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Lima, Peru 
OPENING REMARKS OF THE CHAIR OF THE SIRG
H.E. AMBASSADOR ANTONIO GARCÍA REVILLA
 NATIONAL COORDINATOR OF PERU FOR THE SUMMITS PROCESS
Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States
Mr. James Lambert, Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs of the OAS
Distinguished National Coordinators, Permanent Representatives of the OAS, Ambassadors, and Delegates.
Ladies and gentlemen,

In the framework of the preparatory process of the VIII Summit of the Americas, which is to take place in Lima on April 13-14 of this year, I welcome you to another meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG). As you know, today we will begin negotiation of the document containing concrete commitments related to the topic of “Democratic Government against Corruption” that we will submit to the consideration of the Heads of State and Government at the upcoming Summit.
For Peru, it is of the utmost importance that the Presidents of the region coordinate concrete actions to fight corruption, as we believe that this scourge directly affects our hemisphere’s governance and our peoples’ prospects for achieving sustainable development. As we have noted on a number of occasions, corruption is a transnational threat that exacerbates profound social inequalities.
I would like to begin our session by thanking delegations for their extensive engagement throughout the entire preparatory process. As everyone is aware, in 2017 the SIRG met twice in Washington, DC and once in Lima. Additionally, a SIRG Ministerial took place on June 20 in Cancún, Mexico, in the framework of the 47th General Assembly of the OAS.  

We should recall that at the SIRG meetings this past September and November delegations engaged in an extremely important political discussion in which we analyzed the three thematic pillars of the Summit: (a) Democratic Governance and Corruption; (b) Corruption and Sustainable Development; and (c) Aspects of Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships. 
I would like to underscore the important comments delegations made at the SIRG meetings, as well as the many contributions received in writing. All of these have been valuable inputs in preparing the draft of the final document we will analyze today, which is entitled “The Lima Commitment: Democratic Governance against Corruption.”
In addition to delegations’ contributions, the document also included preliminary conclusions from forums with civil society, the private sector, youth, and other social actors, who will also hold meetings in Lima during the same week as the Summit.

The draft of the Lima Commitment contains specific actions to be adopted by the Presidents of the region with regard to “prevention of corruption and cooperation.” The topics on which we have determined there is the greatest agreement are: 
a) civil society involvement in monitoring government management; 

b) transparency, access to information, open data, whistleblower protection, and freedom of expression; 

c) [image: image1.jpg]education in democratic values, enforcement of codes of conduct for public servants, declaration of interests, gender equality, and women’s empowerment; 

d) financing political organizations and electoral campaigns;
e) transparency in public infrastructure works and emergency response; 

f) consolidation of regional anti-corruption mechanisms, exchange of best practices and technical capacities; and 

g) training of anti-corruption prosecutors, judges, and domestic oversight bodies.
Furthermore, the document contains “law enforcement-related” actions. In this respect these specific topics stand out: 
a)
creation of specialized anti-corruption bodies; 

b)
exchange of information and judicial evidence between prosecutors’ offices; 
c)
cooperation between the banking and judicial sectors; and
d)
strengthening asset-recovery initiatives. 

As we stated last September, the Peruvian Chair of the Summit of the Americas seeks to achieve a concrete, practical, and action-oriented outcome, which explains the methodology used to date. We believe the goodwill all delegations have shown during the preparatory stage of the Summit will be the basis for achieving the consensus that our peoples demand in order to make headway in the fight against corruption in our hemisphere. 
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