP OF THE PLAN OF ACTION


During the month of July, the international organs (IDB, PAHO, ECLAC, OAS) signed a Memorandum of Understanding on improving coordination of support for the implementation and follow-up of the mandates from the Summits of the Americas.  Pursuant to this Memorandum of Understanding a permanent coordination and information entity was created comprising these organs.  The World Bank also will participate in this entity, which was subsequently joined by IICA, the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), and the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI).


This Coordination Entity formed a joint Working Group comprising the aforementioned organizations, which met periodically to plan joint activities and to share information about programs, projects, and activities related to fulfillment of the mandates from the Quebec Summit.  The OAS Office of Summit Follow-up acts as the Secretariat for this Working Group.


The Special Committee on Summits Management.  This Committee held a meeting on March 22, which was open to civil society in order to hear suggestions from that sector regarding its participation in the implementation of the Summit mandates. 


In order to disseminate information about the Summits Process, the OSFU has published two editions of the News Bulletin on implementation of mandates.  It has also given several presentations on the subject in various forums.

The OSFU also acted as the Secretariat at two meetings of the SIRG (Summit Implementation Review Group) and its Executive Committee, and, on behalf of the members of the Joint Working Group of the Summit, presented a report on the activities carried out by international organizations. 


Activities of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

The SIRG held two meetings in the period covered by this report.  The first was on October 25-26, 2001, at OAS headquarters.  Participants reviewed priorities on the Summit of the Americas agenda in light of the repercussions of the terrorist acts of September 11 in New York and Washington. The international organizations also presented a report on their activities to date.  Finally, there was a discussion about monitoring implementation of mandates and its financing.


The second meeting took place on March 25 and 26, 2002, at OAS headquarters.  Participants reviewed compliance with Summit mandates taking recent international events into account; analyzed the outcomes of the UN Conference in Mexico; and in that context discussed financing for initiatives.  During the meeting, the OSFU arranged for representatives of the Caribbean to meet with representatives of multilateral banks to address the issue of financing Summit mandates.
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