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MEETING REPORT

1. Adoption of the Agenda

Upon opening the meeting, Ms. Clemencia Forero Ucrós, SIRG Chair, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia, and that country’s National Coordinator for the Summits of the Americas process, presented its draft agenda (SIRG/M.1/doc.1/10 corr.1) to the delegations for their consideration; it was adopted without modifications.

2. Speech by the Chair of SIRG:

· Welcoming address:

The SIRG Chair welcomed the meeting’s participants, with a special mention for the ministers of foreign affairs, ambassadors, permanent representatives to the OAS, the member states’ national coordinators and deputy national coordinators for the Summits of the Americas process, the Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the representatives of the Joint Summit Working Group, and the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.

· Preparations for the Sixth Summit: Achievements and decisions made by Colombia to date; priorities, work in progress, and work scheduled 

This being the first SIRG Ministerial of 2010, the Vice Minister renewed Colombia’s commitment toward the inter-American system; toward the Summits of the Americas process as a vital tool for political dialogue and reflection that has revitalized the inter-American agenda; and toward the Sixth Summit, which is to be held tentatively on April 14–15 or April 21–22, 2012, subject to confirmation of the exact dates by the government of the new President of Colombia following his assumption of duties on August 7, 2010.

Ms. Forero said that Colombia was aware of the member states’ recommendations on working toward a declaration focusing on very carefully selected commitments that were realistic, viable, measurable, and could be monitored; on making innovations in the format and duration of the Summit; on reviewing and strengthening the mechanism for following up on previous Summits; on ensuring the maximum involvement of the multilateral agencies associated with the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); and on working in conjunction with the process’s social stakeholders. She emphasized that on the road toward the Sixth Summit, consultations would be held among all the players in the process in order to ensure it was as inclusive as possible.

She said that the theme of the next Summit should reflect consensus on the hemisphere’s most urgent challenges, have an impact and generate interest in our countries, respond to the expectations and aspirations of the region’s citizens, be crosscutting in nature, and offer the potential for remaining meaningful and relevant over the years to come. She also referred to specific themes that are being considered as part of this exercise.

She spoke of the efforts underway at the national level in preparation for the Sixth Summit, involving both central government officials and local authorities from the city of Cartagena.

The Vice Minister thanked Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and Canada for the logistical support they have been giving Colombia as hosts of previous Summits and other major multilateral events, and she expressed her interest in receiving support from those countries that had hosted other Summits in the past. She also noted her gratitude for the contributions made to the SIRG Specific Fund and again called on those member states that had not yet done so to begin processing their contributions to that fund.

She emphasized the importance of the Summits Virtual Community as a tool for strengthening the Summits process by enhancing dialogue among the member states and the other players involved, thereby ensuring greater democratic participation to the benefit of the inter-American agenda.

She underscored the importance of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) as a key tool in following up on Summit mandates and commitments and in the institutional strengthening of the process moving forward to the Sixth Summit; of the presentation, by the member states, of their annual national reports; and of their contributions to the dialogue that is to take place to address the imminent need for a format that will facilitate the drafting of those annual national reports and make them more specific and standardized.

Finally, Ms. Forero insisted on the urgent need to strengthen ties between the Summits process and the process of inter-American ministerial meetings, since aligning those two efforts would benefit the inter-American agenda and help in meeting the commitments acquired.

For the full text of Vice Minister Forero’s presentation, see: http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_060810/remarks_forero_en.doc 
3. Thoughts on following up of the implementation of Summit mandates and on a proposed methodology for drafting the member states’ national reports. Presentation on SISCA by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat reported on the progress made with the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) since its launch. Mention was made of the presentations and training workshops on the use and implementation of the system given in Colombia, El Salvador, and Trinidad and Tobago, which had provided it with updated national information on follow-up in pursuit of the mandates of the Fifth Summit of the Americas. Explanations were also given on the system’s different functions and tools, which were supplemented with the information that Colombia has already published in the SISCA.

In addition, it was reported that at the SIRG Chair’s request, the Summits Secretariat and the member states are planning to develop a practical and effective methodology to facilitate the preparation and presentation of annual national reports using SISCA’s follow-up tools. That methodology is expected to be developed at the meetings of CISC, for presentation at SIRG’s next regular meeting.

4. Address by José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States 

In his message to SIRG, the Secretary General of the OAS spoke of his support for the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and of the high priority of the Summits of the Americas process, as a senior OAS forum, for setting the inter-American agenda. That priority, he said, could be seen in the support given to the member states and to Colombia in its capacity as SIRG Chair and the country responsible for leading the process toward the Sixth Summit; in maintaining active ties with the multilateral agencies that sit on the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG); in offering the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) as a tool to support the member states in their efforts to report on their implementation of the commitments acquired at past Summits; in continuing its efforts to strengthen ties between the Summits process and the Inter-American ministerial meetings process; and in encouraging the growing participation of social players in the Summits of the Americas process.

In speaking of the activities of the OAS-coordinated Joint Summit Working Group, he emphasized the report, presented to this meeting by the JSWG, called “Collaborating to Implement the Inter-American and Summit Agendas.” This document reflects the agencies’ collaborative response to the priorities of the inter-American agenda set out at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain and their capacity for jointly pursuing regional programs that complement the member states’ efforts.

He also announced the internal administrative transfer of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, which for years has been attached to the Office of the Secretary General and which will, as of September 1, be directly overseen by the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert Ramdin.

Finally, and with the aim of continuing with the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to present mechanisms for modernizing and streamlining dialogue among all the actors involved, Secretary General Insulza presented and launched the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community and invited the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to explain to the SIRG some general aspects of its utility and functionality. 

For the full text of the Secretary General’s presentation, see: http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_060810/remarks_insulza_en.doc
5. Launch of the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (CVC)

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat presented the Summits Virtual Community (CVC) (http://svc.summit-americas.org/), an on-line platform that uses Web 2.0 tools to encourage consultation, participation, and interaction among the social actors and other parties interested in the Summits process and in the inter-American system, and to strengthen dialogue among the member states and other stakeholders involved in the Summits process. For this new phase of the CVC, building on the successful experience of the Virtual Summits Platform launched in 2008 in the run-up to the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat designed a much more dynamic, interactive, and user-focused tool. The platform’s enhanced interactivity and new functions were explained to the delegations of the member states to show how they will facilitate exchanges of information and strengthen the development of collaborative networks between the Summits process stakeholders. 

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat said that it will continue to work with other areas of the GS/OAS, with the Government of Colombia as the host of the Sixth Summit, and with the JSWG’s institutional partners to use the Summits Virtual Community to encourage participation by the different players interested in the different hemispheric political processes that are an integral part of the Summits process. Participation in the Virtual Community is free of charge and is open to all parties with an interest in the process, and the idea is for it also to serve as a useful tool for the member states. Finally, the SAS acknowledged the generous support provided by the International Development Research Center (IDRC), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and the Spanish International Cooperation Agency (AECID) in developing this community.

6. High-level dialogue among the Ministers of Foreign Affairs



The delegations of the member states congratulated Colombia for its vision, for its leadership of the process toward the Sixth Summit, for its interest in conducting broad consultations on the next Summit’s theme, for seeking to coordinate efforts to obtain the support of the multilateral agencies associated with the JSWG, and to obtain recommendations from social stakeholders involved in the process.



They noted the achievements attained since the Fifth Summit in Port of Spain, including the launch of the Inter-American Social Protection Network and the organization of ministerial and high-level meetings on climate and energy matters. 



They thanked the Summits of the Americas Secretariat for its presentation on the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA) and noted the value that tool added to the Summits process and the facilities it offered them in preparing their national reports.



Some delegations said they had submitted their national reports to the Summits Secretariat, while others noted they would be doing so shortly. 



They thanked the Summits of the Americas Secretariat for its proposal for designing a standard format for preparing and presenting their annual national reports, and they announced that they would participate in the process for establishing a consensus-based methodology.



They also thanked the Summits Secretariat for its presentation on the Summits Virtual Community; they said they expected great things of it in that it promised to bring all the players in the process closer together, and they announced they would be contributing to the dialogues taking place through it. They also acknowledged that this effort by the Summits Secretariat placed the Summits process at the vanguard for consultation mechanisms.



They insisted on the importance of the Summits of the Americas process and on its meaning in the context of the inter-American agenda and other areas, on account of its direct link with the objectives set within the different Inter-American ministerial meetings.



They congratulated Mr. David Morris for his work over the past two and a half years in his capacity as Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and thanked him for his positive contribution to the process on the occasion of his appointment to another position entrusted to him by the Secretary General of the OAS.



They also wished Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin every success upon his office’s assumption of responsibility for the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. 



They noted their expectations of the process in the social and economic field, particularly in light of the urgent for work to be carried out in pursuit of regional cooperation in order to bring about greater balance in the hemisphere. 



They described the process as a challenge, in that it was the highest forum for political coordination in the Americas. 



They renewed their commitment to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, an instrument that arose from a mandate handed down by the Summit of the Americas. 



They reiterated the need to work together to achieve the political strengthening of the Summits process, which would benefit the OAS and the objectives of a positive inter-American agenda; to ensure coherence in the mandates at the same time as making them more specific; to work toward defining the structure of the process to bring about its institutionalization within the OAS and thereby ensure close ties with the Organization’s programs, as has been proposed at this forum on several occasions in the past years; to increase coordination with the JSWG’s member agencies; to ensure the availability of the necessary human and financial resources; and to support Colombia in its capacity as Chair and host country of the Sixth Summit.

7. Vice Minister Forero then acknowledged all the presentations made by the delegations, and thanked the member states for their support for the different efforts being undertaken jointly by the government of the Republic of Colombia and the OAS General Secretariat, particularly through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, which she thanked for its efforts and said she looked forward to its continued support and initiative.

� The delegations of Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Uruguay participated in this dialogue. 








6
5

[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]