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When, where and who:

The Special Summit of the Americas was held in Monterrey, Mexico on January 12-13, 2004 bringing together the democratically elected Heads of State and Government of the members countries of the Organization of American States.

Purpose:

The goal of the Special Summit was to facilitate hemispheric cooperation at the highest level of government in order to address current economic, social and political challenges in the region.  Approximately one third of Heads of State and Government in the Hemisphere have assumed office since the Third Summit of the Americas held in Quebec City in April 2001. The agenda of the Special Summit focused on three issues: 
· Economic Growth with Equity to Reduce Poverty
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Social Development
· [image: image2.png]Democratic Governance
The Declaration of Nuevo Leon:    


The Declaration contains 76 paragraphs reflecting the policies and decisions adopted by the leaders on the three Summit topics. For example, in economic growth, they made a commitment to implement sound macroeconomic policies, to create an enabling environment for the private sector, and to reduce the costs of remittances. In the area of social development, the Heads of State recognized that the main challenge is the elimination of poverty, hunger, and inequality. They reiterated that education and health are decisive factors for human development.  In the area of democratic governance, the leaders of the Americas expressed their support for the Declaration of Santiago on Democracy and Citizens Confidence, as well as their respect for the rule of law, strengthening political parties, and defending human rights. They also committed to fight corruption and acknowledged the role of civil society in the design, execution, and evaluation of public policies.
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[image: image6.jpg]At the Special Summit of the Americas, Heads of State and    Government made a commitment to have at least 600,000 people undergoing antiretroviral treatment by 2005. The goal is to provide universal access to this treatment as soon as possible to accomplish the World Health Organization’s “3 by 5 Initiative” (3 millions by 2005) and the Millennium Development Goals. The Heads of State and Government also recognized that their political leadership was essential to confronting the stigma, discrimination, and fear which have deterred people in the past from being tested and accessing treatment. 
        The Declaration of Nuevo Leon states that governments will continue to broaden prevention, care, and promotion strategies as well as investment in health in an effort to provide quality health care for all and to improve social protection for all people, with a particular focus on the most vulnerable segments of society. With regards to emerging and reemerging diseases, the leaders expressed their commitment to reinforcing promotion, prevention, control and treatment programs as well as deepening technical cooperation with key agencies such as PAHO with a view to implementing integral public health activities for the control and eradication of these diseases. Other topics addressed were: improving the living conditions of inhabitant of rural areas, reducing the impact of natural disasters and giving greater attention to environmental health.
“We should reach the goal of decreasing the infant mortality rate and assure improvement of both maternal and mental health, but I believe the fight against HIV/AIDS is the biggest challenge and most frightening issue that we face in our own social development”. Dr. Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis
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