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Executive Summary

Leaders at the 2001 Third Summit of the Americas and the 2004 Special Summit of the Americas made commitments to invest in the welfare and social development of our people.  The United States is dedicated to fulfilling this shared commitment.  The following report provides highlights of U.S. Government efforts to implement the Summit agenda, including:

· U.S. Government efforts to improve the accountability in education systems and the quality of education through strong bilateral, civil society and OAS partnerships.

· U.S. Government commitment to the fight against the spread of HIV/AIDS and to treat those who need antiretroviral therapy.

· U.S. Government support for the political and economic empowerment of women throughout the Americas through civil society and bilateral partnerships and working with the Inter American Commission of Women.

· U.S. Government commitment to promoting cultural diversity and education, research and preservation of culture in the U.S. and around the world.

· U.S. Government’s work with its partners in the region to support efforts to eliminate the worst forms of child labor and prevent trafficking.

Through these and other initiatives, the United States is working with our partners in the hemisphere to realize our common goal of prosperity and opportunity for all.
Introduction

Overcoming poverty, hunger and social inequality and creating opportunity for all remain important challenges for our hemisphere. To meet these challenges, all governments must to take steps to implement constructive policies that promote equal opportunity, and the eradication of poverty.  International cooperation plays an important supporting role in these efforts, and the U.S. government is committed to fostering both national responsibility and international cooperation through the Summit process.  Our focus is on working with hemispheric partners to share best practices, offer technical assistance, and support efforts to invest in our people.  The following report highlights the challenges in Summit implementation, U.S. government progress in meeting our commitments, as well as the steps ahead.   

Challenges and Obstacles

Governments have made substantial progress in meeting the social mandates from previous Summits of the Americas.  By agreeing to concrete, measurable commitments, our leaders have deepened hemispheric cooperation and set a higher standard for success. For many of these social commitments, governments agreed to report on progress by the next Summit in 2005, so governments must work at implementing these commitments as soon as possible.  Coordination between Foreign Affairs, Education, Health, Labor, and Cultural ministries, along with coordination between governments and multilateral development banks and civil society, is essential to fully complying with Summit mandates.   

Implementation of Summit Mandates

Improving the Quality of Education

· The U.S. Government helps fund the three Centers of Excellence for Teacher Training (CETT), which have trained over 5,000 teachers in effective reading methodologies, reaching over 225,000 children in the Latin America and Caribbean region.  These centers have helped children read with more understanding and become more expressive and creative. 
· CETT is now active in 15 countries in the region, and is contributing significantly to improving the quality of reading instruction in Latin America and the Caribbean.  As governments in the region learn about the successes of CETT, there has been growing enthusiasm for the program.  As an example, the government of Trinidad and Tobago entered CETT using its own and private sector funds.
· The U.S. Government has contributed significant funding and in-kind technical assistance to support the Project for Regional Education Indictors (PRIE), which emanated from the Second Summit of the Americas and was inaugurated in Washington in 2000.  Its objectives are to construct a basic set of comparable education indicators for the Americas; strengthen national systems of indicators and develop a program of technical assistance; and publish education indicators and promote their use for educational policy decision-making. PRIE published its first regional indicators report in January 2002.  

· The U.S. Government remains actively involved in working with its hemispheric counterparts on the Hemispheric Forum on Evaluation.  The Forum also emanated from the Second Summit of the Americas, with the goals to develop a common knowledge base regarding the assessment of student performance throughout the Hemisphere; to discuss the comparability of models, methodologies, and instruments used to evaluate student achievement; and to stimulate the development and use of reliable measures of educational outcomes.

Promoting Public Accountability in Education

· Education Reporting Initiative – Transparency and accountability to the public are both important components of good governance, a key U.S. Government policy objective for the Hemisphere.  Concerning education in particular, the provision of useful information to the public increases government accountability to parents, employers and the public at large for providing a quality education for all.  In the United States, most states have improved and expanded their mechanisms for reporting on student performance and other indicators, and, under our “No Child Left Behind” initiative, school districts are developing a “report card” for each of their schools.

· At the Special Summit, the nations of the Hemisphere committed to increasing the dissemination of education information, and to publicly disseminating information related to the Santiago education goals before the Mar del Plata Summit. The U.S. Government is committed to supporting regional efforts to strengthen educational reporting. In 2004, the U.S. Government worked with the OAS education secretariat to collect information on countries’ current education reporting practice. In addition, the U.S. Government will take the lead in organizing an “exemplary practices” seminar for June 2005 and will otherwise continue to support this initiative through existing Summit projects such as the Evaluation Forum and PRIE.  The U.S. Government will continue to partner with organizations like the Partnership for Educational Revitalization in the Americas (PREAL) to support civil society efforts to monitor and report on the performance of education systems.
Promoting Civic Education
· Civitas Latin America – The U.S. Government provided a five-year grant to the Center for Civic Education to carry out civic education activities in Latin America.  The project supports the development of educational policy, standards, curriculum frameworks, teacher education materials, and research and evaluation.  The Center is working with organizations from several Latin American countries, and the United States, to conduct activities.  The OAS and the American Federation of Teachers are among the participating organizations. 

Supporting Growth in Science and Technology

· The U.S. Government actively participated in the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology in Lima, Peru to encourage economic and financial authorities to treat science, technology, engineering, and education as long-term investments for economic growth and 21st century workforce development.
Protecting Intellectual Property Rights
· The United States strongly believes that effective intellectual property protection is a key element in efforts to foster economic innovation and development, protect consumer health and safety, and encourage cultural, artistic and scientific progress.

· The United States has successfully concluded Free Trade Agreements (FTAs), with the Central American countries plus the Dominican Republic and Chile and is currently negotiating FTAs with Panama and the Andean countries of Colombia, Ecuador and Peru (with Bolivia a possible future partner).  Each FTA negotiated by the U.S. Government contains an intellectual property chapter whose purpose is to promote the goals cited above.

Preserving our Cultural Heritage

· Through the National Endowment for Humanities (NEH), the U.S. Government is dedicated to supporting research, education, preservation, and public programs in the humanities.  The agency promotes knowledge of history, thought, and culture of the U.S., and the world beyond our country’s borders.  For example, NEH supported a project to create an online database of audio and textual materials related to the indigenous languages of Latin America, many of which are endangered or already extinct.  A special joint initiative with the U.S. Government’s National Science Foundation focuses on linguistic projects that exploit recent advances in information technology to develop and enhance knowledge of endangered languages around the world.

· Projects such as “Digital Imaging of the Mesoamerican and South American Archaeological Collections” and “Preservation Microfilming of Rare 19th-Century Mexican Newspapers” illustrate how NEH is helping to preserve and create access to critical cultural resources.  

· To honor and preserve the diverse cultural heritage of the U.S., the NEA annually awards up to ten NEA National Heritage Fellowships to master folk and traditional artists. These fellowships recognize lifetime achievement, artistic excellence and contributions to our nation’s traditional arts heritage.  Recipients in 2004 included Eliseo and Paula Rodriguez who for more than 60 years have been perfecting the art of straw appliqué.

· The American Folklife Center of the U.S. Government’s Library of Congress maintains the country's largest archive of ethnographic field recordings, with materials from around the world that date from the very first sound recordings of 1880 to the present.  With support from the National Park Service's "Save America's Treasures" program, the Center is now conducting a sound preservation project to digitize and preserve one-of-a-kind, priceless music and narrative for future generations.  The Center is also leading the effort to develop an ethnographic thesaurus so that cultural archives and collections worldwide can eventually link and be interrelated via database technology.

· In order to implement our commitment under the UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export, and Transfer of Cultural Property, the U.S. Government has entered into bilateral agreements with six countries in the region (Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Peru).  This has increased cooperation against the pillage and illicit trafficking of ethnological heritage.

Enhancing Cultural Diversity

· The U.S. Government supports the promotion of cultural diversity within the U.S. as well as appreciation of the cultural diversity of the hemisphere and beyond.  The federal government and private sector support non-profit cultural institutions and organizations; implementation of projects for documentation, preservation, and protection of cultural resources; and extensive education efforts, including transmission and cultivation of artistic skills as well as education and presentation of diverse cultural expressions through programs of museums, libraries, theaters, and other community facilities.  Public support for activities reflecting the cultural diversity of our nation and the world also comes from and state and local governments.

· Many National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Grants for Arts Projects connect U.S. audiences with the arts and artists of other countries.  NEA grants for international film festivals create new audiences and enhance the distribution of foreign films in the U.S. NEA Grant Awards for Translation Projects support translations of literary works that are insufficiently represented in English and make the work of foreign writers  -- such as Chilean poet Tomás Harris and Brazilian writer Rubem Fonseca -- more widely available to the American public.  
· The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) supports libraries and museums in connecting the whole of society to the cultural, artistic, historical, natural, and scientific understandings that constitute our global heritage.  IMLS is working with public/private partners to create the International Children’s Digital Library, which will make over 10,000 books from 100 cultures in over 30 languages accessible to children.  The agency is also funding a program to bring together U.S. librarians and librarians from 76 countries, including Mexico, for a two-year leadership-training program.

Fighting Epidemics:

· Leaders in Monterrey made one of their strongest commitments to fight HIV/AIDS when they agreed to provide anti-retroviral therapy (ART) to at least 600,000 individuals living with HIV/AIDS who need ART by the next Summit and all who need it as soon as possible.  The U.S. Government has made significant contributions to the region’s efforts to meet this commitment.
· President Bush’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief has committed $15 billion to fight HIV/AIDS worldwide over five years.  The Emergency Plan includes support for prevention, treatment, and care in thirty-two countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.
· U.S. Department of Labor provided technical assistance to unions, employer organizations and labor ministries in seven Latin American countries to develop programs that create awareness and mitigate the adverse effects of HIV/AIDS in the workplace.
· Supporting the promising work of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, the U.S. Government has contributed $623 million to date and has pledged a total of $1.97 billion from the inception of the Fund through 2008 (with annual contributions not to exceed one-third of the total contributions to the Fund each year beginning in 2004). The U.S. remains the largest donor to the Fund and accounts for 37.4% of total pledges and 31.1% of contributions as of January 30, 2004. The Fund supports programs in nineteen (19) countries in Latin America and the Caribbean as well as support regional responses through CARICOM and OECS (Eastern Caribbean States Sub region).

Promoting Environmental Public Health

· The U.S. Government and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) launched a collaborative strategy to improve the technical capacity of governments in the region to promote and address environmental public health issues. Initial emphasis will be on improving drinking water quality while subsequent collaborative activities will promote efforts to reduce health effects from air pollution and exposure to toxics, especially of sensitive populations such as children.

Advancing Gender Equality
· The U.S. Government sponsors many projects designed to promote the political and economic empowerment of women.  The State Department provided a grant to the Venezuelan chapter of Vital Voices to hold workshops for women leaders from civil society and small businesses.  In Bolivia, Peace Corps Volunteers in the health sector work at the local level to promote women’s representation on community water committees.  In Argentina, the U.S. Embassy sponsors a program spearheaded by women who are focused on improving the efficiency of the justice system.

· The U.S. has been a leader in bringing attention to the problem of Trafficking in Persons, a global plague whose weight falls most heavily on women. In FY 2003, the U.S. government devoted nearly $10.5 million to anti-trafficking activities, and projects in the Western Hemisphere.

· Peace Corps Volunteers in Belize, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Eastern Caribbean, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, and Peru are working to raise awareness of and build skills in preventing family and gender-based violence, and are supporting programs that advocate for women’s participation in community decision-making.

· For its 2004 topic, the U.S. Fulbright New Century Scholars Program chose "Toward Equality: The Global Empowerment of Women." Topics include the education and socialization of girls; politicized religions and the involvement of women; globalization and the economic status of women; workplace and workforce issues; policies towards family, reproduction, and women’s health; migration, sex trafficking, and crossing of international borders; and women’s writing as examples of resistance and change. Four women scholars from the Western Hemisphere (Canada, Ecuador, Peru, and Trinidad and Tobago) are among the international team working collaboratively on this project.

· The United States has been an active participant in the Inter-American Commission of Women meetings to promote the integration of women into all fields of activity, such as science and technology.

Creating Jobs

· Among many programs in 2004, the U.S. Government collaborated with Argentina, to organize a workshop examining “The Impacts of Trade and Integration on Labor”, and with our North America Agreement of Labor Cooperation partner countries to organize a workshop on “Supporting Economic Growth Through Effective Employment Services”.  Both events enjoyed the participation of officials from labor ministries throughout the hemisphere, along with representatives form international organizations, trade unions, and the business community.

Protecting Respect for Internationally Recognized Labor Rights

· The U.S. Government continues to support efforts to eliminate the worst form of child labor.  In 2004, the U.S. Department of Labor’s financial commitment to child labor projects in the Americas amounted to close to USD 22 million.  New child labor and education projects started in Colombia, Ecuador, and Panama targeting children working in hazardous commercial agriculture in sectors including flower and banana production, sugar cane, coffee, melons and tomatoes.   Projects were also funded or expanded to address the problems of child trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation and domestic work in countries including the Dominican Republic, Brazil, Paraguay, Chile, Colombia, and Peru.   A new regional Central America project involving six countries is also building capacity of governments and civil society to address the education needs of working children.  
· The U.S. Government continues providing technical assistance to build capacity within government labor institutions, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), and communities, to promote respect for internationally recognized labor rights.  In 2004, the U.S. Department of Labor funded a number of technical assistance projects in the western hemisphere aimed at improving working conditions, strengthening the enforcement of labor laws, and combating trafficking for forced labor.
Fighting Hunger and Rural Development

· The U.S. Government has made significant contributions to improve living conditions for rural area populations by promoting investment and creating favorable environments to achieve sustainable developments in agriculture.  U.S. agricultural priorities for the Western Hemisphere include the advancement of science and technology, the promotion of regional and global trade integration, and support for improvements in agricultural health and food safety systems.  Through the pursuit of these objectives, the U.S. has supported efforts to increase the trade capacity of countries throughout the Hemisphere so that they can participate more fully in negotiations within international bodies.

· The advancement of agricultural science and technology, including biotechnology, throughout the hemisphere has also been a priority for the U.S. Government.  The U.S. co-hosted a 2004 Central American ministerial meeting with IICA and the Government of Costa Rica.
· The U.S. has advanced the Agro-Action Plan through its support and promotion of various activities and initiatives to improve rural life.  Activities include technical assistance to producers and policymakers; food assistance programs; and bilateral as well as multilateral cooperative efforts to increase capacity of institutions involved in agriculture. 
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