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REMARKS BY SENATOR THE HONOURABLE ARNOLD PIGGOTT 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

AT THE FORTY SEVENTH MEETING OF THE 
SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP (SIRG) 
AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL
 TUESDAY JUNE 5, 2007
 PANAMA CITY, PANAMA
Your Excellency, Don José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organisation of American States,
Your Excellency, Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the Organisation of American States,
Your Excellency, Carmen Marina Gutierrez, Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat,

Distinguished Ministers, Heads of Delegation and National Coordinators of Member States, 

Your Excellencies, Permanent Representatives to the Organisation of American States and Other Ambassadors,
Distinguished Members of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) and  Representatives of the Organisations of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG),
Other Distinguished Delegates,
As a small island State in the Caribbean of just under 1.3 million people, it is a privilege for the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to carry the mantle of leadership of the Summits process over the next two years as we prepare to host the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain in 2009.  
Your Excellency, Secretary General Insulza, may I say how extremely grateful the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is for the strong support we have received from you and the OAS since September 2006 when we assumed the chairmanship of the Summits process.  In looking to the future, the role of the OAS assumes even greater significance since many of the issues facing Latin America and the Caribbean transcend national boundaries and require a coordinated sustained regional response.
Distinguished Colleagues, Trinidad and Tobago has seized the opportunity to lead the Summits of the Americas process because we believe that we can bring our unique insights and abilities to bear on developing a Hemispheric agenda that is responsive to the needs and aspirations of the peoples of the Americas.   It is an opportunity not just for us but, indeed, for all small states - more especially those in the CARICOM Region that have supported our chairmanship - to come to the forefront and play a more strategic role in the Inter-American System. 
Our successes as a small State speak to the enormous value we can bring to the Summits process.  Trinidad and Tobago has been referred to as the ‘Caribbean Tiger’- a title first bestowed upon it in the early nineties and repeated just recently in the Economist magazine.  We have used our hydrocarbon resources to transform a primarily agrarian system into a modern industrial economy that is now approaching a new era of transformation, one that is driven by knowledge, technology and innovation.
Trinidad and Tobago has a robust manufacturing sector.  We play a leading role in trade in the CARICOM region and have been penetrating Latin America for new markets as well as supplies over the last few years.   We also have a strong financial services sector that is establishing a presence in various parts of Latin America and the Caribbean.   Trade and travel between our sub-regions, however, leaves much to be desired and to this end, Trinidad and Tobago commits to pursuing assiduously more efficient and effective air and maritime transportation linkages that will serve to bridge existing gaps within the region, i.e. the Caribbean, Central America and Latin America.
Our economy is now the strongest it has ever been, growing at an average of 8.4 per cent over the last five years, recording a phenomenal 12 per cent in 2006 and moving towards an unprecedented unemployment rate of 5%.  2007 will in fact be our 15th consecutive year of positive economic growth. 
Our achievements and aspirations are embedded in the astute leadership of the Honourable Patrick Manning, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, and his Vision 2020 towards Developed Country Status which we expect to achieve by year 2020.
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, our development experience gives us a different vantage point from which to view the priorities of the Fifth Summit.  I believe it brings a fresh focus to the Summits process.  Work is already underway to select a theme.  At this point, one thing we are quite certain of is that the Port of Spain Summit 2009 must serve as the catalyst for action that brings tangible benefits for the peoples of the Americas.   While not conclusive, the records suggest that since 1994, the Summits process has produced in excess of 60 themes and in excess of 600 mandates for action.  Unfortunately, while our intentions are well placed, the evidence suggests that we are not reaching many for whose benefit we have engaged in the Summits process in the first place.
The time has come for us to consolidate the gains thus far and refocus on those priorities that will set our Region on a sustainable development path.  And, while there are important lessons to be gleaned from the past, the Fifth Summit must be more forward looking.  
It is clear that we understand the challenges.  The very timely publication of the OAS, ‘Towards the Fifth Summit of the Americas – Regional Challenges’ presented to you this morning, bears testimony to this fact.   I must congratulate members of the Joint Summit Working Group for providing an excellent analysis of the challenges and priorities facing the Hemisphere.   It will be instructive in informing the theme of the Fifth Summit and the Declaration that will follow.    

Without a doubt, the Summits process has already produced decisions of significant relevance to the Hemisphere. We only have to look at what is perhaps the most visible outcome of the Process – the Adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Yet, we need to remember that over the past thirteen years the Summits process has not only opened up new forms of cooperation, but it has also fuelled the expectations of our people for a better future.  
What do the people of Latin America and the Caribbean want, desire, hope for?  What do they envision for their lives, their families and their communities a decade from now?
Distinguished Colleagues, as reported by the World Bank, polls in the region show that what the average citizen wants is quite reasonable - a good job and income, a safe and secure environment, access to education and public services, not the least of which is health care, a voice in his or her future and, certainly, good governance.   
It is no surprise that at the top of that list is employment  - indeed, having a job provides a measure of protection from poverty especially extreme poverty.  In Latin  America, having a job means that you may not be that one in five persons who lives on less than US$2 a day.
But the challenge is not only to provide just jobs but sustainable, decent work that provides a fair income.  Economic growth is the one issue that all the institutions and indeed all Governments agree must be the starting point for any discussion on job creation and poverty reduction.  Indeed, this has been the strategy of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago.

According to the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Region grew by more than 4 per cent a year for the past three years and by 5 per cent in 2006.   At the same time, the level of poverty fell by 4.2 per cent between 2002 and 2005 and it is estimated to have declined by a further percentage point between 2005 and 2006.   Inflation also fell in the last two years, from 6.1 per cent in 2005 to 4.8 per cent in 2006, boosting economic growth.

The time to strengthen the economy of the Region is now when it is growing, not when it becomes stagnated.   The Region is acutely aware of the following strategies it must pursue to achieve sustainable growth: become more competitive; foster technological innovation; penetrate new markets; reduce impediments to business development including bureaucracy; provide more incentives for small and medium sized entrepreneurs; promote increased foreign investment; stimulate rural development; and encourage domestic savings.
Distinguished Colleagues, while growth has been encouraging, our economic and social structures continue to fail large segments of our society.  The Region continues to grapple with the highest level of inequity in the world.   Poverty and inequality plague too many communities and families.  A great number of our indigenous peoples and afro-descendants are poor, and single females head most of the poor households in the Region.  This situation is fast becoming a crisis in many parts of the Hemisphere.   Frustration stemming from inequities and exclusion as well as promises and expectations of a better life – expectations that have not been fulfilled – is creating conflicts and social unrest.  Unless we address the root causes and sustaining factors of this scourge, development will elude our best intentions and actions.
The Hemisphere is also experiencing spiraling growth in criminal activity.  Crime by gangs, drug and human trafficking, urban crime, money laundering are but a few examples of this new threat and challenge to human security.   The United Nations and the World Bank have established that the homicide rate in the Region is among the highest in the world.  
I believe that another important part of the solution lies in our Governments continued shoring up of processes to protect and promote the rights of all citizens and providing the opportunities for social and economic advancement.  This is at the heart of everything that we do. 
Distinguished Colleagues, these are but a few of the issues that we are considering in deciding on the most appropriate theme for the Fifth Summit.  We also believe that the theme must be influenced by a collective vision for the Region.  
Distinguished Colleagues, the success of the Fifth Summit will be dependent not only on the theme that is selected but also on the institutional arrangements we put in place.
Not surprisingly, the volume of work involved in implementing, monitoring and reporting on past mandates is overwhelming for Member States, and given the human resource constraints many countries face – the reporting mechanism alone appears to be quite daunting.  
It is essential that in the lead up to the Port of Spain Summit in 2009 that we find an approach to strengthen national implementation capacity if we want to maximize the benefits of the decisions taken at the hemispheric level.  We maintain that the Summit process will only redound to the benefit of the people if a strong institutional framework at the hemispheric level is complemented by an equally strong framework at the national level.    
This must be complemented by greater cooperation and a stronger determination to strengthen co-ordination among ourselves in the SIRG and with regional institutions through the Joint Summit Working Group.   

Distinguished delegates, a Fifth Summit of the Americas Secretariat has been formed by the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to lead the Summit preparatory process.  The Secretariat is led by Ambassador Luis Alberto Rodriguez who has been named Special Envoy to the Americas and National Coordinator for the Summit.  The Secretariat is now working towards the development of the concept paper as the basis for developing the theme and the Declaration.  We have also established a Special Advisory Group comprising a cross-section of eminent thought leaders from the Hemisphere.  

We also continue to explore avenues that will make the Summits process more results-focused, and more connected to the needs and aspirations of the people of the Region.  . 
Over the coming months, we will convene a series of meetings in the Andean, Central American, MERCOSUR and Caribbean sub-regions.   These sub-regional meetings will serve to stimulate debate and the exchange of information on the theme of the Fifth Summit, provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to generate feedback on and make recommendations for future policies and programmes as well as foster enhanced collaboration and partnerships between member states, civil society, special interest groups and multilateral development institutions.  

In closing my dear friends and colleagues, I want to reiterate the commitment of the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to the future prosperity of the Americas.  We are honoured to have the opportunity to lead the Summits process.  We have a clear vision on what the Port of Spain Summit 2009 should do and mean for the people of the Hemisphere and will work assiduously to implement a process and develop a theme and mandates to achieve this vision.    We look forward to collaborating with all Summit actors, and more particularly our CARICOM brothers and sisters, the OAS Summit Secretariat, previous Summits hosts, other Member States and our institutional partners, sharing experiences with each other and learning key lessons on ways to enhance our collective action towards achieving Hemispheric objectives. 
Trinidad and Tobago welcomes your participation and any written submissions you may wish to provide so that we can chart a unified course together as we march to the Fifth Summit, Port of Spain 2009.

I thank you.
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