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Canada’s 2008 National Report

Implementation of the Fourth Summit of the Americas

Canada has been actively engaged in 2008 in meeting commitments made at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, with a focus on promoting democracy, prosperity, and security in the hemisphere.  This report highlights a sampling of activities undertaken in Canada and throughout the hemisphere from January to December 2008.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Financial figures are in Canadian dollars.  The headings below are drawn from the Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance.”
I.
CREATING DECENT WORK
Reducing Youth Unemployment 

· In 2008, Canada contributed $714,400 through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) to the “Connecting Disadvantaged Youth to Quality Employment” project.  Created by the International Youth Foundation (IYF) in 2001, this project increases the employability of disadvantaged youth between 16 and 20 years in the Americas through training and job placement services.

· Canada provided $400,000 for an in-depth assessment in Peru, Bolivia and Colombia of needs in technical and vocational education and training, and for the development of a detailed design for a regional Andean Skills for Employment initiative.

· Through ICA, Canada contributed some $334,500 to the Partnership in Opportunities for Employment through Technologies in the Americas (POETA) to support an intensive training program to facilitate entry into the workforce for almost 600 at-risk youth in Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 
Discrimination against Women
· Canada supported 181 projects to benefit over 1.5 million women across Canada by contributing to improving women’s economic security and prosperity, leadership development, and addressing violence and discrimination against women. 

· Canada invested approximately $43.2 million in gender and health research. 
Senior Citizens and Persons with Disabilities
· Canada provided some $232,800 through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) for a project entitled “Telework and Disabled People,” which analyzed the profiles of people with disabilities in nine Latin American countries and identified capacity‑building in information and communication technologies (ICTs) and telework opportunities for the disabled population. 

Social Dialogue and Cooperation

· Canada signed strong and comprehensive Labour Cooperation Agreements with Colombia and Peru in 2008, which committed Parties to respecting the International Labour Organization’s 1998 Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.  Canada also organized a workshop on youth employment in Chile under the 1997 Canada-Chile Labour Cooperation Agreement.  
· Canada provided $96,500 to increase awareness in the Caribbean among civil society leaders, members of vulnerable groups and the general public on labour issues, in the context of trade agreements and economic integration.
· Under the North American Agreement on Labour Cooperation (NAALC), Canada hosted a Ministerial Council with counterparts from the United States and Mexico, and participated in a seminar in Puebla, Mexico, where officials from Canada, the US and Mexico exchanged information on freedom of association and the right to bargain collectively.  Canada also facilitated the participation of labour stakeholders in a tripartite seminar in Mexico City on youth employment in North America.
· Canada supported the engagement of labour experts in a one-week workshop on mediation and conciliation for officials of the Peruvian Ministry of Labour; and implemented a cooperative activity in Brazil on labour inspection with participation of high-level officials from Canada, Brazil, and Argentina. 
Occupational Health and Safety (OHS)
· Canada contributed $162,600 to the Export Development Unit of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) for the second phase of a project aimed at increasing the knowledge of workers and employers about OHS and implementing OSH programs in targeted OECS firms. 

Combating Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons
· Canada continued to enhance training and awareness efforts by holding integrated workshops on human trafficking across Canada for law enforcement, immigration officers, border officials, crown prosecutors and non-government organizations.    

· Canada provided some $48,600 to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Canada to support youth participation at the Winnipeg Global Thematic Consultation, and the World Congress III Against the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.  Funding also supported the production of a youth-friendly version of the technical paper on Theme 4 for World Congress III. 
· In December 2008, Canada partnered with the Canadian Crime Stoppers Association to use the Crime Stoppers national tipline as a central point for reporting suspected cases of human trafficking and to launch a national awareness campaign.  

· Canada provided funding to the Organization of American States (OAS) to host a seminar on trafficking in persons in Saint Lucia for law enforcement and parliamentary representatives from the Caribbean and Haiti, and gave a presentation on the importance of strong anti-trafficking laws and on combating child sex tourism. 

· Canada contributed to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to support a regional anti-trafficking in persons initiative in Central America, and worked with UNODC to finalize the development of advanced training manuals for judges, prosecutors and police officers. 

Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour
· Canada finalized the framework for the International Program for Professional Labour Administration (IPPLA), a three-year, $9 million project to strengthen the capacity of labour ministries, business and labour organizations in the area of governance in the Americas. 
· Through the OAS, Canada is providing $900,000 for a two-year project supporting Inter‑American Network of Labour Administration activities to strengthen the institutional capacities of Ministries of Labour to effectively enforce national labour laws and regulations.

Dialogue on International Migration
· Canada initiated a new stream of regional cooperation in the field of refugee protection, co-sponsoring a workshop on “Protection and Durable Solutions within Mixed Migration Flows” in Costa Rica in August, 2008.  Canada also hosted an operational and policy study tour for Costa Rican decision-makers to gain a comprehensive understanding of the Canadian refugee protection system in December, 2008.

II.
GROWTH WITH EMPLOYMENT
Micro, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
· In 2008, Canada co-invested $6.1 million with 39 Canadian private sector firms to conduct feasibility studies to set up companies or factories in developing countries of the Americas. The investment helped private firms offset the investment risk of establishing companies, which can then contribute directly to job creation and trade.

· Canada contributed $849,800 through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) for the second phase of a regional project on open business models, which explored ways through which open business models can become integrated into the formal economy, as well as into the development of public policies.
· Canada is contributing some $273,700 from 2008 to 2009 to establish linkages with Peruvian and Colombian exporters and the Canadian market to promote business exchanges, and to promote the benefits of the Free Trade Agreements with Peru and Colombia. 
Access to Credit

· Through ICA, Canada contributed some $266,500 to the project “ICT for microcredit delivery,” which aims to draw upon the ICT-based model of correspondent banking in use in Brazil to extend microcredit delivery across the region.

Renewable and Efficient Energy Sources
· Canada is allocating $4.4 million over three years to further the work of the North American Energy Working Group, under which Canada, the United States and Mexico seek to enhance trilateral cooperation in energy science and technology.  Ongoing work by the Group includes aligning energy efficiency standards in key products, and looking at barriers to the deployment of clean energy.

· Canada, in collaboration with Mexico’s National Commission for Energy Conservation, provided two workshops on energy efficiency planning and energy savings opportunities in Mexico City in October 2008.  

· Building on the 2007 Partnership Framework, Canada and Chile agreed to the establishment of an Energy Working Group, a mechanism that seeks to strengthen the bilateral relationship in clean energy technologies, such as wind, solar, biomass, and energy conservation; and further enhance partnerships between key Canadian and Chilean stakeholders in these areas.  

· In 2008, Canada approved a $4.6 million extension, for a total of $14.5 million over eight years (2003-2011) for technical assistance to the Peruvian Ministry of Energy and Mines, to continue helping the mining sector increase its contribution to sustainable development, advancing the government’s information technology capacity, creating and sharing knowledge, and increasing regional capacity.
· Through the Organization of American States (OAS), Canada provided $100,000 to conduct a feasibility study on the production of cellulosic ethanol in Belize, as well as to examine the potential for production of first-generation, sugarcane-based ethanol.  

· Canada supported the participation of 14 developing countries in the Panama Declaration follow-up meeting of energy officials and experts at the OAS in Washington, DC, in March, 2008.  Participants were also able to attend the Washington International Renewable Energy Conference (WIREC) held immediately after.

Sustainable Development 
· Through the Ibero-American Model Forest Network, Canada provided $160,000 to support model forest development, strengthening best practices for sustainable forest management and sustainable economic development opportunities for local communities.

Protecting the Environment and Addressing Climate Change Concerns
· In 2008, Canada negotiated Environment Agreements with Peru and Colombia, committing the Parties to maintaining high levels of environmental protection and to effectively enforcing environmental laws.  The Agreements also contain a provision re-affirming a commitment to promote the protection of biological diversity, and to respect, preserve and maintain the traditional knowledge of indigenous communities in this area.

· Under the North American Agreement on Environmental Cooperation, Canada provided $US 3 million to a tri-national program of cooperative activities in biodiversity conservation, chemicals management, air quality and enforcement.  Canada invested in the Canada‑Chile Agreement on Environmental Cooperation as well, with cooperative activities in chemicals management, climate change and wildlife.

· Canada provided more than $750,000 in funding for projects to assist developing countries in their compliance with the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.  Projects included targeted training, technical assistance and equipment to assist Bolivia, Chile, Saint Lucia and Uruguay in phasing out chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) used in refrigeration and air conditioning; as well as to assist Mexico and Jamaica in eliminating methyl bromide.  

· Canada collaborated with the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) in the implementation of a project to strengthen the capacity of all Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America to control illegal trade in ozone-depleting substances.

Policies that improve Income Distribution

· Canada implemented the Working Income Tax Benefit with an annual investment of $550 million, which is a refundable tax credit aimed at making work more rewarding for low- and modest-income Canadians.  It provides an incentive for low-income Canadians to enter the workforce; as well as a supplement for persons with disabilities.  

Access to Procurement Programs

· Through ICA and in collaboration with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Canada contributed some $1.81 million for a project aimed at strengthening procurement systems in Latin America and the Caribbean through the support of information and communication technologies (ICTs) and the increased participation of micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.  

Capacity-Building for Risk Mitigation, Early Warning and Disaster Recovery
· Canada provided approximately $7.76 million in response to humanitarian emergencies during the 2008 hurricane season, including $5.6 million in assistance to Haiti and $700,000 in response to flooding in Central America.  In addition, Canada provided $600,000 in response to flooding in Colombia in December 2008.   

· Canada is providing $4 million from 2008 to 2011 to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to promote water and sanitation coverage in Honduras, with a focus on hygiene. This project promotes the development of national policies and action plans for the provision, operation, and maintenance of water and sanitation systems, and is expected to reach 100,000 direct beneficiaries in 360 rural communities.  UNICEF also ensured that communities have access to safe water and sanitation services during emergency situations by using $500,000 of project funds to purchase and preposition disaster supplies in vulnerable communities across the country, supplies that were fully utilized in response to the severe flooding from Tropical Depression #16 in 2008. 
· Canada contributed $3.5 million to the World Bank's Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR).  Funds were allocated specifically to the GFDRR's “Partnership for Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction in Development” to support governments to integrate vulnerability reduction into macroeconomic and sectoral development plans.  Two-thirds of GFDRR funding committed to this Partnership goes to 38 disaster-prone countries, including six in Latin America and the Caribbean (Bolivia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and Panama).

· Canada provided up to $800,000 to support the 2008-2009 workplan of the United Nations International Secretariat for Disaster Risk Reduction (ISDR) Secretariat. 
· Through ICA, Canada contributed $420,000 to the project “Enhancing the Effectiveness of ICT Applications and Tools for Disaster Management in the Caribbean,” which aims to identify and test innovative ICT applications that could enhance the effectiveness of disaster management in the Caribbean, including early warning systems and post-crisis data collection.
· Canada contributed up to $375,000 to a trilateral cooperation project with the United States and Mexico to increase the Pan American Disaster Response Unit's capacity to respond quickly and efficiently to disasters at the regional and continental levels by increasing their stockpile of standard kits of emergency relief assistance.
· Through ICA, Canada is contributing $252,700 in 2008 and 2009 for the use of information and communication technologies to improve local preparedness and response mechanisms to address frequent climate variability resulting in floods and droughts in Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 

Multilateral Development Banks

· Canada hosted the 38th Annual Board of Governors Meeting of the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) in Halifax in May, 2008.  

III.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Comprehensive Economic and Social Policies

· In 2008, Canada announced an investment of $105 million over five years in the Aboriginal Skills and Employment Partnership Initiative (ASEP), to provide Aboriginal people with the necessary skills to participate in economic opportunities such as mining, oil and gas, forestry, and hydro development projects across Canada.  

· Canada continued to support improvements to the Temporary Foreign Worker Program in 2008 by engaging with employers, labour groups, non-governmental organizations and temporary foreign workers.  Canada also expedited the processes that enable employers to hire temporary foreign workers.  

· Canada worked to remove barriers to labour market integration through programs such as the Going to Canada immigration portal, which provides newcomers with information services and tools to facilitate their integration into Canada’s labour market and society.  


· In 2008, the Foreign Credentials Referral Office (FCRO) began providing prospective immigrants and internationally trained individuals already in Canada with information about the Canadian labour market, and credential assessment and recognition processes through 330 centres across Canada.  The FCRO also met with sector councils and employer associations to develop employer-oriented foreign credential recognition tools and resources.
· Canada’s settlement programs contribute to the long-term social, economic, cultural, and civic integration of newcomers in a pluralistic society.  In May 2008, new terms and conditions came into effect to enhance the responsiveness, flexibility and coordination of these programs.  Changes include eliminating barriers between the various programs, and expanding eligibility to prospective immigrants and refugees who have been approved in principle for permanent residency, enabling them to receive pre-departure orientation and information at an earlier stage.

· Canada’s Action Plan Against Racism (CAPAR) combines in one framework the many programs and major initiatives to combat racism and promote inclusion.  In 2008, CAPAR provided funding for new initiatives focused on workplace discrimination, youth integration, and race-based issues in the justice system.

· Funded under CAPAR, the Welcoming Communities Initiative aims to foster more inclusive and welcoming communities for new immigrants, and to promote the strengthened participation of new immigrants in civil society through anti-racism activities.  Projects include leadership courses and peer anti-racism workshops for youth, interactive presentations and conferences on diversity and multiculturalism, awareness campaigns in schools and the community, and toolkits and research reports for educators, service-providers, and communities.

HIV/AIDs
· Canada invested approximately $37.1 million in HIV/AIDS research in 2008.  The Federal Initiative to Address HIV/AIDS in Canada supports population specific research and policy development targeting the needs of the vulnerable.  Reports include up-to-date information on the status of each population in relation to HIV/AIDS; a comprehensive overview of current HIV/AIDS research and responses; information on emerging issues/lived experiences; and gaps to inform policy and program development and research priorities.  

· Canada’s National HIV and Retrovirology Laboratories (NHRL) received accreditation by the WHO and is now designated as one of only four specialized HIV drug resistance (HIVDR) laboratories in the world.  As a result of accreditation, the NHRL is now part of a network of laboratories ensuring the production of quality-assured, comparable data for surveillance of transmitted and secondary HIVDR.  The NHRL will provide training and technical support to personnel from national HIV drug resistance laboratories in resource-poor countries and continue to develop alternative methods of specimen collection, storage, and HIVDR analysis. 
· Canada is implementing the Canadian HIV Vaccine Initiative (CHVI), a collaboration with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation which contributes to global efforts to develop a safe, effective, affordable and globally accessible HIV vaccine.  

· Canada is providing $10 million from 2008 to 2013 to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for the Municipal Services for Adolescent Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention project in Honduras, which promotes the ability of municipal entities to offer quality and age appropriate sexual and reproductive health services and programs, and HIV/AIDS prevention for adolescents and youth.

· Canada is contributing some $1.5 million through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA) to a three year (2008-2011) project on “Enhancing Nurses Access for Care Quality and Knowledge through Technology (ENACQKT).”  Canadian researchers from the University of Saskatchewan are working in close collaboration with Caribbean‑based health experts and practitioners in the Dominican Republic, Dominica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint Lucia, to promote knowledge exchange and strengthened local capacity in the areas of nursing training, care and quality of health services through the increased use of information and communication technologies (ICTs). 

· Through ICA, Canada is contributing $669,000 from 2008 to 2010 to help adolescents and youth create awareness and exchange knowledge and experiences on HIV/AIDS with their peers through the Internet. This enables Peruvian youth, mostly from marginalized areas of Lima, to actively participate in creating content and training for their peers in Argentina, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador and Mexico.
Pandemic Preparedness
· In 2008, to implement the North American Plan on Avian and Pandemic Influenza, Canada began establishing common criteria and protocols for entry screening of all travelers on flights bound for North America during a pandemic.  The North American Plan on Avian and Pandemic Influenza was released by Canada, the United States and Mexico in 2007, and promotes a regional approach to pandemic planning.

· Under the Security and Prosperity Partnership, Canada and the United States successfully completed a three-month pilot program to exchange public health liaison officers and developed recommendations for the long term placement of liaison officers in each country.  

Treatment of Tuberculosis
· Canada provided $4.1 million in 2008 for health research on tuberculosis (TB), and is  supporting the development of a long-term strategy of TB prevention and control among Indigenous peoples globally, by providing funding to assist a First Nations-led Global STOP-TB Indigenous Initiative.  
· Canada also supported a Joint World Health Organization (WHO) Tobacco Free Initiative/WHO STOP TB project on Tobacco and Tuberculosis in Brazil.  
Quality Education
· In 2008, Canada increased resources transferred to the provinces for post secondary education, made reforms to student financial assistance, improved education savings incentives, and increased funds for university research and scholarships.  Canada also announced an investment of over $473 million in student financial assistance, including new grants for low and middle-income students.

· Canada provided $8.7 million to Canadian universities and colleges to design and implement scholarship programs and institutional-strengthening projects that enhance the capacity of educational, vocational and technical training institutions in 22 countries of the Americas. 

· Canada is contributing $10 million from 2008 to 2013 to enhance the protection of children and youth affected by the armed conflict in Colombia in the southern department of Nariño, by improving the access to, and quality of, education (both formal and informal) for vulnerable populations, such as internally displaced people, Afro‑Colombians and Indigenous peoples.  

· Canada is providing $4 million from 2008 to 2009 to support school feeding programming in Honduras. This food aid serves as an incentive for families to send their children to school and ensures that short-term hunger does not diminish children's learning capacity.

· In 2008, Canada approved an extension and additional $4 million to expand a basic rural education pilot project throughout Northern Peru, for a total contribution of $11.5 million until 2012.  The project is aimed at improving learning outcomes for rural primary students by increasing literacy rates, and capacity-building of teachers, principals and education authorities at municipal and regional levels. 

Quality Health Care
· Canada provides $57.3 million a year to the Aboriginal Head Start on Reserve (AHSOR) program, which supports early intervention strategies to address the learning and developmental needs of over 9,000 children, from birth to six years of age, living in First Nations communities in Canada.
· Canada made considerable investments in health research in 2008, including $67.7 million in the area of population and public health; and $55 million in health system services and policy.   
· Canada also invested $29.8 million in Aboriginal peoples health, and developed guidelines to ensure ethical safeguards for Aboriginal people participating in research.  These guidelines will be available in English, French and Inuktitut.   
· In partnership with the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Canada worked in 2008 to identify small-scale projects that support health policy and social development, including a needs assessment to validate the practice support service for Belo Horizonte, strengthening primary health care in Brazil; technical cooperation with Chile in the prevention and control of chronic non-communicable diseases; and a regional meeting on the “Social Determinants of Indigenous Health,” held in October in Ecuador. 

· In June 2008, Canada’s Centre of Excellence for Early Childhood Development signed a Cooperation Agreement with Chile for the translation of five topics of its Early Childhood Development Encyclopaedia into Spanish to adapt it to be used in the Latin American context. 
· Through the International Health Grants Program (IHGP), Canada contributed $835,000 in 2008 to support the global implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  Canada also allocated some $770,000 to projects supporting global WHO FCTC implementation under a Contribution Agreements Program, providing support to Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras and Mexico to advance in the implementation of treaty obligations.

· Canada hosted delegations from Ministry of Health counterparts from Venezuela and Mexico interested in Canada’s regulatory framework and in receiving technical assistance on tobacco control issues.

Dialogue with Indigenous Peoples

· In 2008, Canada provided $500,000 to the World Bank for Phase II of the Energy, Environment and Population program, a joint effort of governments, the hydrocarbon industry and Indigenous organizations to create an environment that promotes the development of the hydrocarbon sector in the Amazonian region in an environmentally and socially responsible manner.

Co-operation Against the Production, Trafficking and Consumption of Illicit Drugs
· Under the National Native Alcohol and Drug Abuse Program (NNADAP) and the National Youth Solvent Abuse Program (NYSAP), Canada provides $70 million every year to a network of 61 treatment centres and over 500 community-based prevention programs to ensure that First Nations and Inuit continue to receive modern and effective addictions services. 
· Canada provided $55,000 for a seminar on synthetic drugs production and trafficking in Mexico and $45,000 for a seminar on advanced drug investigation and interdiction techniques in Trinidad and Tobago.  Both workshops were delivered by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP). 

· Canada supported regional training seminars to provide law enforcement officials in Latin America and the Caribbean with the latest investigative and interdiction techniques necessary to disrupt organized criminal groups involved in illicit drug production and trafficking.  
· In coordination with the Center for Addiction and Mental Health at the University of Toronto, Canada delivered a program for Latin American health professionals that provides training to improve international research skills related to drug use.  

· Canadian maritime and air assets participated in counter-narcotics operations in the Caribbean Basin and Eastern Pacific Ocean in the context of the US-led Joint Inter‑Agency Task Force (South) (JIATF(S)) throughout 2008.  

Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
· With a voluntary annual contribution of $1 million, Canada is CICAD’s second-largest donor, and has advocated for more hemispheric cooperation to combat drug-trafficking.  This contribution is allocated towards general funding to support the Commission’s operations, the Multilateral Evaluation Mechanism process and projects that address both the supply of, and demand for, drugs.
IV.
STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE

Declaration on Security in the Americas
· As the largest donor to the Organization of American States (OAS) Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), Canada contributed approximately $6 million in 2008 for counter-terrorism capacity building in transport, maritime and aviation security, document integrity, cyber-security and critical infrastructure protection. 
· Under the Counter-Terrorism Capacity Building (CTCB) Program, Canada provides $13 million a year for training, equipment, technical and legal assistance to other states to prevent and respond to terrorist activity in a manner consistent with international counter-terrorism and human rights norms, standards and obligations.  
· Canada continued to play a leadership role in the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), with annual contributions providing support for efforts in the region to address drug control, corruption and human trafficking issues, provide training and technical assistance aimed at improving international legal cooperation, and support mentoring programs and criminal justice reform.  Partnership with the UNODC Terrorism Prevention Branch enabled training and technical assistance to nearly twenty beneficiary states in Latin America and the Caribbean to strengthen legal regimes and legal drafting of anti-terrorism legislation. 
· Working with Caribbean Financial Action Task Force and regional Financial Investigative Units throughout the Americas, Canada helped build improved capacity in techniques and best practices to counter the financing of terrorism, and in enhancing regional awareness of the linkages between criminal activity, financial flows, cross-border movement of persons of interest, and acts of terrorism. 
· Canada hosted the Conference of Defence Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) in Banff in September 2008.  Discussions were held on military assistance to civilian authorities during times of natural disasters, military assistance in the organization of major national or regional events, and peacekeeping.  As per consensus decision of the Banff Declaration, Canada then led a working group open to all CDMA nations from October to December 2008 to assess the modalities of cooperation between the CDMA and the OAS, in order to strengthen the CDMA’s institutional memory.

· In 2008, Canada’s Military Training Assistance Program (MTAP) assisted in developing the operational capabilities of 20 Latin American and Caribbean armed and security forces through its pillars of language training, staff training/professional development, and peace support training.


· Canada provided assistance to signatories of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNCTOC), with a particular emphasis on Central America.  Activities included strengthening national capacities to prevent and combat trafficking in persons and the development of crime prevention programs. 
· Representatives from several Latin American and Caribbean countries attended several seminars on security issues sponsored by Canada: on peace support operations (Uruguay, October 2008), and on civil-military relations and cooperation (Chile, November 2008).

· In November 2008, Canada committed to strengthening its criminal laws to better target organized crime and gang violence.  Canada remains committed to working with partners to combat the threats posed by transnational organized crime. 

Support to the Bodies of the Inter-American Human Rights System
· From 2008 to 2011, Canada is contributing $3.2 million to support the joint efforts of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights to increase the capacity of the inter-American system to promote and protect human rights in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

· Canada is contributing $5 million from 2008 to 2010 to support the establishment of the International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala.

Inter-American Convention against Corruption 
· Canada continued to play a leadership role in policy and programming relating to the fight against corruption in the Hemisphere through its participation in the Committee of Experts of the Follow-Up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESISIC).  As one of the remaining States Parties to be examined in the Second Round of Review, the Committee adopted Canada’s Report in June 2008.  

· Canada supported a Caribbean Region Consultation on the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), to promote implementation of UNCAC and strengthen the anti-corruption community within the region.

· Canada participated in a joint Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)-Mexico Conference on Commitment and Cooperation in the Fight against Corruption and International Bribery, held in Mexico City in September, 2008.  At the Conference, Canada gave a presentation on Canadian legislation and policies to protect those who report cases of corruption and bribery to the authorities, important measures that assist investigations and prosecutions of those who commit corruption.  

Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition 
· Canada supported a Training Session of the OAS/Meetings of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) Working Group on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters and Extradition in Trinidad and Tobago in March, 2008.  At the meeting, experts from fifteen countries in the Americas focused on cooperation with respect to the tracing, restraint and confiscation of the proceeds of crime.

Solidarity with the Haitian People
· Canada mobilized a total of approximately $40 million in food aid, humanitarian assistance, and emergency relief and reconstruction efforts for Haiti in 2008.  Through its assistance, Canada made it possible to provide water, sanitation services, food, shelter and health care for those most in need after four hurricanes and tropical storms led to widespread flooding.

· Canada contributed approximately $15 million to Security System Reform initiatives, including infrastructure and capacity-building projects aimed at strengthening the Haitian National Police, Land and Maritime Border Management and the Prison System.

· From 2008 to 2012, Canada is providing $13.8 million to support technical assistance projects in Haiti to strengthen the strategic and technical capacities of the Government of Haiti to assist in the implementation of the National Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy. 
· Canada provided $6 million to 36 Canadian civil society organizations to implement community-based development programs in partnership with local Haitian civil society organizations, including support to Fondation Haiti Partage, a Haitian-Canadian diaspora group that has set up a network of 10 primary schools, and developed academic and environmental curriculum to teach in the schools. 
· Canada is contributing $5.3 million from 2008 to 2013 to the “Pro Huerta” project to improve food security for Haiti’s poor and vulnerable. Canada is working with the Inter‑American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the Government of Argentina to help Haitian families with direct assistance, training for professional technicians, and agricultural inputs so families may grow food-producing vegetable gardens and keep small farm animals for a more balanced diet. 

· Through a $4.7 million contribution to the “Honour and Respect for Bel Air” project in Haiti from 2008 to 2010, Canada is supporting the implementation of a comprehensive urban rehabilitation approach in a difficult and poor neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince in partnership with the Brazilian non-governmental organization Viva Rio.  Through this project, Bel Air residents will have improved access to clean drinking water, and by offering alternatives to divert youth from gangs and criminal activities, will see a reduction in neighbourhood violence. 
· Canada continued to support the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) through the deployment of 100 police officers, four military personnel to key staff positions at the Mission’s headquarters, and eight correctional officers to the Mission's correctional unit.

Delivering the Benefits of Democracy
· In cooperation with the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA), Canada sponsored two Trade Knowledge Network seminars in 2008 to provide capacity building for parliamentarians involved in trade policy-making.  Parliamentarians from Canada and Trinidad and Tobago participated in a workshop focused on regional trade agreements and the role of parliaments in effective democratic development in March.  In November, over thirty parliamentarians from Central and South America attended a workshop on “The WTO, the Doha Round and Development Challenges” in Costa Rica.  By supporting these seminars, Canada contributed to efforts to strengthen the efficiency of the legislative branch, and its ability to promote democratic governance and implement policies to maximize gains from trade, create jobs and reduce poverty.

· Between 2008 and 2012, Canada is contributing $5 million to the Defensoria del Pueblo of Peru to strengthen the institution’s role in promoting good governance, human rights and state accountability.  
Mechanisms for Civil Society Participation
· In 2008, Canada provided approximately $70 million to 220 Canadian civil society organizations working in the Americas to provide health, environment, credit, job creation and education services, as well as promote active citizenship, influence public policy, and strengthen democratic and equitable governance systems. 

· Canada supported the creation of the first broad-based civil society network of democracy champions in Latin America.  The network provides over 90 civil society organizations with the space to exchange best practices and develop strategies for the promotion of civil society in the region.

· In March 2008, Canada supported OAS efforts to convene a special meeting of the Permanent Council with representatives from civil society to examine the contribution of civil society organizations to strengthening democratic culture in the hemisphere as well as the role of governments in fostering an environment conducive to the participation of civil society organizations.

· With the OAS Summits Secretariat, Canada, through the Institute for Connectivity in the Americas (ICA), contributed $57,000 for the development of the Summit of the Americas Virtual Platform that complements and enhances the face-to-face consensus-building activities, fostering civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process. 

· Canada provided some $94,300 to the Carter Center to actively engage with governments to encourage application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to assist citizen groups and other domestic actors that work in concert with the Charter’s principles to address the root causes of potential democratic crises.

· Through ICA, Canada is contributing $194,200 to strengthen the Caribbean Information and Communications Technology (ICT) Stakeholders Virtual Community (CIVIC) as a regional mechanism to promote knowledge exchange, capacity-building and collaboration among Caribbean ICT stakeholders.

Regional Programs in E-Government
· In collaboration with the OAS, Canada contributed $850,300 through ICA to consolidate the Network of E-Government Leaders in Latin America and the Caribbean (Red GEALC), which brings together more than 60 e-government leaders from 32 countries in the Americas in a hemispheric space for exchanging knowledge, expertise and proven solutions on e-government issues. 
Financial and Institutional Capacity of the OAS

· Canada is contributing $20 million over three years to reinforce the OAS as the principal multilateral forum in the Americas, and strengthen the Summit of the Americas process. Funding will support OAS priority programming directed at Member States, public sector institutions and civil society organizations; and target governance, human and institutional capacity building and the implementation of sound public policies and programs. In addition, it will provide funding to further consolidate OAS efforts in areas such as strategic planning; results-based management and reporting; financial modernization; and human resources management systems.
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