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I. 
INTRODUCTION

This document consists of the Second Progress Report on youth participation in the process of the VIII Summit of the Americas, through the V Young Americas Forum. The Forum is a program developed by the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), which in its 12 years has involved more than 23,000 young people with the Summit of the Americas process.

The V Young Americas Forum has two components: the first "Youth Participation" and the second, the Implementation Component, called "Entrepreneurship for Action". Developed through the Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas (TIC Americas 2018) and Eco-Challenge 9.0.

The activities of the Forum are developed with the important support of the Government of the Republic of Peru and the Organization of American States (OAS), through the Secretariat of the Summit of the Americas. In addition, the Implementation Component is supported by the World Bank, PepsiCo, cbc, Postobón, and a network of local organizations, with which young people are supported.

The report collects the contributions resulting from the face-to-face and virtual consultations, and the workshops of the Policy Laboratories. Activities developed from the meeting of the GRIC in Washington, D.C. The process of youth participation is broad, open and diverse. All youth groups are expected to have the opportunity to participate in the Summit. In this regard, it is appropriate to highlight that a consultation was held mid-year to develop the directory of active youth networks in the region, allowing them to be added to this series of activities on the way to the Summit.

Recently, youth dialogues and Policy Laboratories Workshops were held in El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, and other countries. With the collaboration of the United Nations Development Program, the Salvadoran Association for the Integral Development of Youth, the Universidad Autonoma de Yucatan, the Universidad Francisco Gavidia, the Universidad San Ignacio de Loyola, among other organizations. Likewise, a Virtual Dialogue was held with the Latin American Youth Network for Democracy.


II. 
MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS

The contributions presented come from the consultations held between September and October 2017. In them, it has been evidenced, as in previous periods, that young people are supporting the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals of the UN 2030 Agenda. On this occasion, in the consultations carried out, the young people expressed their inclination with the following Objectives:

· Objective No. 4 “Quality Education”

· Objective No. 13 “Action for the Environment”

· Objective No. 16 “Peace, Justice and Solid Institutions” 


 TIC Americas is a hemispheric program developed by the YABT. This is consolidated as a support platform, and business accelerator for young entrepreneurs. TIC Americas provides guidance, training, mentoring, seed and investment capital as well as access to a network of international contacts. Regardless of the business model or solution, this program is designed to support entrepreneurs on their way to growth.

These objectives, together with the three thematic axes of the Summit, are interconnected, as follows:

Focusing their analysis on the first axis, young people identified the following obstacles in terms of democratic governance, mentioning, among other things:
· In the first place, the weakness of public institutions, where they identify: Little collaboration among the different entities, lack of political will, and impunity for acts of corruption, among others. What follows is a lack of public confidence in democratic institutions.

· Secondly, the lack of sensitization campaigns and political education to the public, to which very few resources are allocated and where many times, not only citizens are un-informed, but they do not have the tools to identify problems of corruption or claim their rights.  Producing little political participation in matters of State and a low accessibility to them. At this point, although it is not directly related, it also has its effect on the influx of citizens to the polls during the electoral days.

· Third, social inequalities deeply present in society and causing great feelings of dissatisfaction, premature deaths and high crime rates.  Directly related to issues of sustainable economic and social development, connecting us with the second thematic axis of the Summit.

· Fourth, the lack of prevention policies, insufficient legal regulation and a weak citizen identity. Forgetting that it is much easier to avoid a problem than having to solve it when its consequences are already a reality that affects the entire population.

Likewise, young people believe that the component of the first axis of the Summit "transparency and access to information" is of the highest priority, proposing the following strategy:

Citizen empowerment through the dissemination of civic and state information, in an understandable way. Among the concrete actions they propose, are:

1. Educating on corruption issues and teaching to identify its consequences. Along with the promotion of political concepts dismantling myths and about politics to citizens.

2. Promote the impartiality of the press and avoid the dissemination of non-truthful information.

3. Disseminating the Sustainable Development Goals in order to raise awareness, training in ethical and political matters. Including the previous subjects in the basic, middle and higher education, accompanied by the constant training of educators in the same subjects; together with the coordinated use of technological, media and cultural resources appealing to the idiosyncrasies of the youth and the general population, including through vehicles such as advertising, debates, leisure activities, cultural activities and workshops for publicizing the public.

4. Forming a neutral institutional entity, serving as a link between citizens and the government, which also ensures the declared interests of the same population.

5. Encouraging the realization of events of youth, state and citizen interest through private organizations.  Without leaving aside the academy or volunteering, organizing monthly or quarterly meetings that answer questions and accepts proposals, thus decreasing the distance between citizens and politicians.

6. Legally regulating access to public information. Establishing its accessibility as a right acquired and claimed at the judicial level both locally and internationally. Furthermore, continuous monitoring through an Internet portal, which in turn leads to specific portals of the entities.

7. Using the technological means available to access both young people and vulnerable populations. Either for social or special reasons, by presenting educational proposals for continuous and technical training, together with the promotion of entrepreneurship.

8. Instituting specialized agencies to measure issues of corruption and transparency, and an observatory of peace and justice both locally and internationally. Using them to improve the relationship and exchange of information between governments.

9. Creating a participatory budgeting system that promotes the direct inclusion of citizens in the use of resources and the order of priorities thereof, allowing greater social control over governance. From the horizontal cooperation sphere, local governments are potential partners to lead initiatives for the exchange of good practices of local public management. Creating more job opportunities, business and investment, both local and foreign. This would also contribute to the country’s economy. Improving the accessibility of citizen services and the quality of life of the communities.

The youth population also considered the third point of the first thematic axis "control of corruption and preventive measures", proposing the following:

1. Implement sanctions and immediate measures against possible acts of corruption, preventing their spread and negative impact at the local, national and international levels.

2. Develop networks of juvenile anti-corruption observatories that have indicators to measure the performance of the public function.

3. Implementing systems of professionalization of the public function that promote meritocracy, and at the same time allow reduction on the gender gap, and development, at all levels of public management.

On the other hand, they also emphasized climate care, since phenomena such as the greenhouse effect have a direct impact on the quality of life of citizens. For this topic, they propose:

1. Awareness campaigns on the effects of global warming, the promotion and implementation of reforestation, good water management-avoiding waste and generating indiscriminate access to it-promoting the use of renewable energies for the energy matrix and the use of the three R (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle).

2. The creation of public-private partnerships as Citizen, Government, local and international Support Networks. Aimed at reducing greenhouse gases, allowing the optimization of energy production and the use of renewable alternatives to reduce environmental impact that they generate.

Quality education is another priority issue, since the successful development of a student is the successful development of a citizen, and therefore of society. To which they specifically propose:

· The collaboration of influential people in projects carried out by the directors of schools and teacher unions, with the aim of achieving an increase in the percentage of the national budget allocated to education. Also, create special public-private funds to advance in this point, with their respective control mechanisms, and alternative sources of financing for long-term sustainability.

· Promoting the empowerment processes of faculty, families and students, to be more prepared for the possible difficulties of public management in their communities.

· The implementation of educational projects that include training in democratic values. Using as tools the artistic expressions, simulations and practical exercises, and other activities as transversal axes of formal education. In order to find hidden talents and provoke a successful future job insertion, and leaders who turn education into a tool to transform communities.

Young people understand that an action in any of these points affects others, being aware that society changes through the concrete actions of individuals committed on taking action. They trust in a more transparent and just future in the region, collaboration of all those present in this process.

        III.           CONCLUSIONS

Diversity has been one of the main achievements in youth consultations. Young people trust and bet on prevention, as a way to mitigate the problems of corruption and the issues that arise from it.

By improving accountability systems, citizens can have a better perception of the proper use of public funds, public credit and even the democratic system that governs them. In this, young leaders and entrepreneurs are called to develop innovative solutions to bring citizens closer to public affairs, facilitating technologies and tools that are available to ordinary citizens.

Speaking of tools, education is vital to reach every corner of our countries, forming people with the skills to become social auditors, forming coalitions with the ability to channel their opinions and actions with policy makers.

The next Summit represents a historic milestone because it is looking at what is currently the greatest threat to democratic governance, this being the problem of corruption. Corruption generates a chain of problems and uncertainty, which affects the conditions for sustainable economic development.

The youth is committed to the Sustainable Development Goals, and to convert the mandates of the Summit into instruments to advance towards prosperity, security, peace and the trust of our citizens with democratic systems.

         IV.                 FOLLOWING STEPS

YABT will continue to work hand in hand with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, with the Republic of Peru and the rest of the Member States. The strategic partners of each component of the Youth Forum of the Americas, and of course youth, to enrich the consultation process with concrete, measurable and scalable proposals, providing young leaders and entrepreneurs with new tools and skills to work with decision makers.

The organization, together with national and local partners, will continue to develop face-to-face and virtual consultations. Policy Laboratories workshops - as a new initiative incorporated in the Strategy of the fifth Forum - and aims to train citizens capable of formulating proposals from of the results of the debates. In the remainder of this year, there are programs in Brazil, the United States, Honduras, Mexico and Panama. For the coming year, other countries of the continent will be added.

One aspect of the Forum that stands out has been to bring together the private sector, international development organizations and governments with a single purpose, with clear and specific roles when implementing recommendations derived from youth consultations. The fifth Forum is characterized by diversity in the Americas from the voice of youth, strengthening hemispheric integration, thus giving a new dynamism and momentum to the participation of youth in the Summit.

YABT acknowledges the work done with the Young Americas Forum at the Summit in Panama. The success of the Young Forum in Panama was possible thanks to the close support and active participation of the Panamanian government, with whom from the beginning a road map was drawn up with a group of local organizations.

The transition to the Summit in Peru allows us to continue these achievements, having a positive impact on the development agenda of our States. YABT thanks the Peruvian government for its valuable collaboration with the presentation of the Forum Strategy, held in October in this city. YABT is honored to work with you on the fifth edition of the Forum.
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