EXPANDED VERSION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE MEETING WITH CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE XXXVII MEETING OF THE SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP (SIRG) 

Prepared by the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat

March 10, 2005 - Palacio San Martín, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Consultations with civil society on the priorities for the Fourth Summit of the Americas 
The Summits of the Americas Secretariat moderated the forum dedicated to consultations with civil society which was scheduled for the second day of the SIRG meeting.  The Executive Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat turned the floor over to Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Committee on Summits Management and Civil Society Participation (CISC) of the Permanent Council of the OAS, who presented the recommendations of civil society organizations which were outcomes of the Round Table with Civil Society and the Special Session on the topic of the Fourth Summit: “Creating Work to Tackle Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”  These events took place in Washington, D.C., on January 24-25, 2005 and were organized by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, with the support of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Open Society Institute (OSI), and the Government of Argentina.

Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina and Chair of the Committee on Summits Management and Civil Society Participation (CISC) of the Permanent Council of the OAS, reported that, in compliance with OAS Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 840, “Strategies to increase and strengthen the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities” and CP/RES.759 “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the CISC has adopted the initiative to support various events that would encourage from the broadest participation particularly in light of the upcoming Fourth Summit of the Americas.

As a result, , the Summits of the Americas Secretariat organized a Round Table for on January 24, 2005 which was attended by 131 representatives of civil society to promote the monitoring and implementation the Summit mandates and to improve the flow of communication and information between the interested parties in preparation for the upcoming Fourth Summit of the Americas.  The Summits of the Americas Secretariat guaranteed equitable geographical and gender representation which allowed organizations with relevant expertise in the Summit’s topics and organizations with network affiliations to attend the event.
The Chair of the CISC outlined how the Round Table was to be designed; there were three working sessions each focusing a different topic and a fourth session for summarizing the proposals and recommendations arising from these debates.  During this time, they were advised to focus on creating tools which would to overcome the high levels of poverty, social inequality and marginalization which inhibit the full functioning of democracy in our societies.

On January 25, the Committee on Summits Management and Civil Society Participation (CISC) held a special session with the Member States, where representatives of government, nongovernmental organizations and research and academic centers exchanged their points of view on the central topic of the Fourth Summit “Creating Work to Tackle Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”

The Chair of the CISC summarized the recommendations of civil society regarding the topic Creating Work in the Americas.  The representatives of civil society emphasized the need to strengthen the capacity of local and national institutions, as well as local business to force the markets to become more transparent.  They highlighted the importance of making science and technology more accessible and facilitating access to credit and training programs that include young people, women, indigenous peoples, peoples of African descent, and migrant workers. 

Furthermore, the participants mentioned the importance of implementing reforms in education and the need to close the gap between the quality of education in public and private institutions and between rural and urban education systems.  The debate also focused on the need to allocate resources to the informal sector in order to integrate it into the formal economy and to draw up policies that offer more opportunities to include the perspective of small businesses.

In regards to Creating Work to Tackle Poverty, prominence was given to recognizing the sectors of society that suffer from poverty and that have traditionally been marginalized, as well as acknowledging that the right to employment is a basic human right. Bearing in mind that the current economic model has produced high levels of inequality and emphasizing the right to freedom of association, they considered it necessary to reassert the Millennium Development Goals which develop mechanisms to aid governments and multilateral organizations revise employment policies—such as the rights of workers—and to ensure the inclusion of legal clauses and instruments in regional and national free trade agreements.

The representatives of civil society concluded that it would be appropriate to search for new systems that would guarantee a more equitable society since the economic model that had prevailed in the region over the past two decades was inadequate and had led to both extreme poverty and extreme wealth. It was also mentioned that the redistribution of wealth should be a major concerns of the governments.

The session on Creating Work to Strengthen Democratic Governance recognized the need to guarantee income, social protection and social recognition. To the extent that income determines what basic needs can be met, it is essential that new labor and employment policies are in accordance with the new economic development mode. The labor sector affects democratic governance because of its social repercussions, ensures access to precise public information, and strives to incorporate human rights issues into trade agreements.

These events emphasize the importance of establishing measurable indicators and objectives to evaluate the progress made in implementing the mandates of the Summits of the Americas and the need for the States to develop working plans with clear objectives and precise timetables for their implementation.

Finally, Ambassador Gil thanked the Summits of the Americas Secretariat for organizing these working sessions and the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and the Open Society Institute for they support financed the participation of civil society.

The Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat reported that the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Democracy Network with support from the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Government of the Republic of Argentina organized a meeting with close to 40 representatives of civil society which took place on March 9, 2005 at the headquarters of the Institute for the Integration of Latin America and the Caribbean (INTAL) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).  The goal of this meeting was to continue reflecting on the participation of civil society in the Summits process and to draw up specific recommendations to be presented at the SIRG for the purpose of broadening the base of recommendations from civil society that Ambassador Gil has just presented.  

The Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat thanked the Inter-American Democracy Network, Gustavo Gamallo, and his working team for their collaboration in helping to coordinate the event, as well as the civil society organizations that attended.  He turned the floor over to the representatives of civil society who were represented by Mr. Victor Hugo Ricco, Coordinator of the Participation in the Americas Initiative of the Center for Human Rights and Environment (CEDHA) and Ms. María Carolina Casas, Coordinator of the Program of the Presence Foundation.

In regards to the topics at hand, the representatives of civil society made the following recommendations:

1. Clarity in the process of participation of civil society 

Establish a clear and concrete methodology to articulate the participation of civil society in the Summit process.  It should be all-embracing and pluralistic, permitting contributions from the largest possible number of civil society organizations.  This requires drawing up a clear timetable of the meetings of government delegates, with prior access within reasonable time-limits to the drafts of the Declaration that are drawn up and other documents dealt with, including national reports on compliance with the mandates.  It also involves institutionalizing civil society participation in compliance with the Declaration of Nuevo León. Regarding this, the participation of government delegates in the dialogue between civil society and the State, where the recommendations of society are submitted, is mandatory.  This also requires objective parameters for the allocation of resources to guarantee the participation of a wider range of civil society organizations.

2. Measuring the incidence of civil society’s participation 

To measure the incidence of civil society’s participation in the process, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat should compare the recommendations received from civil society with the final draft of the Declaration of Mar del Plata, specifying which contributions have been taken into consideration and which have been omitted and what criteria were applied when taking the decision to omit them.  To draw attention on the limited participation of the representatives of States in the past Round Table with Civil Society and the Special Session of the CISC.  To recommend that the participation of States in these dialogue forums be mandatory.

Likewise, domestically, there should be consistency with the regional mandate of institutionalizing the civil society’s participation in the Summit Process, and each national focal point should clearly specify the government entities where civil society can articulate its participation.

The representatives of civil society showed that, in the efforts to combat poverty and strengthen democratic governance, job creation is one of the perspectives behind this Summit. However, it is not the only one on which civil society is basing its recommendations.

At the civil society meeting, a working methodology was proposed and was divided into the following three sessions.  The first one was called Creating Work in the Americas, the second was called Creating Work to Reduce Poverty, and the third was Creating Work to Strengthen Democratic Governance.  After all the work and in drafting the final list of recommendations, it was noted that many of the recommendations were repeated in the various segments that were mentioned and therefore, the dynamic of the presentation was made in accordance with the points made earlier. 
They stressed that creating work will reduce poverty and strengthen democratic governance which is an idea based on two perspectives.  The one just mentioned, and this one, which is that by fighting poverty and strengthening democratic governance, sources of work will be created.

1.  Quality employment

· Managing at the Summit and in the documents arising from Summit a new conception of work and employment not only in terms of salary but also in terms of social protection, human development, fairness in compensation and identity.  It is important for the Presidents of the hemisphere to adopt a leading-edge definition for the topic of work, which avoids tackling the problems of the 21st century with the weapons of the past.  Thought has to be given to defining the boundary between what is considered to be work and what is not and to defining this matter on the basis of other conceptual frameworks.  Household work, education, personal and community services, in short, a wide range of socially relevant activities should start to be considered with a new approach and, as a result, they should benefit from compensation differently. 

National and hemispheric strategies should be drawn up to discuss work and its linkage to a decent life that contribute to drafting public policies in this regard.

· Inserting employment creation policies in broader income redistribution policies that are the result of a wide-ranging and all-embracing national dialogue.

· Promoting the development of technical standards that contribute to disseminating knowledge, technology transfer, and the consistency of concepts.

2.  Education

· Articulating formal and nonformal education to promote work by training persons.

· Mechanisms are required to regulate and accredit nonformal and regular education and its quality.

· Strategies have to be designed to organize the supply of technical and nonformal education so it will meet the demand for training for work.

· Both formal and nonformal education should be subject to compatible evaluation mechanisms. 

· Raise both the technological level of the countries and their capacity to provide quality technology training, so as to prevent the drain of educated talent from our countries.

· Take concrete actions to narrow the gap between public and private education to guarantee real equality of access to job opportunities.

· Develop suitable educational policies to help vulnerable groups or groups that require special support (young people, women, elderly persons, the disabled, native peoples, people of African descent, and migrants) to become incorporated into decent work.

· Design flexible systems and credit systems that enable young people to gain access to education.

· Support educational strategies with policies that insert in society those that have been excluded. 

3.  Exclusion and equity

· Especially consider the building of employment policies, the gender issue, especially with regard to the incidence of the situation of women and labor conditions, as well as access to work for women who are heads of household.

· Promote the development of adequate policies for the native peoples that foster their participation in the job market and include special provisions that articulate traditional knowledge with the application of technical regulations and standards.

4.  Human rights

· Ensure that policies that are drawn up to create jobs and in general public policies that combat poverty and secure sustainable development be developed in a framework of respect for, and promotion of, human rights and that, in the event of a conflict of interest, human rights are respected as paramount.

· Recognize that the respect for, and promotion of, all human rights, including civil and political rights, as well as economic, social, and cultural rights, as indivisible, universal and interconnected, are an indispensable condition for achieving sustainable development.  Likewise, their protection should be guaranteed, which requires effective and efficient access to justice when infringed. 

· On the basis of an integrated approach to human rights, public health and equity and bearing mind the binding conventions ratified by the States participating in the Fourth Summit of the Americas, we affirm that the creation of more and better employment requires the instrumentation of a series of State policies that promote, protect, and guarantee compliance with the right to health from an integral and interdependent approach with the rest of human rights.  To this end, it would be decisive to work on eliminating gender and class inequalities in health service access and use, especially in the area of sexual and reproductive health, in view of their fundamental impact on the possibilities of poor women to gain access to decent work.

· Environmental protection should necessarily inspire the mechanisms of development, strengthening of democracy and job creation.  Thus, it should mitigate the effects of pollution on the most marginalized sectors—access to clean water, air quality, hygiene, among others—to increase access to the bodies of participation and control of activities with a negative impact on the environment and to increase the levels of protection of the region’s natural resources.  The environmental variable in the analysis of the courses of action for the region’s development is indispensable so that development can become sustainable.  

· Strengthen, in the hemispheric framework, the system for protecting human rights inside the OAS, by guaranteeing its independence and effective capacity to function.  The States should not only guarantee this but also promote the ratification of human rights instruments and conventions as the frameworks that are needed to combat poverty and achieve sustainable development.

5.  Financing, legal security and fiscal security

· Create the conditions that are needed for the private sector to invest in the creation of jobs, always in keeping with the obligations stemming from observance of international human rights law.  The States should create and guarantee juridical and fiscal security with clear rules of the game that promote transparency and social control.

· Study alternatives for fulfilling regional commitments to creating work.  Among these alternatives, the drafting of a Hemispheric Social Pact that consolidates and aims resources to combat social exclusion by creating jobs in those countries where there are strong commitments to this topic between the State and civil society could be considered.  Likewise, the enlargement of other financing opportunities such as the Millennium Challenge Accounts could be considered on the basis of these topics.

· Guarantee the autonomy of the judicial branch, ensuring the predictability of its activities.  Developing these conditions is fundamental to generate a climate in the financial system that makes it easy for small and medium-sized businesses to gain access to loans. 

· Disarmament comes from violence, which in turn undermines democratic stability.  The concept of armed peace should not be viewed as beneficial for the public.  We invite States to embrace peace-related projects.

6.  Transparency and social control

· Continue efforts made to date in the fight against corruption and in the fight to guarantee public security to thus ensure the stability of democracy and the possibility of creating jobs. 

· Harmonize job creation initiatives with policies of transparency, striving to ensure that these policies prevail in the management of labor, hiring, and the dynamics and beneficiaries of social protection.  This is of the utmost importance to ensure the sound functioning and optimization of resources of these systems.

· Develop standards and indicators to evaluate processes to modernize the State and facilitate its monitoring by civil society.

· In Nuevo León the Declaration of the Special Summit has a specific commitment regarding the access to information in the hands of the State.  It reads:  “Access to information held by the State, subject to constitutional and legal norms, including those on privacy and confidentiality, is an indispensable condition for citizen participation and promotes effective respect for human rights. We are committed to providing the legal and regulatory framework and the structures and conditions required to guarantee the right of access to information to our citizens.”  We consider that, from civil society, this year since the Summit there must be results in fulfilling this mandate because of the importance that the States themselves have given to this text.  The laws on access to information should also comply with international standards and ensure that all exceptions are explicitly laid out and justified and capable of being revised by the judiciary.  Regarding this, we also require the States to strictly enforce respect for the freedom of expression in the fullest sense and dimension of the term as an indispensable condition prior to the tangible implementation of access to information.  Access to information is nothing but a meaningless ideal if there are laws or decrees limiting the freedom of expression.

7.  Strengthening of civil society

· Promote the enactment of public participation laws that are effective and provide mechanisms to enforce this participation.  These laws should guarantee the right to participation in decision-making processes in matters affecting the quality of life of citizens. 

Afterwards, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat turned the floor over to the representatives of civil society who participated in the Workshop on Innovation and Decent Work, held March 7-8, 2005 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.   This workshop was organized by the Office of Education, Science and Technology and the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Conference of Labor Ministers (IACLM) of the OAS with the support of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and in collaboration with the International Labor Organization (ILO) and the Ministries of Labor, Employment and Social Security and Foreign Affairs of Argentina. The purpose of this meeting was to draw up a document composed of thoughts and recommendations from the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL) on the topic: “Innovation and decent work.” The proposals emanating from this workshop are provided below: 

1. We draw the attention of governments, international organizations and civil society in general on the fundamental and unique role played by employer and worker organizations to define employment and labor policies.  We assert that employers and workers should be considered as leading players in the context of civil society organizations and therefore they merit a privileged space in the discussions toward the Summit.  Because of this, we reiterate the importance of having COSATE and CEATAL act as necessary players in this process and as consulting bodies at the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) and other areas of OAS.

2. We ratify our commitment to observe, promote, and ensure the validity of the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work of 1998, and we urge the governments to observe it.  

3. We express our firm respect for the rule of law and our commitment to democratic principles and we urge governments to reassert their commitment to the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

4. We reaffirm the Joint Declaration of COSATE and CEATAL adopted in the framework of the 13th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) of the OAS held in Salvador de Bahía, Brazil in September 2003, which states the following:

“We issue an appeal to the governments to address, with the support of the ILO, employment as a possible to overcome conditions of inequality and delayed development that persist in many countries of our region; create greater opportunities for progress and well-being, as well as generate spaces for high-level dialogue central concern and key element for the development of plans intended to eradicate poverty and that make it between governments, social interlocutors, and international and regional financial institutions for discussion of the situation regarding employment and its current impact on levels of poverty, and thereby contribute to proceeding with the design of harmonious policies in the context of decent work.
Further, we place special emphasis on the need to generate social dialogue on strengthening education throughout life, and on continuing professional and managerial training as key instruments for the promotion of decent employment in the framework of sustainable development.”
5. We consider that the gender dimension and equity should be a cross-cutting component of the analyses and definition of actions on innovation, employment, the fight against poverty and the strengthening of democratic governance.  To achieve productive development and full human development, gender segmentation mechanisms in technology incorporation processes should be avoided.

6. We assert that education throughout life and professional training are essential tools and the responsibility of governments, workers, and employers to address the new challenges of competitiveness.  To do this, it is necessary to train training workers so they can tackle new labor conditions.

7. We believe it is essential to build a national, regional, and hemispheric tripartite social dialogue.

8. We reiterate the need to articulate economic policies with social-labor policies, as well as to strengthen the Ministries of Labor and promote their participation in the definition of national development policies, in consultation with worker and employer organizations. 

9. We affirm that the subject of corporate social responsibility is of interest for both trade unions and employers and that efforts should be made to disseminate and promote sound practices, aimed at fostering decent work.  We understand that, because of the voluntary nature of corporate social responsibility, corporations cannot be required to take up responsibilities pertaining to the State.

10. We believe that innovation involves the commitment of employers, workers and governments.  The benefits of exchange of information, participation, and consultation are highlighted.

11. We believe that national research and development innovation and investment systems should become an integral part of national development policies.  Likewise, subjects, skills, and capacities that promote research and innovation in elementary, secondary, and advanced education, as well as in technical and vocational training, should be incorporated.

12. We consider it essential to promote collective bargaining and strengthen social dialogue, as means to raise the development of the world of labor in democracy.

13. We call upon national coordinators of the Summit Implementation Review Group, especially its Chair, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade, and Religion of Argentina, to take into consideration the above-mentioned proposals and to incorporate them into the drafting of the Declaration and the Plan of Action of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. 

Likewise, we request the OAS and ILO to follow up on the proposals submitted by COSATE and CEATAL.

14. Finally, we thank the OAS, ILO, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ministry of Labor of Argentina for their decisive support of this workshop, as an exclusive forum for discussing and building up a consensus among workers, employers, and their respective organizations.

After the presentations of both Forums, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat turned the floor over to the civil society organizations who wished to add to the previous presentations or to present new ideas or initiatives.  Santiago Espina of the Forum of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises opened up the forum to comments from civil society after first reporting on the initiative “SME Congress of the Americas” which has been implemented since 2001 and supports the small and medium-sized enterprises of the Americas.  This year, within the framework set by the Fourth Summit, preparatory meetings will be held to draw up a document based on the subject agreed upon by the Argentinean Government for the Mar del Plata Summit, the Monterrey mandates and in the Declaration of Nuevo León, developing the area of support to the SMEs, on the basis of hemispheric actions, so that this document can be discussed by the Presidents at the Fourth Summit in the city of Mar del Plata.

Afterwards, Nora Schulman, of the Argentine Committee of Pursuit and Application of the International Convention on the Rights of Child (CASACIDN) and representative of the Children’s Forum, recommended ratification of the treaties on the rights of the child by the Republic of Argentina and the measures taken by the Committee to eradicate child labor.  Regarding this, she mentioned that proposals on this topic are being drawn up by specialists in this area and Argentinean adolescents. 

She recalled that decent work for adults prevent their children from having to work or to wander the streets.

Isidoro Defina of the Forum of Young Entrepreneurs started his speech by reminding the audience that the youth represent the largest percentage of the population in the Americas which is why it is important to establish a dialogue between young people and governments.  The creation of networks for young people will encourage a constant dialogue between the countries of the Americas that would make it possible to collaborate on plans to tackle problems.  For the governments to listen to these proposals for solutions, it is proposed that this exchange of opinions be institutionalized.

He recalled the commitments made at the Third Summit of the Americas regarding the topic of young people and poverty.  He recognized the work of the Young Business Trust in helping young entrepreneurs and businessmen organize virtual forums, videoconferences, and meetings, and draft documents as proposals to be submitted to the Fourth Summit in Mar del Plata, which not only address issues relating to young people, but many other policies as well.

Furthermore, Víctor Capitán, Chair of the Organization of Indigenous Nations and Peoples in Argentina, mentioned that they are currently organizing, along with the Assembly of First Nations of Canada, the Second Summit of Indigenous Peoples in Buenos Aires, Argentina and other meetings to propose concrete and consensus measures to the countries for the upcoming Summit of the Americas.

He added that this meeting was an important opportunity to communicate with other organizations and to reach an agreement on proposals that would benefit the indigenous peoples to overcome poverty and eliminate the discrimination in which they have been experiencing throughout the Americas. 

He also mentioned that solutions to problems confronting indigenous peoples will become more attainable as soon as concrete measures are taken, such as the approval of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other issues regarding land ownership, natural resources, political inclusion, and the rights of indigenous women and young people.

Shortly thereafter, Agripina Nahuelcheo of the Kemelen Mewen Mapu Organization reported on public policies that governments have been drawing up with the help of indigenous groups, which have enabled them to overcome the marginalization in which they experience.  Likewise, she mentioned that any measures taken should address the local, national and international needs of indigenous peoples.  She also recalled the importance of various indigenous groups as generators of knowledge stemming from traditional culture in the Americas.

Jennifer McCoy, representative of the Carter Center, recalled the logistic and financial difficulties that countries encounter in compliance with the mandates stemming from the Summits of the Americas, highlighting the importance of having the countries discuss the resources needed to comply with the mandates and plans of action of the Summits.  To this end, she recalled a proposal from civil society for a Hemispheric Social Pact in which wealthy countries help poorer nations tackle problems of poverty, unemployment and inequality.  The mentioned proposal requires the commitments of societies to reform their tax systems and take measures against discrimination.  She also added that a proposal was made to establish a trust fund and expand programs such as the Millennium Challenge Account, which is being implemented by the U.S. Government.   

Next, Marcos Guzmán of the World Peace Foundation offered some reflections on the topic of the Fourth Summit, specifically democracy starting with the by strengthening of the citizenry through the drafting of legislation on citizen participation.  He also discussed the topic of disarmament and the countries included in the World Peace Foundation’s World Peace Project, which he distributed to the delegates of the Member States and other representatives of civil society.

Santiago Pszemiarower of the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights of Argentina and Coordinator of the Commission for the Elderly and their Rights, he commented that although it is difficult to incorporate the topic of the elderly in discussions aimed at preparing the Summit, it should be addressed because 70% of elderly are poor, which comprises a significant portion of the population.  He advised that the elderly be incorporated by means of focused public policies, specifically aimed at elderly women, because, according to him, they are neglected by society in general.  He also mentioned that the topic of the elderly is related to the topic of human rights and suggested that recommendations made by groups of elderly adults and the ECLAC be taken into account, as they are innovative in this respect.  He concluded by recalling that all persons have a future and should be incorporated into the labor market, including the elderly, who can contribute on the basis of their experience.  Meanwhile, he suggested the incorporation of the specific topic of the elderly in international forums and events for recognition of the rights of this group. 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat mentioned another important initiative in this area.  It was carried out by the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OECT) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the Organization of American States (OAS), in consultation and coordination with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, who held the Civil Society Organizations (CSO) the Virtual Forum “Civil Society in Science, Technology, and Innovation” in efforts to facilitate Member States’ discussion on the fundamental role of development and, in particular, the central theme of the upcoming Summit of the Americas to be held in Mar del Plata in November 2005, Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.  The recommendations from the Forum were the following:

1. Place greater emphasis on education in science, from elementary school up to and even after secondary school.  This education is critical and should be integrated with local values.  Social understanding about the relevance of science, technology, innovation and education in sciences (STIES) requires the incorporation of these subjects from the earliest years of education. 

2. Achieve a greater introduction of science, technology, engineering and innovation to secure equitable development for our regions.  

3. Achieve broader participation of society in creating and understanding the uses and benefits of STIES.  The investment capacity of both the private and public sector in Latin America and the Caribbean is limited, and information about the return on such investment is required. 

4. Ensure that environmental policies are considered as a central topic in the discussion of STIES applications. 

5. Promote the incorporation of technology and innovation in small and medium-sized enterprises.  Likewise, both education and information technologies are essential for incorporating minorities and indigenous peoples in the open market economy. 

6. Urge civil society organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean to play a more forceful role in incorporating science, technology, engineering, innovation and education in science in national objectives. 

Afterwards, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat gave the floor to the Member States. 

The Delegation of Barbados recalled the importance of having the representatives of civil society organizations attend this meeting to represent the different groups in the region.  To this end, the Delegation explained CARICOM countries take these organizations and the private sector into account when dealing with topics such as trade and creating work.  The worker movement has given rise to political parties in the Caribbean because of the force workers have in the region. 

The representative from Barbados also mentioned that, at present, in the Caribbean the focus of all discussion is the establishment of a common economic market.  Furthermore, he reported that the private sector, specifically the financial sector, has recognized the possibility of, and is preparing itself for, the expansion of national markets, and labor unions have recognized the challenges and opportunities of more advanced integration.  Also, trade union members are being encouraged to find opportunities and to take advantage of them, on the basis of training and education and alternative job markets should be developed to incorporate the jobless.

At this time, accreditation is being sought to facilitate cross-border movements and efforts are being made to provide security for those who cross Caribbean borders.  To tackle these challenges, the CARICOM countries have made efforts to enhance the agreements establishing the Caribbean community.

The Trinidad and Tobago Government has made efforts to encourage the upsurge of new companies.  The representative from Barbados mentioned that the CARICOM countries made commitments with respect to their relationship with other social players, such as the private sector, labor unions and civil society organizations to ensure that the benefits of integration are provided. 

The delegation underscored that, as mentioned at this event, each country is responsible for its own development, but it can be achieved more rapidly with support from the international community. 

The Delegate of Barbados also provided a document that highlighted the contradictions between globalization and national cultures.  Nevertheless, emphasizing the possibility of securing a better future for coming generations on the basis of integration and the importance of incorporating local areas in this process.

The Delegation of Peru observed that many of the topics covered at this meeting concurred with the documents previously submitted by the Peruvian Government.  It highlighted the importance of the topic of employment and how it involves various social groups of the Americas and therefore suggested that the documents of the Fourth Summit should focus on specific actions that benefit all these groups.  To this end, the Delegation emphasized the importance of systematizing the follow-up and application of plans of action of the Summits to secure concrete results in each country.

The delegation of Mexico mentioned that its government believes it is important to incorporate labor unions and employers in the discussions on the topic of decent work.  The Mexican Government, as host country for the next meeting of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), is aware of the importance of institutionalizing the participation of civil society and agreed to discuss, with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the most suitable methods to guarantee this participation by opening up channels at the national level. 

The Mexican representative also mentioned the importance of incorporating the elderly and the seminar proposed by the organizations involved in this matter, as there are associations in Mexico that could participate in this proposal.

In their intervention, the Delegation of Canada highlighted that it is very encouraging to see the participation of worker and employer organizations such as COSATE and CEATAL because they can contribute their respective visions to the Summits Process.  He recalled the commitment made by the Canadian Government to work on preparing the Fourth Summit, interacting with civil society organizations, the OAS, the Government of Argentina, and the other Member States.

The Canadian Delegation commented that they are supporting this process and the work that is being done for the indigenous peoples to prepare the Second Indigenous Summit of the Americas that will take place in Argentina.  They also mentioned the importance of having other governments support this initiative. 

In the domestic arena, the Delegation of Canada emphasized the work being done to encourage the exchange of information with civil society, especially local administration and innovative policies to secure transparency in public processes.  For the Canadian Government, the promotion of innovation is a key factor for development and creating work, and it will consider the recommendations made by civil society.

The Delegation of the United States recalled its government’s efforts to take advantage of the contributions made by civil society organizations, especially their inputs toward the agenda of the Summits.  The Delegation explained that the United States is committed to this dialogue, precisely because it is very rich, owing to the participation of all these groups, through different meetings of ministers, civil society organizations, the private sector, and the academic community.  Each one of these groups and individuals have a unique, although oftentimes divergent, vision. 

When comparing their priorities and visions, they can say that the hemispheric agenda should be established by common agreement, and the challenge is to work with all the governments together to achieve a dialogue.  It is important to take all opportunities to increase the participation of each citizen in tasks that make it possible to reach the goals proposed at the Summits and to step outside the domestic arena to observe the visions of other governments, civil society, the private sector, and the academic community.  The next opportunity for this interaction shall be the one that will take place at the 35th General Assembly in Fort Lauderdale in June.

The Delegation of Bolivia commented that, for their government there is no doubt that, over the past years, civil society participation is fundamental for the Summit Process and OAS activities.  This reality legitimizes the Bolivian Government in the eyes of a society that is looking for answers in top-level Presidential meetings occurring in the multilateral structure. 

The Bolivian Delegation recognized that, throughout these years, there has been a kind of divorce between the commitments made by governments and the pressing realities being experienced in the region in terms of poverty.  Nevertheless, it emphasized that it is satisfied because it has established a harmonious relationship with civil society, which includes responses by the government.  As an example, he mentioned that on February 22, through the Civil Society Organizations Network and other programs such as Partners of the Americas, there has a follow-up on the commitments made in Quebec.  A report has been drawn up under the auspices of Bolivia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which recommendations of civil society organizations were made to the satisfaction of the government, as they provide an orientation regarding follow-up on the topics of public participation, specifically regarding access to information, freedom of expression, decentralization processes, local participation, and the problem of justice.  In these areas, Bolivia, like other countries, believes it has made progress. 

The Delegation emphasized that the Bolivian Government shall consider the reports delivered at these meetings and support the Mexican delegation, as the topic of the elderly is important in the society of the Americas.

For the Delegation of Brazil, the contribution of civil society is very important to prepare the government’s activities because the contributions made on each occasion by these groups offer fresh perspectives and concerns. 

The Brazilian Delegation explained that they are making efforts, at the domestic level, to carry out these consultations and exchange information with civil society as an important stage for preparing the Summit of Mar del Plata, and other meetings and regular mechanisms. 

The Delegation highlighted the contributions of the seminars on innovation in creating decent work.  For Brazil, the seminar held in Buenos Aires recalled the importance of having all social players, such as COSATE and CEATAL, participate, as it fosters more diverse participation.

The Delegation of Honduras mentioned the importance of civil society’s participation and consultation processes to prepare for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  In this case, the sessions over the past few days allowed many different sectors of society to be represented.

Afterwards, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) representative made remarks highlighting the meeting of Ministers of Science and Technology with civil society and the private sector organized by the IDB, ECLAC, the World Bank and the OAS, held a few months earlier in Lima, Peru.  At this conference, the importance of innovation, science and technology for competitiveness, social welfare, the fight against poverty, and even political development was stressed, which suggests that the topic of innovation is essential for discussion at the upcoming Fourth Summit. 

As part of this subject, figures for indexes of competitiveness were provided at the meeting in Lima; these figures declined year after year in the countries of the Americas.  This is especially noteworthy when examining the huge divide between our region and other regions of the world in terms of investment in science and technology, as reflected in productive sectors, innovation systems, and the deficiencies of education systems.  That is why the proposals offered at this meeting are substantive.

The IDB representative felt that placing technological and scientific development on the agenda of the countries is a challenge and that the Summit in Mar del Plata may be a good opportunity to do this.  With regard to the topic of innovation, the representative indicated that it is necessary to calibrate national innovation systems, identify the region’s competitive areas in the area, and develop the capacity of small countries and poor countries. 

As for the IDB, the proposals of Lima and Nuevo León have been adopted and have led to the establishment of a sub-department on innovation, science and technology, with specific concessionary funds to support the countries in their projects for innovation, for which purpose they consider that they are moving forward in complying with the mandates of Nuevo León. He concluded his intervention by mentioning that they will be paying attention to the mandates emanating from Mar del Plata that associate innovation with job creation, poverty abatement, and the promotion of democratic governance.

Afterwards, members of civil society expressed their concern about specific topics: 

Regarding this, Marisa González of the Inter-American Regional Labor Organization (ORIT) stated that a labor platform for sustainable development is being drawn up in the ORIT with support from the Canadian Government, for its presentation at the Summit, and its for this reason that the different sub-regional labor union coordination groups have been convened.  The first phase of this labor platform will be drawn up in April 2005, and a draft will be sent to the workers to reach a consensus about decent and quality work.

Afterwards, Gustavo Sibilla of SER in 2000 stressed that the relationship between governance and democracy as neither excluding nor exclusive, since there can be governance without democracy.  That is why it is important to build up the idea of achieving governance in the framework of democracy.  SER in 2000 proposes that the subjects of civil and military relationships and intelligence services be part of the security agenda of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  To this end, the representative of RESDAL is working on a document proposing chapters on public security and hemispheric security so that the topic can be taken into account at the Summit.

Andrea Pochak, representative of the Legal and Social Studies Center and of the Human Rights Coalition of the Americas, drew attention to the importance of having the States pledge, at the Fourth Summit, to ratify and observe conventions on human rights, especially the San Salvador Protocol, in efforts to channel more resources toward promoting the Inter-American Human Rights System and OAS bodies that promote human rights.

Ms. Pachak also mentioned the importance of adopting public policies, within the framework of the Fourth Summit that respect human rights and are understood to be indivisible, universal, and superior in the event of conflict.

Eduardo Kohn, representative of B’nai B’rith International, pointed out that, in the civil society document, the need to respect the right of freedom of expression remains implicit, citing that without it, access to information remains purely theoretical.  Access to information is indispensable and it is important that in a State where rule of law does prevail, it should promote this right to the greatest extent possible.  If this does not happen, the population will gain access to fragmented news, which will have an impact on employment and the reinsertion of basic rights into the family.  He concluded that, in the framework of laws drawn up in line with democratic values, the crisis of labor in the region can be tackled, and therefore it is expected that the Fourth Summit will keep in mind the importance of freedom of thought and expression for democracy.

Next, Nicole Spencer of Partners of the Americas announced the initiative being carried out in cooperation with FOCAL, Corporación Participa – Chile, and the Inter-American Democracy Network, in collaboration with 10 other civil society organizations, entitled “Civil Society Collaborating to Build the Hemispheric Agenda.”  Ms. Spencer stressed the importance of inputs which represent the opinions of civil society that will help leaders draw up an agenda for the development of the Americas and will create forums for the participation of civil society in both the Summit Processes and the follow-up of mandates.   For this purpose, forums via Internet will be held on topics focusing on indigenous peoples, the fight against corruption, democracy, public participation, peace-keeping processes, sustainable development, political parties and labor, all of which are related to the topic of the Fourth Summit. 
Finally, Ana Maria Acuña de Macedo from Pan American Round Tables, recalled that education is a variable of social, cultural, and economic change, and that decent work linked to education shall help to reverse the current reality found in the region’s countries.

Finally, the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat thanked civil society for its participation, the efforts of the Chair of SIRG, and Ms. Marcela Bordenave, Coordinator of the Civil Society Forum of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, for the work of ensuring the attendance of social organizations at the Fourth Summit of the Americas.
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