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Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the member states of the Organization 

  of American States, 

Secretary General Luis Almagro Lemes, 

Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs Ambassador James Lambert,
Distinguished Permanent Representatives,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me thank the Dominican Republic for its hospitality and for hosting the 46th  General Assembly session of the Organization of American States. I warmly welcome you to this first ministerial-level meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) under Peru’s chairmanship.

The profound changes in the international order in the 1990s – with the end of both the bipolar system of global power and the Cold War – produced a variety of democratic transition processes, coupled with economic and institutional crises in the region and, at the same time, ushered in the Summits of the Americas process. Some have argued that the decade lost for development was the decade gained for democracy.

Twenty five years later, we are still face ongoing political problems that we inherited and are yet to be resolved. Furthermore, the slowdown in the international economy and fall-off in demand and investment directly affect our prospects for growth and development and jeopardize gains the region has made in eradicating extreme poverty.

In an increasingly globalized world, the Summit of the Americas seeks to create its own  space for dialogue and decision-making to jointly tackle regional and global problems and take advantage of new opportunities to strengthen democracy. And here we are today, determined to continue working to promote inclusive sustainable development, eradicate poverty and the inequality that is a hallmark of our region, and bring prosperity to our citizens.

Last year Peru hosted a number of key hemispheric and global events – including five important OAS ministerial meetings – as a tangible demonstration of our commitment to strengthening the inter-American system.

On May 10, Peru received the chairmanship of the summits process from Panama. We will try to do as good a job as Panama did when it held the chair.
If I may, I would like to briefly outline the principles guiding our coordination efforts: 
· The OAS Charter and our commitment to democracy in the region as the common denominator are the main source from which we draw inspiration.

· We reaffirm our firm adherence to the principles of international law, of the sovereign equality of states, non-intervention, self-determination of peoples, and peaceful settlement of conflicts. 

· We recognize the differences and diversity among the states of the hemisphere and at the same time the common interests that unite us.  

· We are convinced that we can promote common regional interests and facilitate consensus by listening respectfully to all states, without exception. 

· We will work in close coordination with the Steering Committee and the Summits Secretariat, as well as the Joint Summit Working Group institutions to organize ministerial and sectoral meetings on issues that are important to the Hemisphere, and finally, to convene the VIII Summit as host country.
· We consider participation of civil society, business, and academia in the region to be indispensable.

On an ongoing basis we will be providing you with progress reports on our work and on progress made in implementing Summits mandates, and we also look forward to receiving the country reports. 

Through your foreign ministries Peru will send you – and will provide the OAS with – a country report on concrete progress made to date in fulfilling this important responsibility of following up on Summits mandates. 

You have all followed the elections process in Peru. As a matter of priority for the work of the VIII Summit, the next Administration must immediately decide on the theme it is seeking to propose, and we will keep you duly apprised.

Peru will make every effort to overcome substantive differences and division regarding the objectives of the Summits process; and will try to come up with a very brief consensus declaration, with a clear political message to raise hemispheric and international public awareness about the objectives of Summit of the Americas joint action.
Peru has been coordinating with the Summits Secretariat on a schedule of meetings, which you will be delivered to you as soon as possible so you can start working. I thank Ambassador James Lambert, Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, and Ms. Jane Thery, Director of the Summits Secretariat, for the generous support of the OAS in organizing this meeting.

Distinguished Ministers of Foreign Affairs, again, thank you for being here. I will be counting on your support to set the Summit of the Americas process in train, trusting that we will create synergies and an atmosphere of cordiality, transparency, and confidence for our work.
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