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Young Entrepreneurs Recommend Summit Actions

More than 150 young entrepreneurs finalized recommendations to Summit leaders on policies and plans to strengthen and expand programs for young entrepreneurs across the Americas.

The event, “Young Entrepreneurs of the Americas, Forum for the participation of the Civil Society in the process of the Summit of the Americas" took place in Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 10-12, organized by the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), the Organization of American States (OAS) Summits of the Americas Secretariat, the OAS Office for Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness, YABT Argentina, and national organizations in Argentina.

Final recommendations focused on the theme of the IV Summit of the Americas, “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”  More than five months of prior dialogues drew recommendations from thousands of young people and organizations in the Americas.  These will be presented in a final report to be widely circulated and presented as part of the Summit Civil Society Process.
These results are designed to highlight the fundamental importance of entrepreneurship to creating employment for young people, the next generation of business.  The Foro brought together over 150 participants from twenty-five countries across the Americas, including participants from Spain, Germany and Italy who were also present in some of the event’s activities.  The Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Economy and Youth from Argentina were also present and spoke at the opening and closing ceremonies at the event.  Representatives from the OAS Office for Sustainable Development and Environment, the IDB-Youth - Youth Development and Outreach Program, the YES – Global Campaign of Actions for the Youth Employment 2002-2012 amongst others, also were able to present their ongoing programs and linkages with the YABT and its programs in the region.  

The Foro met its objectives, including;
(i) Receiving and incorporating the final recommendations from the participants towards the theme of the IV Summit of the Americas;
(ii) The declaration of the Foro;
(iii) Consolidation of YABT and other entrepreneurial programs, together with the many partners present; and
(iv) An action plan was presented by the participants with respect to the future with the results of the Foro. 

The results of the Foro will be essential for the YABT and its partners to disseminate and promote in upcoming conferences and events throughout the Americas.  To present these recommendations and requests from young people to government officials, leaders in the private sector and at international organizations in order to encourage more assistance and collaboration in the various challenges addressed. 

The Foro helped consolidate, strengthen and identify many important young leaders and programs for youth throughout the Americas.  The interaction between the participants will help them seek more regional support and collaboration for their programs, thus helping to further unify the region and its common goals in order to combat poverty and improve the lives of its citizens. 
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