Canadian National Report: Implementation of the Action Plan of the Quebec City Summit of the Americas and the Declaration of Nuevo Leo the Period January to June 2004
____________________________________________________________
Please note that all financial figures are given in Canadian Dollars.

This report highlights activities in the January to June period and it updates the December 2003 Canadian National Report.
MAKING DEMOCRACY WORK BETTER

Electoral Process and Procedures.  Canada supported the OAS-Carter Center joint mission to Venezuela with $25,000.  This allowed experts to be present at all stages of verification and validation of petitions and signatures for recall referenda in the country.
Transparency and Good Governance.  The Best Practices E-Forum of the Americas received $155,000 from Canada.  This meeting encouraged OAS member states to identify best practices and learn from each other’s experiences implementing good governance.

Fight Against Corruption.  Canada participated in the first Conference of the State Parties to the Mechanism for Follow-Up of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), held in Washington, D.C., April 1-2, 2004.  Results of this meeting include recommendations to increase the number of countries reviewed per year by the Committee of Experts from 8 to 12; examine the use of on-site visits in country evaluations; allow civil society to report to the Committee of Experts on the implementation by states of the recommendations contained in Committee reports; and secure stable and adequate resources for the Mechanism.  Canada through its Human Security Program is providing $50,000 per year until 2005 in order to support the work of the Committee.  In March 2004, Canada committed $350,000 to support operational costs of the Follow-up Mechanism over the next two years, and to support the development of a technical co-operation pilot project to facilitate the implementation of the Committee of Expert’s recommendations in the first four reviewed states.

Empowering Local Governments.  Canada committed $775,000 to support the decentralization process and the modernization of municipalities through the use of information and communication technologies in the Hemisphere.

HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS

Migration.  Canada provided $40,000 to the International Organization for Migration office in the Dominican Republic to support the preparation of a radio series and educational sessions to sensitize the population on the risks of people-trafficking.

Human Rights of Women.  Canada has committed $1 million in the period 2004-2007 to address violence against Aboriginal women.  This funding has encouraged the formation of a coalition of Aboriginal women’s organizations that are developing and implementing a strategic action plan to address violence. 
JUSTICE, RULE OF LAW AND SECURITY OF INDIVIDUALS
Independence of the Judiciary.  Canada provided Consorcio Justicia with $50,000 to develop recommendations aimed at improving the transparency and accountability of the judiciary and to prepare training activities to ensure a future role of citizens in the monitoring of judicial systems.

Combatting the Drug Problem.  Canada remains an active member of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) and enjoys a leading role in developing CICAD’s Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism (MEM), which seeks to objectively evaluate anti-drug efforts in order to, among other things, highlight best practices.  Canada was elected chair of the CICAD process for the period November 2003-November 2004, and most recently, chaired the 35th Regular Session of CICAD, held in Washington, D.C., April 27-30, 2004.  Funding of $50,000 was committed by Canada to support workshops in the Dominican Republic, Peru, Colombia, Jamaica and Cuba on issues related to airport drug investigations, undercover techniques, witness protection and drug awareness.  Canada provided the Regional Security System (RSS), a treaty‑based multilateral organization in the Eastern Caribbean, with $75,000 to facilitate joint and combined responses to key threats including narcotics trafficking and natural disasters.

Transnational Organized Crime.  The Inter‑American Drug Abuse Control Commission received $25,000 from Canada to improve understanding within the OAS of the annual Cross‑Border Crime Forum (CBCF), which was established to improve Canada‑U.S. cooperation, as well as improve information sharing between the law enforcement and justice communities.  Canada gave $63,000 to the Inter‑American Committee on Terrorism to hold a meeting of cyber‑security experts in Ottawa to help elaborate and implement a strategy for the establishment of a Watch and Warning Network in the Americas.
HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

Strengthening Mutual Confidence.  To further the goal of a mine-free hemisphere Canada supports the operations of the OAS/UPD's mine action program known as Acción Integral Contra Minas Antipersonal  (AICMA).  In the reporting period January 1 – May 31, 2004, $1,706,000 was contributed by Canada to the programs for comprehensive mine action in Colombia, Guatemala and Nicaragua, to demining the Ecuador-Peru border, to removing Surinam's last and only minefield and providing Chile with demining equipment. Additionally, Canada provides in-kind support on a continuing basis to AICMA, particularly in the set-up of the August 2004 OAS Quito Seminar on Mine Action in preparation for the Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free World.  In addition, Canada has contributed $300,000 directly to Mine Risk Education and Victim Assistance projects in Colombia outside the OAS system.  Canada approved a $40,000 contribution to support the organization of a seminar on the Identification, Collection, Stockpile Management, and Destruction of small arms and lights weapons in Nicaragua for government experts, especially those of Central America and Haiti.  Five participants, one each from Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Jamaica and El Salvador will be sponsored to participate in the Peace Operations Summer Institute in Canada.  This program will improve knowledge about peace operations, improve decision making abilities, develop understanding about resources available to peacekeepers and seek to enhance the role of Latin American countries in international peace operations.  

Fight Against Terrorism.    In collaboration with the International Civil Aviation Organization, $215,000 has been committed by Canada in 2004 to support 13 workshops for Caribbean, Central and South American countries on air security issues.  Canada partnered with the International Maritime Organisation Trust Fund (IMO) in order to assist hemispheric partners in implementing the amendments to the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention, and in particular those elements dealing with the improvement of port security.   The IMO received Canadian funding of $50,000 to organize a seminar that will provide Caribbean nations with experience in assessing, establish and enhancing measures that strengthen maritime security.  Funds totalling $15,000 were committed to support an experts workshop to discuss practical means by which appropriate human rights safeguards could be incorporated into counter-terrorism legislation, policies and programs.  Canada also provided $125,000 for a legislative drafting workshop held in Costa Rica in January 2004. Canada allocated $125,000 to the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) for hosting in Ottawa, on March 29-30, a Cybersecurity Practitioners’ Workshop to consider and further advance the framework to establish a hemispheric cyber watch and warning network.

CIVIL SOCIETY

Strengthening Participation in Hemispheric and National Processes.  Canada supported efforts in Nicaragua, Guatemala, Panama, Honduras and El Salvador to encourage government officials to systematically consult with civil society as part of the negotiation and implementation of trade agreements.  Canada provided $122,400 in order to bring developing country participants to the Americas Trade and Sustainable Development Forum, which was held on the margins of the 8th FTAA Ministerial in Miami in November 2003.  This allowed for informal dialogue and substantive exchanges between civil society organisations and government officials on the sustainable development dimensions of the FTAA.  On March 29, 2004, Canada met with relevant civil society groups in order to examine accountability mechanisms and ensure progress in the advancement of gender equality and women in public policy.  Through its Human Security Program, Canada funded and participated in a conference hosted by a Chilean NGO to follow-up on the Special Conference on Security and the Special Summit of the Americas.  Canada is also contributing human security funding to a Guatemalan civil society group to support the transfer of Guatemala’s Department of Control of Arms and Ammunitions from the Ministry of Defence to civilian management.  This civil society organization is working with both government representatives and other civil society groups working on small arms issues in order to improve the accountability and efficiency of the National Program on Arms Control and to reduce the national and regional insecurity caused by the proliferation of small arms.  Canada in collaboration with the OAS supports an ongoing regional forum between civilian and military actors working on the elaboration of a defence policy for Guatemala.  A similar project in Peru is supported by Canada, in which civil society consultations are held with the Ministry of Defence in view of facilitating the transparent review of Peru’s defence policy and contributing to the development of its Defence White Paper.


TRADE, INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL STABILITY
Trade and Investment.  Canada has committed $24 million, in addition to ongoing development assistance, for trade-related technical assistance and capacity building.  The aim of this trade-related contribution is to help strengthen the ability of developing countries in the Americas to participate in hemispheric, sub-regional, and bilateral free trade negotiations, and to facilitate their integration into the world economy.  These funds have been allocated as follows: $7 million to support the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) hemispheric cooperation program; $6 million to support new projects in the areas of customs administration and reform, as well as measures related to food safety and animal and plant health; and $11 million to develop new hemispheric trade-related technical assistance and capacity building programming in the Americas -- including work related to the delivery of cooperation activities under the framework of labour and environment side agreements.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT
Telecommunications.  Canada continued to maintain an active schedule of meetings with incoming delegations from various countries in the region interested in the Canadian Digital Inclusion model or in one or many of its key programs, and participated in several international events where Canadian technological expertise was showcased.

Canada organized and delivered, in cooperation with the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) of the Organization of American States, the First Regional Workshop on Computers for Schools, one of the key programs of the Canadian Digital Inclusion model. There were 39 participants from 9 countries, 19 observers and specials guests, and 4 regional co-facilitators.  The workshop was recognized and highly praised as an example of expected deliverables during the recent meeting in Ottawa of the Hemispheric Advisory Board (HAB) of the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).

Canada continued to act as the Official Rapporteur on Connectivity for the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL) of the Organization of American States and as Chair and Coordinator of the Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG) for the implementation of the Summit of the Americas’ Agenda for Connectivity in the Americas and Plan of Action of Quito (ACAPAQ).
Canada strengthened its role as a regional leader in the application of Information and Communication Technologies for Development (ICT4D), stressing the importance of mainstreaming ICTs in National Development Plans. It continues to support the design and implementation of integrated Connectivity Agendas or National E-Strategies based on principles of equity, universality and affordability, with an active and on-going participation of the private sector and civil society. 

In its role as Chair of the IAWG, Canada has been successful in generating effective dialogue and coordination mechanisms between selected international financing institutions, international organizations and other partners that are designing, funding and implementing National E-Strategies and ICT4D projects in Latin America & the Caribbean.

Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA).  The Institute in partnership with the Hispano-American Association of Research Centers and Telecommunication Companies (AHCIET) is sponsoring the Latin American Awards for Digital Cities contest. This contest rewards the development of e-government initiatives in Latin American municipalities. The awards will be granted in three categories: metropolitan area, medium sized city, and small rural community. The winners will be announced at the V Iberoamerican Conference of Digital Cities, to be held in Colombia, in June 2004.  

As part of ICA’s series of case studies, the following new documents have been published:

_
K-Net: Harnessing ICTs – A Canadian First Nations Experience: Showcases program carried out by the Keewaytinook Okimakanak tribal council in Northern Ontario in the areas of e-Education, e-Health, e-Networking, and e-Business.
_
Wi-Fi in Education: A Chilean Case: Describes the Wireless Internet Protocol (IP) Multimedia Diffusion Project carried out in Chile. 

_
FIPA: The Virtual Parliament of the Americas: Explores the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) that let parliamentarians communicate and exchange information.

ICA sponsored six participants to attend the Symposium on Private-Public Partnerships in Technology Education, held in Hamilton, Bermuda on January 28th to 30th.  The symposium let participants discuss ways to secure support from the private sector for the advancement of technology education in the Caribbean. It also allowed attendees from five regional countries to meet individually with companies that have played a major role in Bermuda's progress in technology education over the last five years. The symposium attracted more than 40 technology education practitioners.

The ICA Hemispheric Advisory Board (HAB) met from April 26th to 28th in Ottawa, Canada. The Advisory Board is made up of ICT pioneers and practitioners from throughout the Americas, as well as the European Union, representing government, private sector, civil society, and academia.

The Institute supports FRIDA (Fondo Regional de Innovación Digital en América Latina y el Caribe), a regional fund for the promotion of digital innovation in the Americas.  FRIDA was created to support small Information and Communications Technology (ICT) research projects originating from universities and non-profit organizations.  This project aims to promote digital inclusion in the region by supporting projects that strengthen the information society within participant countries. Projects should use existing technologies - or develop new ones - to promote social development and modernize public policies.  This initiative was launched by PAN Americas/IDRC, the Latin American and Caribbean Internet Address Registry (LACNIC), and ICA, in collaboration with the Internet Society (ISOC) and the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP).
ICA was invited to participate at the First International Forum E-Panana, held in Panama City on April 6th and 7th, to present on the challenges for the connectivity agenda in Latin America.  At the forum, ICT researchers, government officials, entrepreneurs, and academics attended presentations on the opportunities for ICTs in the Americas, Europe, and Asia. The forum participants also explored the government agenda required for advancement towards the information society and increased participation in the knowledge economy.

ICA sponsored OAS/IDB e-Government workshop, in partnership with the Organization of America States and the Inter-American Development Bank, sponsored the OAS/IDB e-Government workshop.  Government employees from Latin America and the Caribbean attended this two-day workshop held in Washington D.C. from April 20th to 23rd. Participants discussed regional e-Government challenges and opportunities, as well as the creation of a regional network to define training requirements for employees using electronic tools.
ICA completed the Andean consultation “ICTs for Development - Andean Region Consultation”.  The ICT for Development workshop was held in Lima, Peru on March 17th to 19th. This event to facilitate discussions towards an integrated ICT strategy for development in the Andean Region was supported by ICA.

The Andean Consultation attracted more than 80 ICT practitioners from the private, government, and civil society sectors. Over three days, participants discussed best practices and innovative approaches for the use, sustainability, and development of ICTs in the region.  The workshop was a collaborative effort of ICA, the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (an agency of the Organization of America States), the Development Gateway, the Academy for Educational Development (AED), and the Andean Community of Nations (CAN).

Transport.  Canada participated in the meeting of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI) Executive Committee in February 2004 to assess how the WHTI work program was responding to the Leaders' statements and directives at the last Summit. Hemispheric Security and Environmental initiatives were considered.

DISASTER MANAGEMENT
Canada provided $1 million to support a three year project, covering the period 2003-2005, undertaken with the Pan American Health Organization, which seeks to improve responses of the health sector in protecting public health and providing primary medical care, as well as ensuring the availability of potable water following a disaster.  This financial contribution will also support disaster mitigation, preparedness and response activities.

ENVIRONMENTAL FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Environment and Natural Resources Management.  Canada, Argentina and the OAS hosted an Information Session on Health and Environment Ministers of the Americas (HEMA) in Washington, DC in February 2004 to solicit support for HEMA initiatives from international regional cooperation organizations.  The HEMA Working Group (chaired by Canada and Argentina) met in March 2004 to discuss the agenda for the next HEMA Ministerial meeting and priorities for action.  Priority projects in three areas were identified.  These included:  integrated water resources management, including management of wastewater and solid waste; sound management of chemicals, integrated health and environment assessment, including children's health and environment indicators, with a focus on water.  Canada committed $100,000 to this project, which is being undertaken jointly by UNEP / ROLAC and PAHO.  In March 2004,  Canada announced it will invest a further $200 million in Sustainable Development Technology Canada over the next two years. A further $800 million will be invested over the next five years in support of environmental technologies related to climate change mitigation such as investment in fuel efficient and alternative fuel vehicles and new lightweight materials for vehicles and the development and demonstration of clean coal and CO2 sequestration, renewable energy, and cellulose ethanol technologies.  

ADVANCE \d4Canada's Sustainable Development Strategy 2004-2006 was tabled in Parliament on February 16, 2004. This strategy outlines the Canada’s vision of sustainable development and its action plan for promoting a more sustainable transportation system in Canada.  This is the third successive three-year strategy that Canada has developed.  It builds on the accomplishments and lessons learned from the first two strategies.  It brings more precision to the concept of sustainability, and defines seven challenges, and 32 specific commitments, for the next three years. This strategy outlines a set of principles for sustainable development, includes concrete deliverables and performance measures, and defines what Canada can do better to integrate sustainable development into its activities.  This new strategy continues the journey towards a more sustainable transportation system for all Canadians. 

LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Canada will contribute to the series of activities scheduled throughout the 13th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour’s (IACML) Plan of action; which include a broad range of discussions/workshops on the following topics: occupational health and safety, Impacts of Trade and Integration on Labour,  Electronic Employment Services, Linkages between Labour, Social and Economic Policies  and Decent Work.  Canada will maintain its support for the ongoing participation of employer and labour organizations in all 13th IACML events and initiatives. 

Canada will also continue to support the works of the International Labour Organization (ILO) Programme for the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC).  For 2004-2005, Canada through the Labour Program has funded three ILO technical cooperation projects; one in Africa and two in the Americas (Haiti and Colombia).  Building the capacity of national institutions has been a common strategy in all these projects in order to ensure that their objectives are sustained once the projects end.   

EDUCATION
Canada is providing $500,000 to replicate Canada's Computers for Schools Program in countries in the Hemisphere, through the establishment of long-term partnerships between governments, educational institutions, the private sector, NGOs and civil society. 

HEALTH
Canada is providing expertise for a project in Argentina which will measure environmental impacts on children’s health.  The Canadian Institute of Child Health (CICH) and the Asociación Argentina de Médicos por el Medio Ambiente (AAMMA), in cooperation with a number of Canadian and Argentine partners, will work together to complete a profile that collects and compiles information on the state of children’s health in Argentina.  Health Canada is also providing technical expertise to the Canadian Public Health Association on HIV/AIDS surveillance in the Caribbean region.

Canada has recently announced in the February 2004 Speech from the Throne, the creation of a new Public Health Agency.  The intent is to ensure that Canada is linked, both nationally and globally, to networks for disease control and emergency response.  The Government will also appoint a new Chief Public Health Officer for Canada. 

GENDER EQUALITY
In the period November 2003 and April 2004, Status of Women Canada prepared its response to the United Nations Questionnaire to Governments on the Implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (1995) and the Outcomes of the 23rd Special Session of the UN General Assembly (2000).  The information gathered through the questionnaire will be used by the UN for the 10-year review and appraisal of the implementation of the Beijing Platform For Action that will take place at the 49th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW) in March, 2005 – also known as Beijing + 10.

Guided by its Agenda for Gender Equality, Canada works to engender current and new policy and program initiatives; accelerate the implementation of gender-based analysis; enhance voluntary sector capacity; engage Canadians in the policy process; and meet international commitments on women’s human rights and the advancement of gender equality.  In addition to the Minister of State for the Status of Women – a position that was elevated from a Secretary of State in 2004 - three key ministers of the federal Cabinet are responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Agenda. 

Canada continues to support and promote the work of the CIM to position it strategically within the Inter-American system as the primary policy-making body on women's human rights and gender equality. Furthermore, the Second Meeting of Ministers of Women’s Affairs or other Highest-Ranking Officials Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the OAS member states (REMIM II) was held in Washington D.C. April 21-23, 2004.  Canada’s delegation was active in preparations for, and discussions during REMIM II, serving as President of the Ministerial and working with other delegations to finalise the text of the Ministerial Declaration and resolutions that dealt with a number of issues including gender and trade, integrating a gender perspective into the Summit of the Americas process, recommendations to the Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Attorney’s General (REMJA V), strengthening the CIM, and violence against women.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Canada continues to participate in the OAS negotiations on the Proposed Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including the provision of funding to help broaden the indigenous participation in the negotiations.  Interest amongst states and indigenous groups in the Americas in the area of connectivity has also increased.  Representatives from Chile, Brazil and Mexico participated in the Connecting Indigenous Peoples in Canada Forum (Ottawa, March 24-26, 2004).  The Forum was followed by an international workshop in Ottawa on indigenous portals.  A side-event in New York at the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in May will encourage connectivity among other states and indigenous groups.

Canada also supported the visit of a delegation from Chile to Canada in April to explore possibilities of partnering with Aboriginal groups in the areas of eco-tourism and economic development.  The Chilean delegation was hosted by the University College of the Cariboo and consisted of three representatives from CONADI (Corporacion Nacional de Desarrollo Indigena), including the National Director of the corporation.  In April, 2004, Canada provided support to Aboriginal women for their participation in an Indigenous women’s conference which was held in Lima Peru.

Funds totalling $100,000 were committed by Canada to support the 4th Conference of the Continental Network of Indigenous Women (ENLACE in Spanish) held in Lima, Peru on April 4-7, resulting in a plan of action that will allow Indigenous Women’s organizations in the Americas to coordinate their initiatives with a common vision, objectives and strategy.  The Government of Canada provided  $110,000 to assist the Bolivian military college in the preparation of a curriculum for indigenous recruits and the entry officer corps.  This program will integrate aboriginal peoples into the armed forces, and will educate the armed forces about multiculturalism and responsible citizenship.

CULTURAL DIVERSITY
As the first Vice-Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture of the Organization of American States, Canada continues to encourage awareness of the importance of cultural diversity within the Americas.  Canada will continue to play a prominent role in preparations for the Second Ministers of Culture of Highest Appropriate Authorities Meeting in Mexico on August 23 and 24, 2004.  Canada continues to play a leadership role in efforts to create the Sports Council of the Americas.  In February 2004, Canada provided financial support of $12,000 for an officials meeting to advance preparations for the 3rd Ministers of Sport Meeting in June 2004.
DECLARATION OF NUEVO LEÓN 
ECONOMIC GROWTH WITH EQUITY TO REDUCE POVERTY

Canada  has completed studies on workers' remittances from to Central Americas and the Caribbean.  The pilot research project covers Haiti, Jamaica, Guyana, Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala.  In close cooperation with government, innovative private sector initiatives, such as new client services being pioneered by Scotiabank in the Caribbean and Latin America have significantly reduced the cost of remittance transfers. 

In terms of the cost of doing business in Canada, the World Bank's project on indicators suggest that starting a business in Canada is a relatively simple and inexpensive process. Two procedures and no minimal capital requirements allow for a three-day start up time, the lowest in the G-8.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Canada is providing $500,000 to a birth registration project to develop processes and campaigns to register children born in rural areas in Bolivia, El Salvador and Dominican Republic.  Canada is supporting the reduction of domestic violence by providing $490,000 to reduce violence against children and youth at home and at school in El Salvador, Honduras and Northeast Brazil. Canada is providing $2.1 million to the Human Resource Development in Sao Paulo II project to transfer Canadian technologies in public employment and income policies and programs to assist in the integration of people excluded from the formal labour market.  Canada is providing $4.7 million through the Ecofondo Rural Recovery Program to implement a model of participatory environmental management with communities affected by illegal crops as a contribution to building peace and sustainable human development in Colombia.   

The Canadian Interdepartmental Working Group on Trafficking in Persons has been mandated to be the focal point in the Federal Government for the coordination of national efforts to combat human trafficking and the development of a Canadian strategy to address this issue.  Canada supported the Canadian Ethnocultural Council for the Forum on Trafficking in Persons, Especially in Youth, Women and Children which was held March 30, 2004.  On March 31, Canadian officials met with key civil society representatives, including women's organizations, for a dialogue on trafficking in persons.  

Canada has agreed to key target and goals to combat AIDS in various fora such as the Barcelona Conference (2001) and WHO's recent (2003) "Three by Five" initiative for bringing 3 million people worldwide under treatment by 2005. The latter commits PAHO to doubling the number of people receiving ART in LAC by 2005.  Canada has not only endorsed these targets, but is a contributor to global efforts such as UNAIDS and the GFATM.  This support includes $40M in HIV/AIDS-related bilateral assistance in the Caribbean in 2000-2005.
On December 12, 2003, Canada created a federal department of Social Development emphasizing Canada’s strong commitment to social development issues. The goal is a Canada with strong foundations where people are treated with dignity and no one is left behind. Social Development Canada (SDC) now has federal responsibility for matters pertaining to children, seniors, persons with disabilities, and improving social benefits delivery to Canadians.  

In addition, Canada further reiterated its long term commitment to social development issues in the 2004 Budget, providing an additional $250 million to social development programs and services, which will help reinforce Canada’s social foundations.  Of this amount, approximately $50.5 million were allocated for persons with disabilities and $174 million were allocated to improve the programs and services offered to children and families.

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE
Canada is providing $500,000 to the Strengthening Democracy in the Americas initiative of the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD).  This will support various hemispheric parliamentary fora and the application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

Canada is supporting a Venezuelan Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) in its efforts to monitor and improve the quality of governmental communications.  Funds have been committed by Canada to a NGO seeking to provide capacity building training to Guatemalan officials in the area of crime scene investigation.  This involves providing security officials, such as police and prosecutors, with information on essential crime investigation techniques.
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