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· Thank you Amb. García. Let me start by congratulating you on your efforts, not only on civil society but on other parallel forums of youth and business representatives, to ensure a truly inclusive approach. Let me address the civil society component.

· The Summits of the Americas Secretariat is fully committed with the following-up of mandates derived from past Summits and OAS General Assemblies to strengthen the participation of civil society and social actors in the Summits Process. AG/RES. 2633 (XLI-O/11), requests that the General Secretariat make efforts through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat “…to continue to explore and implement in the Summits of the Americas process methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in that process…”.

· On this occasion, I would like to present an overview of the plan that the Government of Peru in coordination with the Summit Secretariat has been developing in order to assure an active and inclusive participation of civil society and social actors in the VIII Summit of the Americas Process. 

· As a first activity of the VIII Summit process, on July 20th, the Government of Peru launched the VIII Summit theme with civil society and social actors. The launch was broadcast live throughout the Americas and had the participation of over 500 social actors and civil society representatives. During this event, Peru was able to highlight the importance of the participation of civil society and social actors in the Summit Process and guarantee an open dialogue between all stakeholders. 

· In order to guarantee an active and inclusive participation of civil society and social actors, a Participation Guide will be distributed with more information on all activities that will be undertaken and how these actors can engage to have a greater impact on the Summit Process.

· It is anticipated that this guide will be forthcoming shortly and will be available online. 

· In the preparatory Phase of the VIII Summit, activities will include an amalgam of National Consultations (face-to-face and virtual) and self-organization by civil society into “coalitions”. 

· “Coalitions” are a new element that will become part of the format of participation of civil society and social actors in the VIII Summit Process. This initiative derives from the successful outcome that Coalitions had during the 47th OAS General Assembly. The implementation of “Coalitions” will assure a broader, more inclusive and ongoing dialogue among these actors. For the purpose of the VIII Summit Process we will be defining a Coalition as a group composed of civil society organizations and/or social actors that share a common position of 1 of the 3 Thematic of the VIII Summit. To assure a broader and inclusive participation we will be requiring that all coalitions have at least 3 of the 4 regions of the Hemisphere (North, Central, South America and the Caribbean) and all activities 

will be done in ENG/SPN. 

· [image: image1.jpg]Throughout this combined process the results of meetings at the national level, and wider consultations among thematic “coalitions” will be reported back to member states in order that the ideas and recommendations that are generated by civil society are seen to have a point of input. This will be done in two ways: reports by civil society representatives to future SIRG meetings and through the convening in Washington in February of a hemispheric Dialogue. 

· Let me take this occasion to reiterate my gratitude to the Secretariat for Access to Rights and Equity and Catherine Pognat, Civil Society Specialist of the OAS for their ongoing collaboration with the Summits Secretariat to strengthen the participation of civil society and social actors in the VIII Summit Process and the introduction of “Coalitions” in this Process. 

· Separate from the work of civil society to prepare inputs into the preparation process is the question of how many and which civil society representatives will attend the Summit itself. Part of the determining factors remains to be decided by the Presidency in choosing the venues for parallel meetings, which in turn will impact overall capacity. It is important to emphasize here that the civil society participation at Summits is not governed by the OAS registry used for General Assemblies. It is the prerogative of the host nation to determine participation. In order to do so in an orderly fashion, the Presidency has asked us to ensure that a separate methodology on registration for the Summit Civil Society Forum and High-Level dialogue is sent out at an early date (we anticipate mid-October). These events will also be run on the basis of coalitions, requiring civil society representatives themselves to select their group spokespersons. Careful oversite of this procedure should ensure that the tone and quality of civil society interaction, among themselves and with member states is more constructive and substantive than in recent years. 
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