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Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, Peru’s National Coordinator for the Summits Process and the meeting Chair, welcomed the distinguished National Coordinators and Deputy National Coordinators of the Summits Process, Permanent Representatives to the OAS, and delegates of the Summits Process participating states.

In calling the meeting to order, the Chair submitted the draft agenda and the draft schedule GRIC/O.3/doc.37/17 for consideration GRIC/O.3/doc.38/17 rev.2. There being no comments from the delegations, the agenda and the schedule for the closed meeting were adopted.

1. Opening remarks by Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, National Coordinator of Peru for the Summits process

The remarks delivered by Ambassador García Revilla were published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.7/17.

2. Remarks by the OAS General Secretariat

The remarks delivered by Ambassador James M. Lambert, OAS Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs, were published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.8/17.

3. Presentation of the document on theme 2, “Corruption and Sustainable Development” 

The document on theme 2, “Corruption and Sustainable Development,” was published as GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.4/17. This thematic area is intended to explore the effect of corruption and lack of transparency on the effective enjoyment of human rights; how development projects and their operations are being executed in the region; and how to increase foreign investment in the region. Taking into consideration the complexity of the issue, this thematic area underscores the fact that measures to promote sustainable development do help to fight corruption, insofar as they foster institutional strengthening and, hence, help to prevent corrupt practices.

a. Presentation by Mr. Roberto de Michele, Senior Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

Mr. Michele’s presentation, published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.9/17, underscored the importance the IDB places on the issue of corruption.  He argued that the countries of the region have been plagued by cases of corruption, which has seriously affected public perception and confidence in governments. He said domestic and foreign investment remain a challenge in countries with higher corruption indices, and this affects debt rating and economic growth. Although very palpable, the effects of corruption are still hard to quantify, since most acts of corruption are underhand maneuvers. To combat corruption, he said, the countries of the region should focus on three main aspects. Firstly, bureaucracy should end, as it creates opportunities for corruption. Secondly, oversight of public resources should increase, and lastly, institutions should be strengthened and international standards followed. Adding that attention should be paid to the issue of bureaucracy, public resources, international standards, and public procurement, he reiterated the IDB’s support for the Americas Business Summit. 

b. Presentation by Mr. José Ugaz, anti-corruption expert and former chair of Transparency International

In his presentation, published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.9/17, Mr. José Ugaz discussed the relevance of the issue of corruption as a central theme of the Eighth Summit.  The presentation focused on the outcomes of a meeting of experts on corruption, held in Lima on October 30 and 31, 2017. It brought together 32 experts from 10 countries. He said this was a great opportunity to address the issue in light of corruption scandals. He compared corruption to a cancer that deepens poverty and hinders development for vulnerable groups, including vulnerable women. He underscored the need to anchor existing proposed mechanisms that have an anti-corruption agenda. Among recommendations on inter-American anti-corruption instruments, the experts proposed the updating of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, strengthening the MESICIC, and promoting international standards. 

4. Presentation of the document on theme 3, “Aspects of Cooperation, Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships 

The document for theme 3, “Aspects of Cooperation, Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships,” was published as a document GRIC/CA-VIII/doc.5/17. This theme seeks to present options for improving institutions fighting corruption at an international level. Focus is placed on doing diagnostic assessments of the tools available in the region, as well as of other mechanisms developed by other regions or international organizations in which countries of the Americas have some participation. Effort will be made under this thematic area to analyze and propose the creation of partnerships with international organizations, to share information and relevant data drawn from their experiences tackling corruption.

a. Presentation by Mr. Jorge García, Director of the OAS Department of Legal Cooperation, on the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC)

In his presentation, published as document GRIC/03/INF.11/17, Mr. Jorge García described the MESICIC as an instrument for horizontal cooperation among the states, with areas of activity that include: promotion of cooperation through reciprocal reviews of implementation of the Convention; issues of collective interest, such as private sector responsibility in tackling corruption; promoting the exchange of best practices; and development of legal and technical cooperation tools through model legislation.  Mr. García pointed out that despite the progress made, the MESICIC faced challenges, including those having to do with strengthening the legal framework, lack of indicators to measure corruption, and strengthening international cooperation.

b. Presentation by Ms. María Fernanda Trigo, Director of the OAS Department for Effective Public Management, on the Inter-American Cooperation Mechanism for Effective Public Management (MECIGEP)

In her presentation, published as a document GRIC/O.3/INF.12/17, among other things Ms. María Fernanda Trigo discussed was the importance of strengthening democratic institutions in the region.  She said because democracy was directly related to effective public management, its political-ideological orientation or national objectives must respond to citizens’ demands in a transparent, efficient, and effective way. She suggested specific public management initiatives, including an inter-American initiative for open public procurement, an inter-American program for open data to combat corruption, and an inter-American commitment on public integrity. In her concluding comments, she said citizen participation in training programs helped strengthen public institutions to make them more transparent and effective.

5. Discussion among delegations regarding the themes

The Chair of the SIRG, Ambassador Antonio García Revilla, offered the floor for delegations to comment and share their thoughts. 

The delegations reported on the most noteworthy progress they had made in fighting corruption in recent years. 

The delegations agreed that access to public information was key to fighting corruption and was a human right. A number of delegations said information needed to be shared and a toolkit created to combat corruption. They highlighted accountability, public procurement, electoral campaign financing, and the protection of informants in corruption cases, and journalists among the most important areas.

They stressed the importance of strengthening and implementing existing regional and international standards, mechanisms, and conventions. Most of the delegations agreed that there was no need for new anti-corruption institutions or mechanisms to be created but consideration needed to be given to updating existing ones. Several delegations said it was important to strengthen the IACC and the MESICIC. They also argued that national laws needed to be harmonized, so that when there are several jurisdictions there would be no disagreement among countries to prevent new agreements. The Caribbean countries stressed that it was difficult for them to implement new laws in the fight against corruption, because many of them lacked the necessary government resources or institutions to put new mandates in place.

It was argued that although the region had tools and mechanisms needed to combat corruption, the huge challenge was that countries still lacked adequate laws to combat this scourge. Reference was made to triple therapy, which the branches of government must use as the basis for taking concrete action against corruption. It was noted that one of the biggest challenges for the Eighth Summit would be to establish appropriate indicators to measure progress on the issue of corruption. 

Finally, the delegations were of the view that corruption destroyed the democratic fabric of society and its institutions, since it was the biggest obstacle to a country’s economic and social development. The importance of focusing on sustainable development, among other factors, was underscored, given the connection to human rights. Regarding human rights, it was stated that women’s participation in leadership positions and civic education could have a positive bearing on anti-corruption efforts.

Some delegations also expressed concern over a link being made in the discussions between human rights and corruption. 

6. Presentation on organizational and logistical aspects of the Eighth Summit of the Americas, by Ambassador Julio Muñoz, Chair of the Working Group for the Eighth Summit of the Americas

Logistical details of the Eighth Summit of the Americas.  Ambassador Muñoz’s presentation was published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.13/17.

7. Preliminary comments by civil society and social actors on the Third Americas Business Summit

The Chair of the SIRG, Ambassador García Revilla, called to order the third plenary session, during which representatives of civil society organizations presented the outcomes of virtual and in-person consultations held around the hemisphere. These involved the participation of civil society and social actors, and were organized by the Government of Peru and the Summits Secretariat. Following this session were statements from the Business Dialogue and Young Americas Business Trust, representing the private sector and young people of the Americas, respectively.

a. Presentation of the recommendations of civil society and social actors (national consultations and virtual forum), by civil society representatives

National Consultations:  At the request of the Summits Secretariat, Ms. Carola Tello (Citizen Nominee), one of the moderators of the national consultation in Peru, delivered a summary of the outcomes and recommendations of the 30 national consultations convened and organized by the Government of Peru and the Summits Secretariat, with collaboration from the Civil Society Relations Section and OAS country offices. 

The National Consultations were held during the week of October 23, 2017, and sought to offer civil society organizations and participating social actors an opportunity to reflect, share ideas, and make recommendations on the theme of the Eighth Summit of the Americas: “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” and on its three thematic areas. There were 408 civil society organizations taking part – social actors among them.  The summary of recommendations was published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.14/17. The full document of recommendations can be found at http://scm.oas.org/doc_public/ENGLISH/HIST_18/CMBRS01483E02.DOC 

Virtual Forum:  Running from October 9 to 25, 2017, the Forum was convened and organized by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the Government of Peru. It brought together civil society representatives and social actors from 18 Summits Process participating states. The Forum provided the stakeholders a space to discuss and share ideas about the problem of corruption and its impact on democratic governance. These are to be subsequently shared with the states. The recommendations of the forum were presented by the moderator, Mr. Luis Egúsquiza, and published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.17/17.

b. Business Dialogue Presentation

IDB integration and trade specialist Mr. Camilo Fernández de Soto and Business Dialogue representatives presented the preliminary recommendations of the Business Forum, which were published as document GRIC/O.3/INF.15/17.  The recommendations covered the topics of the ten Business Forum working groups. Besides the issue of transparency, these topics included:  trade facilitation, infrastructure, trade and the digital economy, human capital and innovation, finance, energy, natural resources, agro-business, regulatory cooperation, and transport.

c. Youth Forum Presentation

The YABT’s preliminary recommendations were presented by youth leaders Edgard Maestre (Panama), Sayuri Shaquihama (Peru), and Anahí Espinoza (Mexico), on behalf of Young Americas Business Trust, and were published as a document GRIC/O.3/INF.16/17. The YABT highlighted diversity among the main achievements of the young people’s consultations.  Young people rely on prevention and accountability as a way to mitigate the problems of corruption and the issues arising therefrom. They said education was a vital tool for equipping people with the skills needed to become social auditors. The YABT characterized the Summit as a historic milestone that was shedding light on obstacles – such as the problem of corruption – that threatened democratic governance. YABT also reiterated its commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals, and said the mandates of the Summit needed to be turned into instruments to move towards prosperity.

8. Comments by delegations on the presentations made by civil society and social actors

The delegations stressed that corruption hindered a country’s socio-economic development and prosperity, and was an impediment to fulfilling the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals.

The delegations conceded that many laws in the Americas were imperfect and were written in such a way as to possibly create incentives for acts of corruption to take place. Some argued that corruption should be addressed both from the perspective of the corrupt and the corrupter. 

Highlighted as well was the important role and contribution of civil society and social actors in fighting corruption in the Americas. It was agreed that dialogue between civil society, including young people and the private sector, was key to fighting this scourge and to strengthening democratic institutions, including the corresponding regulatory framework.

The delegations also noted that alliances with bilateral and multilateral partners at the subregional, regional, and international levels were key to the success of anti-corruption efforts. 

9. Final considerations, other business, and adjournment of the meeting

Ambassador Antonio García Revilla said he was very satisfied with the level at which dialogue was conducted during the meeting. He said it was now easier to identify what elements would be part of a unified document that would be submitted shortly. He described this document as a collective effort, supported by experts and other stakeholders, and it helped ensure mature reflections and discussions.  This is the result of an evolving process that will later be a negotiation. The hope is that this will produce a document with concrete actions, which can thereafter be referred to the Heads of State and Government as they seek to find consensus.

The next stage of the process includes:

· 8 December 2017: Deadline for delegations to send in their opinions and specific comments.  The document to be made available by the Chair will contain concrete steps towards generating consensus; immediate, urgent measures regarding the scourge of corruption.

· Mid-January 2018: The SIRG Chair to provide the states with a proposed document that will serve as the basis for the next SIRG meeting.

· February 8 and 9, 2018: SIRG negotiation meeting. Lima, Peru.CMBRS01515E04


As there were no further comments from the delegations, the Chair of the SIRG thanked the Joint Summit Working Group institutions and the delegations of the countries participating in the Summit Process for their participation.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

Photo Gallery: https://www.flickr.com/photos/cancilleriadeperu/sets/72157687957606851 
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