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REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA

Thank you very much Mr. Chairman, 

First, I would like to express appreciation for you being here and welcome you to our organization as the National Coordinator of the Summits of the Americas Process of the Republic of Colombia, host of the next Summit. I also welcome greet all the Ambassadors, Representatives of Member States, Representatives of International Organizations that comprise the Joint Summit Working Group, and to all present here. 
In my presentation today I would like to highlight that: 
This is an important opportunity to emphasize the priority that the OAS places on the Summits of the Americas process and on forging a close working relationship between the Organization and the host country of the Sixth Summit.

Not only is the OAS a key player in the Summits of the Americas because of its role as the technical secretariat of the process, but also because the Organization as a whole has undertaken, as one of its institutional priorities, to coordinate its efforts to implement the thematic mandates received from the Summits in its capacity as a multilateral organization.

Accordingly, as I prepare to embark on my second five-year period as the OAS Secretary General, I would like to express my personal commitment toward ensuring that the commitments and processes of the Summits of the Americas are institutionalized within the General Secretariat’s programs and work. Similarly, I will continue collaborating closely with the work of the SIRG and the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) in helping ensure the success of the ongoing Summits process.

Since Colombia assumed the chair of the Summits process last September, the OAS, under the leadership of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, has been offering that country its know-how, experience, and support, in the conviction that this will contribute to the success of the Sixth Summit and to the strengthening of the Summits process and of the inter-American agenda. Colombia has already shown its ability and commitment as the host of successful multilateral meetings, such as the OAS General Assembly in 2008, the annual meeting of the IDB last year, countless multilateral meetings and conferences for the UN, and, most recently, the 2010 World Economic Forum (WEF) on Latin America that I attended last week in Cartagena. 

The Government of Colombia has been receptive toward the OAS Summits Secretariat’s support, as can be seen in today’s meeting of the SIRG, which has an agenda that offers the member states an opportunity for dialogue on the role of each and every party involved in the process. We also take note of the meetings that have already been arranged with Colombia under the aegis of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), as well as of those of the process’s Steering Committee and Executive Council (the latter held yesterday here at OAS headquarters).

The Government of Colombia has been holding a series of meetings at different levels with OAS staff members who provide support for the Summits process and coordinate the activities of its different stakeholders; this has served to provide the government with all the information necessary to adopt decisions regarding the priority topics: follow-up on the mandates of the Fifth Summit, and preparations for the Sixth Summit, to be held in Cartagena in 2012.

It should also be noted that following the launch of the “Summits of the Americas Follow-up System” (SISCA), Colombia was the first country to receive training on the use of the system; the training took place at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and was attended by officials from a number of government agencies.

Continuing with the topic of follow-up – which is essential in validating the legitimacy of the process – all the member states must be encouraged to participate actively in the use of SISCA and to make their best efforts in preparing and submitting their national annual reports, particularly now as the date for the SIRG ministerial in Lima approaches, at which the analysis of those reports is one of the main items on the agenda. 

We thank the multilateral agencies that are a part of the OAS-led Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) for their cooperation with the efforts that the OAS leads to ensure their greater participation in the Summits process and their support for it.

We also recognize the growing interest of the various social stakeholders who are already involved, or who wish to participate, in the Summits process. The OAS makes its best efforts to channel their recommendations to the SIRG and its chair for their consideration, and to support their forums and all the efforts currently being made to involve all the stakeholders in the Summits process. Obeying internal executive orders, the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, organizes those forums to promote and facilitate the participation of social stakeholders in the Summits of the Americas Process. The regional forums have already been institutionalized, and now we want to strengthen the virtual forums to the maximum possible extent; that effort has been underway since mid 2008, and we now want to take it even further with the launch of the “Summits Virtual Community.” 

We recognize the key role played by the OAS Permanent Council’s Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in coordinating the Organization’s Summit-related activities. We therefore stress the importance of coordinating, through this Committee and with a view to their subsequent submission to the SIRG, reports from the inter-American ministerial meetings – not only once they have concluded, but also during their preparatory phases. This procedure can be seen in the close collaboration between the Government of the United States, the IDB, and OAS in hosting and providing the venues for the Energy and Climate Change Ministerial taking place this week here in Washington, which is a direct result of the Fifth Summit; and I have no doubt that the same alignment with the main Summit commitments will be reflected in the organization of the Second Ministerial Meeting on Social Development, which Colombia is to host this year. 

And today, at this meeting of the SIRG, we will be presenting the publication Official Documents from the Summits of the Americas Process: Volume V – From Mar del Plata (2005) to Port of Spain (2009), the prologue to which I had the pleasure of writing and in which I state that: 

“At the Fifth Summit of the Americas, in April 2009, the region’s democratically elected leaders set the stage for a new era of multilateral collaboration by forging a consensus on how best to collectively deal with the principal challenges facing our Hemisphere. The agenda of hemispheric initiatives which they endorsed calls for cooperation, integration, and solidarity among our nations to ensure the realization of the commitments outlined in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.”

And so, I would like to conclude this address by again stating my heartfelt conviction that collaborative ties, focused toward following up on the implementation of the commitments acquired at the Fifth Summit of the Americas and toward the preparations for the Sixth Summit in Cartagena in 2012, represent real landmarks in the process of strengthening the principles and values that inspire the OAS as a venue for cooperation and political dialogue.

Thank you very much. 

This is an important opportunity to emphasize the priority that the OAS places on the Summits of the Americas process and on the establishment of close working relationship between the Organization and the host country of the Sixth Summit.

Not only is the OAS a key player in the Summits process because of its role as the Technical Secretariat of the process, but also because the Organization as a whole has set, as one of its institutional priorities, the coordination of its efforts to comply with the thematic mandates it receives from the Summits in its capacity as a multilateral organization.

I therefore want to note my personal commitment, as I prepare to embark on my second period as OAS Secretary General for the next five years, to institutionalizing the commitments and processes of the Summits of the Americas within the General Secretariat’s programs and work. Similarly, I will continue in close collaboration with the work of the SIRG and of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) in helping to ensure the success of the ongoing Summits process.

Since Colombia assumed the chair of the Summits process last September, the OAS, with the leadership of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, has offered Colombia its know-how, experience, and support, in the conviction that this will contribute to the success of the Sixth Summit and to the strengthening of the Summits process and of the inter-American agenda. Colombia has clearly shown its ability and commitment as the host of successful multilateral meetings, such as the OAS General Assembly in 2008, the annual meeting of the IDB last year, countless multilateral meetings and conferences for the UN, and, most recently, the 2010 Latin America World Economic Forum (WEF) in Cartagena that I attended last week. 

The Government of Colombia has been receptive of the support offered by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS, as can be seen in today’s meeting of the SIRG, with an agenda that affords the member states an opportunity for dialogue on the role of each and every party involved in the process. We also take note of the meetings that have already been arranged with Colombia under the aegis of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), as well as of those of the Steering Committee and Executive Council of the process (the latter held yesterday here at the Organization’s headquarters).

The Government of Colombia has been holding a series of meetings at different levels with OAS staff members who provide support for the Summits process and coordinate the activities of the different stakeholders in the process; this has served to provide that government with all the information necessary for making decisions on the priority topics: follow-up on the mandates of the Fifth Summit and preparations for the Sixth Summit, to be held in Cartagena in 2012.

Also it is worth to note that following the launch of the “Summits of the Americas Follow-up System” (SISCA), Colombia was the first country to receive training on the use of the system at the premises of its Ministry of Foreign Affairs, attended by officials from a number of government agencies.

Continuing with the topic of follow-up – which is essential in validating the legitimacy of the process – a call must be made to all the member states to encourage them to participate actively in the use of SISCA and to make their best efforts to prepare and submit their national annual reports, particularly now as the date for the SIRG ministerial in Lima approaches, at which the analysis of those reports is to be one of the main items on the agenda. 

We thank the multilateral agencies that are a part of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), chaired by the OAS, for their cooperation in the efforts that the OAS leads in pursuit of their greater participation in and support for the Summits process.

We also recognize the growing interest of the various social players already involved, or wishing to become involved, in the Summits process. The OAS makes its best efforts to channel their recommendations to the SIRG and its chair for their consideration, and to support their forums and all the efforts currently being made to incorporate every stakeholder into the Summits process. Obeying internal executive orders, the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for the Summit Process, organizes those forums to promote and facilitate the participation of social stakeholders in the Summits of the Americas process. The on-site forums have already been institutionalized, and now we want to strengthen the virtual forums to the maximum possible extent; that effort has been underway since mid 2008, and we now want to take it even further with the launch of the “Summits Virtual Community.” 

We recognize the key role played by the OAS Permanent Council’s Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) in coordinating OAS activities in connection with the Summits of the Americas. We therefore stress the importance of coordinating, through this Committee and with a view to their subsequent submission to the SIRG, reports on Inter-American ministerial meetings – not only once they have concluded, but also during their preparatory phases. This procedure has been apparent in the close collaboration between the Government of the United States as the host of, and the IDB and OAS in providing the venues for, the Ministerial Meeting on Energy and Climate Change taking place this week here in Washington, which is a direct result of the Fifth Summit; and I have no doubt that the same alignment with the main Summit commitments will be reflected in the organization of the Second Ministerial Meeting on Social Development, which Colombia is to host this year. 

And today, at this meeting of the SIRG, we will be presenting the publication “Official Documents from the Summits of the Americas Process: Volume V – From Mar del Plata (2005) to Port of Spain (2009),” the prologue to which I had the pleasure of writing and in which I state that: 

“At the Fifth Summit of the Americas, in April 2009, the region’s democratically elected leaders set the stage for a new era of multilateral collaboration by forging a consensus on how best to collectively deal with the principal challenges facing our Hemisphere. The agenda of hemispheric initiatives which they endorsed calls for cooperation, integration and solidarity among our nations to ensure the realization of the commitments outlined in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain.”

And so, I would like to conclude this address by again stating my heartfelt conviction that collaborative ties, focusing on following up on the implementation of the commitments acquired at the Fifth Summit of the Americas and in preparation for the Sixth Summit in Cartagena in 2012, represent real landmarks in the process of strengthening the principles and values that inspire the OAS as a venue for cooperation and political dialogue.

Thank you very much. 
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