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Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs,

Secretary General of the Organization of American States,
Distinguished Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives to the Organization of American States,

Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States,
National Coordinators of the Summits Process,

Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you so much for being here and for participating in this Second Ministerial Meeting of the SIRG, which we are holding, as usual, on the margins of the OAS General Assembly.

I must first extend special greetings to Foreign Minister David Choquehuanca, to thank him–and through him, the Bolivian authorities–for the excellent arrangements put in place for this meeting of the SIRG and for all the care and courtesies extended to us since we arrived in Bolivia.

Less than two months ago, Colombia had the honor of welcoming you all to Cartagena de Indias, for the Sixth Summit of the Americas – a Summit we envisaged and planned by drawing inspiration from a cornerstone of the Summits of the Americas process: combining the efforts of all our countries to deliver a better standard of living for our citizens. It was a Summit that delivered concrete results, attesting to the determination of the Americas to overcome their most pressing problems, such as poverty, inequity, and inequality; or, problem such as the insecurity that affects the daily lives of our cities or expresses the various faces of transnational organized crime. It was also a Summit that had the potential to enhance integration in our Hemisphere, based on interconnecting and modernizing our physical infrastructure; and based on the Americas being empowered to insert itself and interact assertively in an increasingly globalized and competitive stage. In brief, as stated in the motto we agreed on for the Cartagena Summit, we came up with a summit to connect the Americas and to be partners in the quest for our prosperity.

But the Cartagena Summit became especially important in becoming, as President Juan Manuel Santos called it, "the Summit of dialogue and sincerity": A dialogue that facilitated discussion of issues on which there was agreement as well as those on which our positions were further apart. No topic was taboo. And the Americas tackled them head-on and in a frank way, demonstrating how politically mature they have become and the enormous potential that exists to pursue ambitious projects and take major decisions such as those emanating from the Sixth Summit. 

During the "Retreat," for instance, our Heads of State and Government embarked on a very useful debate about the worldwide drug problem and asked the Organization of American States to examine the current drug policy in the Hemisphere and to explore new approaches and options to strengthen it and make it more effective.

This Summit of Dialogue and Sincerity will, without question, produce spin-off benefits in the short- and long terms, and will enhance integration and convergence of interests in the region.

So, too, will the mandates adopted by our Heads of State and Government in Cartagena, which, furthermore–as we defined them at the launch of the preparatory process–are specific, achievable, and measurable, and come with the necessary funding and oversight. Let me highlight some of them and urge us to implement them:

In the area of "Integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas," we agreed to promote and optimize electricity interconnection and encourage development and production of renewable energy in the Americas.

This mandate comes in response to the "Connecting the Americas 2022" initiative led by Colombia, aimed at eradicating "energy poverty" in the region and ensuring universal access to energy in the Western Hemisphere over the next decade.

"Connecting the Americas 2022" was, furthermore, analyzed by the entrepreneurs who met on April 13 in Cartagena and had the support of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), a welcome embrace by the United States Department of State, and the experience of AES Corporation.

As regards efforts to overcome "poverty, inequity, and inequality," our Heads of State and Government pledged to promote all those actions that are aimed at incorporating the Millennium Development Goals into municipal policies, so that benefits flowing from this international strategy at the national level can also reach populations in those small towns. To that end, support and technical assistance will be provided by inter-American bodies such as ECLAC and PAHO.

In terms of the issue of "security," which is of such great interest to the citizens of the Americas, our leaders agreed to make public policies on citizen security more efficient and more effective by strengthening institutional capacity and by generating and using reliable, relevant, and timely information to serve as a basis for analysis and decision-making in the fight against crime. It is important to note that this mandate from the Summit coincides with an Inter-American Development Bank initiative approved this past April by the meeting of the Board of Governors, for which the IDB President has invited the Bank’s member countries to take advantage of resources to be provided in the form of donations, totaling four million dollars for 2012.

Many more mandates were adopted in Cartagena to reinforce and encourage public policies that our countries apply in pursuing economic growth and equitable and inclusive social development. Let's support one another through the mechanisms available through the Summit process for follow-up on the implementation of the decisions by our leaders, and let us create synergies with inter-American institutions, particularly those that are part of the Joint Summit Working Group, in order to ensure that the goals we set ourselves can deliver the expected results.

Along with the Sixth Summit of the Americas, the Government of Colombia and the Organization of American States (OAS) staged the fourth edition of the Pre-Summit Forums for Social Actors.

Some 400 young people, 300 delegates from civil society organizations, 200 workers, and 150 spokespersons for indigenous peoples of several countries of the Hemisphere met in special session to develop their own working agenda and to suggest points of action and policies around the five themes of the Sixth Summit.

Governments and social actors had an opportunity to build a respectful and concrete dialogue on crucial issues on the hemispheric agenda, on the meaning of the Summit and its priorities. There were collective expressions of support for the defense of the inter-American human rights system, for peace in Colombia, for Cuba's presence at the Summit of the Americas, for Argentina's claim to the Malvinas Islands, for decriminalization of the coca leaf, and for Bolivia to have an outlet to the sea. All the participants hailed the pluralistic nature of these forums, the respect they received, the large number of ministers in attendance, and the active participation by the presidents of Bolivia and Colombia at the closing ceremony.

Before concluding, I must talk about a third event that took place in Cartagena just ahead of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, organized by the National Business Association of Colombia (ANDI), with technical support from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and endorsed by the Government of Colombia.

I am referring to the "Business Summit of the Americas." It brought together 657 entrepreneurs from 25 Latin American and Caribbean countries, Canada, and the United States; 11 Heads of State; and 8 Colombian government ministers.

While the Business Summit did not produce any document for submission to the gathering of the Hemisphere's leaders, it did enable a crucial dialogue between governments and private sector to ensure better public policies, sustainable economic policies, and predictable rules for trade within the region.

It is Colombia's view that one of the Cartagena Summit's most significant legacies for succeeding Summits of the Americas is the importance of continuing to organize meetings of this nature to encourage dialogue between governments and the private sector, in order to refine public policies, correct existing errors in the production structures in the countries, and further build on strengths that have generated economic growth and social development.

Based on all of the foregoing, Colombia is satisfied with the outcome of the Sixth Summit of the Americas, outcomes to which all our countries have contributed, in the sense that, with your contributions and initiatives we were able to develop a road map for the work we must undertake henceforth.

It is an undertaking in which frank, ongoing dialogue with the GTCC institutions is vital, and for which the continued and invaluable support of the Summits Secretariat will help consolidate the Summits of the Americas process.

Thank you very much.
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